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Voters to Consider Civic Campus Project

A

new downtown park, community space, senior center,
ornamental garden and
spray fountain, expanded farmers
market, arts and music festivals, and
an amphitheater – these are some of
the amenities included in a proposal
to renovate
• TREE-LINED STREETS the Civic
Campus
site. The proposed project is on the
November 2, 2010 ballot for voter
consideration. The new Civic Campus
will form the heart of the future
Town Center and serve as a catalyst
for transforming our downtown area
into an attractive gathering place for
Mountlake Terrace residents and
visitors.
The Civic Campus concept was created following
six months of community meetings and open
houses conducted by the eleven-member Citizen
Facility Advisory Task
• NEW POLICE STATION Force in 2008. The
proposed project is
designed to meet the desires of the community that
were communicated during the outreach process.

City Receives $125,000
Stormwater Grant

State funds received in 2009 were used to assist
in the purchase of this new street sweeper,
delivered in July.

The Civic Campus would house community
events, meetings, public services and
amenities for all to enjoy. The Task Force
reviewed a number of sites and financing
options and recommended the Civic Campus
be built on the old Civic Center site and that
the City Council seek voter approval to fund
the project. If approved, the project would be

designed in 2011. Construction would begin
in early 2012 with completion scheduled for
summer of 2013.

The City of Mountlake Terrace has been
awarded a Municipal Stormwater Capacity
grant totaling $125,930 from Washington
State Department of Ecology. This funding
was provided by the 2010 Washington State
Legislature as part of a $54.6 million program
to help local governments meet National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Phase II municipal stormwater
permits requirements. The NPDES Phase II
program is a federal effort that extends water
quality cleanup and management efforts
from the state and regional level down to the
local level.
The latest grant builds on yearly assistance
programs authorized by the Legislature of

$75,000 in 2008 and $50,000 in 2009.
Past funding uses also include updating
the Stormwater Comprehensive Plan,
polling Mountlake Terrace residents on
knowledge and home practices related to
stormwater quality issues, and staff training
on water quality practices and erosion
control procedures for new development.
Anticipated uses for the current grant
include public education efforts using a
multimedia approach, expansion of an
existing water quality monitoring program
on Lake Ballinger to include Hall Creek, and
planning, design and construction of a city
sponsored storm retrofit and Low Impact
Development project.
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Background
The old Civic Center opened in 1962
to serve a new city that incorporated in
> Continued on page 4

ContactYour Council

cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
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Juried Art Show
October 1 through 3, 2010

32nd Annual

Arts of the
Terrace

The 32nd Annual Arts of the Terrace
Juried Art Show takes place October 1
through October 3, 2010 at the Mountlake
Terrace Library, 23300 58th Avenue West.
Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace
Arts Commission and the Friends of the
Arts, Arts of the Terrace is one of the major
juried art shows held in the Pacific
Northwest and attracts top artists from
throughout the region.
Categories include paintings, prints,
drawings, miniatures, calligraphy, and
3-Dimensional works. Prizes include over
$3,000 in cash awards and art merchandise
donated by well-known art suppliers. The
entry deadline is August 30, 2010.
This year’s jurors include Andrew

214th & 44th Traffic Signal
The new signal will enhance safety and increase
capacity of 44th Avenue West and 214th Street SW.
The project includes interconnecting the new signal
with the existing signals at 212th Street SW and 217th
Street SW so all three will operate in coordination.
Construction is scheduled to begin in early fall.
East Side & Town Center Water
System Improvement Projects
On the east side of the city new 12" diameter
mains will be installed in 228th Street SW between
39th and 44th, in Cedar Way from 228th to entrance
to the 23400 block, and in 222nd Street between
39th and 44th. In the Town Center, new 8" and 12"
diameter mains will be installed in 55th Avenue W
between 230th and 237th, in 230th from 53rd to 56th,
and in 234th from 55th to 56th. Construction of both
projects is to begin in late fall.
Morrison for Paintings, Prints, Drawings, and
Miniatures; Alan Caddey for Photography; and Paul
Lewing for 3-Dimensional works.
Please check the events page on www.cityofmlt.com
for show hours or call (425) 776-9173, Ext. 3300 for
more information.

Board and Commission Appreciation
The City Council recognized the city’s
five Boards and Commissions as well as
the Neighborhood Park Improvement
Subcommittee on Thursday, July 8 at
Ballinger Clubhouse. Over 40 of the city’s
volunteer members and their guests were
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in attendance and treated to dinner on a
beautiful summer night. Councilmembers
spoke about each Board and Commission’s
accomplishments over the past year, thanked
each member who served, and introduced
the newly appointed members.

Arts Advisory Commissioner Bev Gunn-Affeldt
received special recognition for ten years of service,
as well as her volunteerism on many other
community groups. Our thanks to all of our hard
working volunteers for making a positive difference
in this community!

Mountlake
Terrace
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More Improvements at
Forest Crest Playfield

Forest Crest Playfield, 5006 236th
Street SW, is a primary site for the
Mountlake Terrace Youth Athletic
Association (MTYAA) youth sport
programs. Working in partnership with
MTYAA, Eagle Scouts and volunteers
have completed a number of park
improvements over the past two years.
With the help of Eagle Scouts Alex
Hansen and Derek Calkins, a new
pathway and picnic table were installed
near the new children’s play structure
and a stairway leading to the playfield
was reconstructed. In addition, athletes

and park visitors can now enjoy a new
drinking fountain that was placed near
the new playground equipment that was
installed last year. Several plants from
the old Civic Center site were relocated
at Forest Crest Playfield during the
Community Clean Up last year. And
most recently, the parking lot was striped
and a solar powered irrigation clock was
installed to help keep the grass and plants
looking great. If you haven’t visited Forest
Crest Playfield lately, stop by for a visit.
It’s a great place to catch a game or play
with your kids and grandchildren.

