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n M ay, t h e S n o h o m i s h C o u n t y
Council approved the award of a
Community Development Block
Grant for Mountlake Terrace’s 222nd Street
Neighborhood Sidewalk Connection. The
project will complete the sidewalk on the
north side of 222nd Street SW between 58th
and 60th Avenues W. The grant amount is
$195,254 or about 80% of the estimated

construction contract cost of $245,254.
The project includes constructing
sidewalk ramps meeting current Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) design
standards and drainage improvements for
the intersection of 222nd and 60th. Where
the new sidewalk passes the frontage of Jack
Long Park, a stairway will be constructed
up a steep grassy slope to the park’s south

entrance. Construction of the project is
scheduled for the summer of 2010.
Goals of the project include creating
a safe pedestrian connection to city’s
principal sidewalk networks, providing
access to public transportation, increasing
accessibility for disabled citizens, promoting
walking as exercise, and providing safe and
convenient access to Jack Long Park.

“Smart” Town Center Plan
Recognized by Governor
Mountlake Terrace was presented with a Governor’s Smart
Communities Award for its outstanding Town Center Plan project at a
statewide event on June 25.
The Town Center Plan project includes a master plan for the city’s
downtown, along with an environmental study that streamlines future
development review and new zoning codes that implement the vision.
The project included extensive community involvement during a twoyear period.
Over the next 20 years, the Town Center efforts are expected to result
in about 1,400 jobs, 471,000 square feet of retail and office, and 800
housing units in the downtown area.
More information is available from the city’s Community and
Economic Development Department at (425) 744-6266 or online at
www.cityofmlt.com. (See pages 4-5.)
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Community and Economic Development Director Shane Hope
holds the Smart Vision Award, pictured here with members of
City Council and an AWC Representative.
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Comp Plan Amendments Proposed
Three amendments to the Comprehensive Plan Map have been
proposed. If the amendments are adopted, they would trigger
a change in zoning designations for three areas of Mountlake
Terrace. The proposals being studied are for:
1. The former Evergreen School site to possibly be designated as
“Freeway/Tourist” (a commercial zone, same as the neighboring Gateway Plaza area) instead of remaining as “Urban Low
Residential;”
2. The NW corner parcel at 238th and 55th to possibly be designated as “Town Center Small Mixed Use (commercial or mixed
use, up to 3 stories) instead of remaining as “Town Center Transitional” (townhome and live/work only); and
3. The block between 230th, 56th, 232nd, and 57th to possibly be
designated as “Town Center Incentives Overlay” (allowing up to
6 stories, same as the neighboring Rogers Market site) instead of
remaining as a split between “Town Center Medium Mixed Use
B” (up to 4 stories) and “Town Center Transitional” (townhome
and live/work only).
No other areas can be considered for a Comprehensive Plan
Map amendment this year, as the deadline for applications was
June 30.
Next steps include signs being posted at the proposed sites and
mailings being sent to properties within 300 feet of them.
See the tentative schedule of upcoming meetings on the 2009
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Comprehensive Plan
amendments.
All meetings
will be at
7:00 pm at the interim City Hall Council Chambers at 6100 219th
Street, 2nd Floor.
• October 26, Planning Commission work session
• November 9, Planning Commission public hearing
• November 17, City Council work session
• December 7, City Council public hearing.
Besides the possible map changes, several minor Comprehensive
Plan text amendments will be considered at the public meetings.
These changes include updates to the six-year finance programs for
transportation and other capital improvements, as well as adoption
of the updated Recreation Parks and Open Space Plan.
The Comprehensive Plan is a broad-based twenty-year plan
that guides the city’s livability. It includes a land use map that
determines zoning. Generally, the Plan may be amended only once
a year. While the Planning Commission makes a recommendation
about amendments, the final decision is up to the City Council.
For more information, please call the Community and Economic
Development Department at (425) 744-6266. The current
Comprehensive Plan is viewable online at www.cityofmlt.com then
click city services, planning and Comp Plan 2008.

31st Annual Arts of the Terrace

Photo courtesy of Red Fish, Blue Fish Photography
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September 26
through October 3

Residents and visitors look forward to the annual Arts of the Terrace
Juried Art Show that takes place September 26 through October 3 at
the Mountlake Terrace Library, 23300 58th Avenue West.
Arts of the Terrace is one of the major juried art shows held in the
Pacific Northwest and attracts top artists from throughout the region.
The show is sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts Commission
and the Friends of the Arts.
Categories include paintings, prints, drawings, miniatures,
calligraphy, and 3-Dimensional works. Prizes include over $3,000 in
cash awards and art merchandise donated by well-known art suppliers.
The entry deadline for this year’s show is August 30.
Jurors this year include Janis Graves for Paintings, Prints,
Drawings, Calligraphy and Miniatures; Thomas A. Sawtell for
Photography; and Loren Lukens for 3-Dimensional works.
Please check the events page on www.cityofmlt.com for show hours
or call (425) 776-9173, x3300 for more information.
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Council Highlights
JULY

Interim City Hall Now Open
City Hall services have moved to the interim location in the Redstone
Building, 6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200. If you haven’t visited us yet,
the Redstone is located adjacent to I-5 and can be accessed westbound
from 220th or if heading eastbound on 220th, turn left on 64th and right
on 219th.
Fire, Parks, Police, Public Works and Recreation services remain at
their current locations, however a few changes have taken place. Pet
license and civil hearing information is available at the Police Station at
the Civic Center campus. The new utility drop box is located outside the
Redstone in the parking lot south of the front entrance.
You are invited to attend an open house to see the Interim City Hall on
Monday, September 21 from 5-6:30 p.m., preceding the 7:00 p.m. City
Council meeting. For more information, please call (425) 776-1161.

Phone Payments Now
Accepted for Utility Bills
The city has added a new pay by phone option to make
paying your utility bill more convenient. To do so, call the
system’s toll free number, 1-877-651-3860. Interactive voice
recognition is used to process the payments. You can make
payments via debit or credit card with a Visa or MasterCard
logo or with your checking or savings account.
The city also accepts online utility payments at www.
cityofmlt.com. Click “Utility Billing Information & Payment”
under “Most Requested Services” and scroll down to “Utility
Links” and then “Online Utility Payments”.
There is a $2.00 convenience fee for all phone and online
payments that covers the city’s bank processing fees. For more
information on utility billing payment options, please call the
Utilities Department at (425) 744-6214.
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• Adopted Commute Trip Reduction Plan Ordinance
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Community
Transit for Commute Trip Reduction Plan
• Adopted Ordinance Amending Library Board
Membership & Community Policing Board
Composition
• Adopted Resolution to Accept Recommendation for
Recreation Pavilion and other facilities
• Public Hearing on Water System Comprehensive
Plan
• Reviewed Cultural Arts Plan
• Updated on Lake Ballinger Strategic Action Plan
• Reviewed Commute Trip Reduction Plan Ordinance
and Agreement
• Reviewed Water System Comprehensive Plan
• Approved City Attorney Contract
• Approved Interlocal Agreement for Shoreline Master
Plan Program Grant
• Adopted Resolution Adopting FTC Red Flag Rules
Relating to Identiﬁcation Theft
• First Quarter Financial Report and Performance
Measures

JUNE
• Recognized MTHS Varsity Softball Team
• Awarded Contract for 52nd Avenue Reconstruction,
212th to 220th
• Adopted Ordinance to Amend City Posting Sites
• Approved Board and Commission Appointments
• Approved Additional Services Contract for Water
Systems Comprehensive Plan
• Approved Verizon/Frontier Video Franchise Transfer
Consortium Agreement
• Adopted 2008 Budget Carryovers & 2009 Budget
Amendment Ordinance
• Approved Recreation, Parks & Open Space
Master Plan
• Adopted Resolution to Restore EMS Levy
• Discussed 2009 Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Ideas
• Reviewed 2008 Budget Carryovers & 2009 Budget
Amendments
• Reviewed Ordinance to Amend City Posting Sites
• Reviewed Recommendation for Board &
Commission Appointments
• Awarded Contract for 2009 Street Seal Coat
Program
• Approved Surplus Vehicles and Equipment List for
June 2009
• Approved Purchase of Cab-Chassis Truck
• Presentation by Snohomish County Executive
Aaron Reardon
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Community Vision

KINGS GATE
DEVELOPMENT

Building Momentum
STATION
FREEWAY

CIVIC CAMPU
S
The vision
Th
i i n fforr a vibrant
ibr nt M
Mountlake
untl k Terrace
T rr
is
i coming alive and
the pieces are in place as this vision takes shape and becomes a
reality. Over 40 private investments are currently proposed in our
community and although the economy has slowed the pace, interest
remains strong and progress is noticeable. The Mountlake Terrace
Transit Center, adjacent to Interstate 5, opened in February. Work
on Sound Transit’s companion project, “The Freeway Station”,
has begun with completion scheduled for 2011. These projects are
moving the city toward a revitalized downtown with a focus on
economic development to generate additional property and sales
taxes to help meet the growing demand for services.
The city is actively pursuing state and federal funding to
implement an unprecedented capital improvement plan to upgrade
our aging infrastructure. Over $65.7 million from 2006-2014 was
set aside to make important improvements to our streets, parks,
sidewalks, facilities, utilities and open space areas. The city has
leveraged about $2.5 million in outside funding for capital
improvements in the last 18 months for the downtown water main
project, 52nd Avenue Reconstruction & Overlay project, 230th
Street Reconstruction project with sidewalks, and the 222nd Street
sidewalk project adjacent to Jack Long Park.
As part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA),
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more than $6 million of funding was awarded to the Mountlake
Terrace community for Community Transit to repave and overlay
the upper parking lot at the new Transit Center, Sound Transit to
construct the Mountlake Terrace Freeway Station, and to the city
in support of 52nd Avenue project.
A new Civic Center Campus has been recommended, pending
future funding, that would add amenities supported by the
community such as a farmers market, community and senior center,
amphitheatre, civic green connecting into Veterans’ Memorial
Park, public meeting spaces, spray fountain, and observation
tower. City Hall, the Police Station, and an Emergency Operations
Center would be included in a new building on the current civic
campus site.
At the corner of 232nd Street and 56th Avenue, imagine a 20,000
square foot public plaza where an active water feature, seating
areas, artwork, and landscaping welcome people of all ages. This
civic campus will be the heart of our new Town Center and serve as
a catalyst for transformation and stimulate private reinvestment in
our downtown. Envision a place for you and your family to enjoy
shopping, eating out, easy access to transit, with city services and
parks to visit within a short walk, bike or bus ride from your home.
This vision is coming true.
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Shoreline Planning Grant
Awarded to City
A $40,000 grant was awarded to Mountlake Terrace by the
State Department of Ecology for developing a new Shoreline
Master Program.
Shoreline Master Programs guide the use and management of
shorelines “of state significance.” In Mountlake Terrace, the only
shoreline that meets this definition is the 200-foot area around
Lake Ballinger.
The Shoreline Master Program is due to the state in 2011, but work
must begin this year. A schedule for public input will be announced
this fall. When the Shoreline Master Program is completed, it will
become part of our community’s overall Comprehensive Plan and
will have regulations to put it into action.
Our current shoreline plan was completed in 1993 and has not
been updated since then.

New Daycare License
Awarded
Kids Krew Program at Mountlake
Terrace Elementary School
On May 26, the Recreation and Parks Department was awarded
a child care center license from the Washington State Department
of Early Learning for a new Kids Krew program. This new Kids
Krew (before and after school program) will be based at Mountlake
Terrace Elementary School beginning in September.
The Mountlake Terrace Elementary site will offer a variety of
developmentally appropriate activities that include expressive arts,
crafts, dramatic play, simple cooking, science experiments, games,
organized sports activities and outdoor play. A quiet space will also
be provided for children who just want to read, do their homework,
or get help with homework.
The schedule is flexible, enabling participants to choose activities
according to their needs and interests. This certification allows the
program to accept third party child care payments such as DSHS
and Working Connections for qualified applicants. For more
information contact the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173.
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Summer/Fall
Construction Update
Projects Completed:
52nd/53rd Avenues Water Main Construction
This project includes installation of about 8,000 feet of water main,
new hydrants and new water services. The construction extended
from 212th to 230th and followed a route on 52nd between 212th and
226th; then through Terrace Creek Park to the Recreation Pavilion;
then south along 53rd to 230th; then east to 52nd.
2009 Chip Seal Program
2.5 miles of residential streets in two areas were chip sealed in this
year’s program. One area is bounded by 222nd, 228th, 44th and 48th.
The other area is east of Cedar Way and south of 228th adjacent to
Cedar Plaza.
Projects Underway:
244th Street SW Overlay
This was a joint jurisdiction project with the City of Shoreline to
repave 244th Street from the east approach of 56th to Ballinger Way.
The project included making storm system repairs, constructing new
sidewalk ramps, replacing failed pavement, repaving the street, and
installing new pavement markings.
52nd Avenue W Reconstruction
This project provides for replacing failed pavement, and paving an
asphalt concrete overlay from 212th to 220th Streets. Other improvements
include constructing sidewalk ramps, replacing deteriorated curb and
sidewalk, making storm and sewer repairs, installing new traffic signs,
and restriping the street to add bicycle lanes. The project is funded, in
part, by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the so called
“economic stimulus package”.
Upcoming Projects:
223rd & 42nd Sidewalk
The project will provide a new sidewalk on south 223rd Street SW and
on west 42nd Place
Pl W between the traffic signal at 44th Avenue W and
the walkway to Cedar Way Elementary School. These improvements
will also eliminate
elimin a missing link in the sidewalk network and create
a continuous pedestrian access throughout the neighborhood.
Construction is
i scheduled to begin in September.
214th & 44th T
Traffic Signal
The new signal will enhance safety and increase capacity of 44th Avenue
West and 214tth Street SW. The project includes interconnecting the
new signal wit
with the existing signals at 212th and 217th Streets SW so
all three will operate in coordination. Construction is scheduled be
begin in September.
230th Street SW Reconstruction
The reconstruction will include two travel lanes, two 5-foot wide bike
lanes, 5-foot wide sidewalks on both sides, and an intermittent 8-foot
wide parking lane along the street. The improvements include sidewalk
ramps, drainage and water main improvements, a revised street profile
to improve sight distance, and new pavement markings. Construction
is scheduled to begin this fall and be completed late spring next year.
2009 Storm and Sanitary Reconstruction
This project is a combination of smaller storm and sanitary
improvements at numerous locations throughout the city. Nearly all of
the improvements are undertaken to replace sewer and storm systems
that are failing and require high levels of maintenance, or to make
minor modifications to improve access to portions of these systems
which are difficult to properly maintain. Construction is scheduled
to begin in the fall.
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The City Council recognized the
Mountlake Terrace High School
Varsity Softball Team (pictured
with Coach Kim Stewart and
Principal Greg Schwab) on June
15 for placing second overall in
the State Class 4A Tournament
Championship Game. The
Council also recognized the
Varsity Boys Basketball Team in
April for advancing to the State
Tournament. Congratulations
teams on your amazing
accomplishments!

Evergreen Awards Program
their neighborhoods. The nomination
Moves Ahead ofperiod
closed on May 29 and properties
If you’ve seen a city van and someone
photographing your property this summer,
don’t sweat it. You were probably nominated
for an Evergreen Award. The Evergreen
Awards is a new program that is funded by
a Snohomish County-Camano Association
of REALTORS’ (SCCAR) grant as part of
their Results for our Communities Project.
The program recognizes our residents
and commercial property owners who take
pride in their properties. Winners will be
properties that reflect the efforts of the
owners or occupants whose high standards
for building and yard maintenance
contribute to the character of our neighborhoods and city. They are not necessarily
the properties that are the biggest or most
expensive, but reflect the kind of loving
attention and care that make them the jewels

Tips for

being marketed for sale were not eligible.
The program includes five categories of
awards: Neighborhood Awards recognize
up to six residences, three businesses and
two multifamily properties that consistently
look their best. The Transformation Awards
recognize neglected properties renovated to
become assets to the community, especially
over the past year. The Sustainable Award
honors properties that best utilize green
features such as solar heating, natural
cooling and native landscaping to help
protect and preserve the environment and
reduce their carbon footprint.
The judging committee, comprised of
representatives of SCCAR, Mountlake
Terrace Garden Club and city employees,
is meeting this summer to select the
finalists. The city will select and notify the

winners and the nominees in August. The
awards will be presented at a reception
on Wednesday evening, September 16 at
the Ballinger Clubhouse. We thank those
who have participated by nominating
properties and to the property owners who
put forth the effort to make Mountlake
Terrace a beautiful place to live. For
more information about the program call
Community Relations Director Virginia
Olsen at (425) 744-6206.

Upcoming Public

Meetings

SEPTEMBER 17
City Council Review of Art
s&

Cultural Plan

SEPTEMBER 21
Council Adoption of Arts
& Cu

ltural Plan

OCTOBER 26
Planning Commission Rev
iew

of Comprehensive Plan

“Going Green”

TRANSPORTATION

REMODELING PROJECTS

Walking and bicycling to places can be great ways to save
energy, reduce pollution, AND get good exercise. Studies
show that in urban areas, where walking is convenient,
people generally have better health and less obesity. See
how your neighborhood rates in walk ability at
www.walkscore.com.

For those of you who are considering remodeling your
homes this year, think green and visit the RE Store. The
RE Store sells salvaged building products and will even
dismantle homes and businesses to reuse the construction
material. The RE Store can be reached online at
www.re-store.org or drop by the RE Store at 1440 NW 52nd
Street in Ballard.
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EMS Levy Placed on November Ballot
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A

n Emergency Medical Ser vices
(EMS) levy helps fund emergency,
pre-hospital care for the sick and
injured. Fire District 1 provides emergency medical services under contract with
the city. On November 3, there will be an
election regarding the EMS levy used to
pay for the Firefighters/Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMTs) and paramedics who
come when you call 9-1-1. EMS levy funds
are used only to provide emergency medical care and services. They help pay the cost
of EMT and paramedic staffing and the
patient care they provide; maintenance,
operation, and replacement of aid units
and the paramedic unit; and medical supplies, equipment, education and training.
This levy is not a new tax. It would
restore limits previously approved in 2003

that took effect in 2005 at a maximum rate
of 50 cents per $1,000 of assessed value. If
passed, the measure would restore funding
for emergency medical services to the 50
cents per $1,000 levy rate in 2010.
The one-percent limitation
on property tax increases
dropped the original
50-cent rate to 35 cents
per $1,000 of assessed
value, causing the EMS
levy to fall short of the
rate of inflation. Costs
for personnel, conducting day-to-day operations,
maintaining and replacing apparatus
and equipment, and staying current with
technology have increased almost 4% per
year since 2006.
The current levy provides approximately $836,800, which funds about 49% of
EMS costs. If the restoration levy passes, it
would fund about 69% of EMS costs. The
balance comes from transport fees and other
General Fund revenues.
If voters pass the EMS levy lid lift measure in November, the average Mountlake
Terrace homeowner would see a property
tax increase of about $43 per year beginning
in 2010.
For more information on the proposed
EMS levy, please visit the city’s website at
www.cityofmlt.com or call Finance Director
Sonja Springer at (425) 744-6204.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library
Lib
brary Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Thi d W
Third
Wednesday
d d off each
h
month at 5:30 p.m.
at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Library

Community Policing
Advisory Board
Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Planning Commission
Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission
Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 9, 6 pm
WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 14, 8 am

Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