You Can Prevent Vehicle Prowls
Vehicle prowls are one of the most
common and preventable crimes that take
place in the City of Mountlake Terrace.
Follow these simple steps to help protect
your property:
Secure your vehicle. This
includes rolling up all windows, locking
all doors, trunks, hatches, bed-mounted
tool boxes, and canopies.
Don’t leave items of value in
your vehicle. Attractive items to thieves
include: credit cards, bank /ATM
statements, wallets/purses, keys, mail,
jewelry, vehicle title, exposed garage door
openers, cell phones, day planners,
CDs and portable CD players.
If you witness a vehicle prowl in
progress, do not confront the prowler!

Call 9-1-1 and report it immediately. If
it is safe to do so, get a good description
of the prowler including height, weight,
build, clothing (hat, shirt color and fit,
pants color and fit, gloves, shoes), and
any other items that would make them
stand out.
If you do not want something stolen, do
not leave it in your vehicle. A good rule of
thumb is, “When in doubt, take it out.”
The Mountlake Terrace Police
Department is dedicated to providing a
safe, secure community for the citizens
of Mountlake Terrace to live and work
in. With help from citizens like you, we
will be able to make a greater impact in
the fight to stop vehicle prowling and theft
from vehicles within our city limits.

cityofmlt.com

Council Highlights
July

• Recognized Premera Blue Cross Donations
• Sound Transit Presentation on Light Rail Planning in
North Corridor
• Reviewed Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Forum
Interlocal Agreement
• Reviewed Building and Fire Code Ordinances
• Reviewed American Community Survey Data from
U.S. Census Bureau
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with the City of
Lynnwood for 212th Street Overlay
• Public Hearing and Adopted Conditional Uses Code
Update Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Building Code
Update Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Fire Code
Update Ordinance
• Reviewed Code Amendments for Animals and
Resolution for Civil Penalties
• Considered Pavement Marking Options for 236th
Street SW (54th to Cedar Way)
• Reviewed Interlocal Agreement with Alderwood Water
and Sewer for Wholesale Water
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Alderwood Water
and Sewer for Wholesale Water
• Approved Vehicle Maintenance Agreement with City
of Shoreline
• Approved Surplus Vehicles
• Adopted Ordinance Adopting State Civil Traffic
Infractions of Using Wireless Communication Devices
While Driving

June

• Report by Library Board
• First Quarter 2010 Financial Report and
Performance Measures
• Updated on Water and Sewer Rate Study
• Updated on Utility Revenue Bond Issue
• Briefing on Rental Housing Inspection Program
• Appointed new Board and Commission Members
• Recognized Mountlake Terrace Business Association
for Farmers Market
• Presentation from Stevens Hospital CEO Mike Carter
• Awarded Contract for 222nd Street Neighborhood
Sidewalk Connection
• Public Hearing on Resolution in Support of City of
Mountlake Terrace Proposition No. 1
• Public Hearing and Adopted Ordinance Continuing
Moratorium on Freeway/Tourist Zoning District
• Reviewed First Quarter Crime Statistics
• Adopted Rental Housing Inspection
Program Ordinance
• Presentation from Snohomish Tourism Bureau
• Awarded Contract for Street Seal Coat Program
• Adopted 2013-2016 Water and Sewer Ordinance
• Adopted Ordinance Adjusting the Utility Tax
Upon Water
• Updated on Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Process
• Reviewed Conditional Uses Code
Update Ordinance
• Reviewed Building and Fire Code Key Issues
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Voters to Consider Civic Campus Project
1954. Since then, Mountlake Terrace has
quadrupled in population, maturing into a
diverse, active city of nearly 21,000 people. The
former Civic Center was initially designed to
serve a population of 5,000 and was beset by
numerous safety and health problems over the
past 30 years. In
• SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER 2008 the ceiling
collapsed
and
w i t h t h e increasing deterior-ation, the
facility was deemed unusable and unsafe. A
hazard management team completed
demolition of the old structure earlier
this year. The City is currently renting
space in a privately owned building on a
temporary basis for basic civic functions.
Meanwhile, publicly owned land at the
Civic Campus site stands empty, available for a
new park and community space.

A conceptual drawing of the “Civic Green” area as viewed from Veterans Memorial Park on
the southwest corner of the site. The park would provide a gathering place for residents and
visitors and serve as a link to the tall majestic trees of Veterans Memorial Park.

Public Safety
In addition to a number of community amenities, the Civic Campus
will include a new modern police station and emergency operations
center to meet public safety needs for the 21st century and comply
with state and federal requirements. Today the Police Department
provides services that did not exist in the past including animal control,
electronic home monitoring, crime prevention, code enforcement,
domestic violence personnel,
• EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER SWAT, canine assistance, and
community service programs.
City offices would return to the Civic Campus and the new police
station would extend from those offices to provide civic functions
all under one roof. Safety improvements, such as secure prisoner
transport areas, would be included.
The emergency operations center is a central command facility
responsible for responding to disasters, large-scale emergencies and
even localized problems such as floods, snow and ice events. The old
police station would be remodeled to house the emergency operations
center and also be used for evidence and records storage.
How is it paid for?
If voters approve the levy for the Civic Campus, the City would
borrow money from investors to
• EXPANDED FARMERS MARKET pay for the project. The Council’s
decision to put the project on the
ballot in November was prompted by a very positive bidding climate
(projects are coming in up to 30% below estimates). At the same time,
property owners won’t have to begin paying the full cost of the levy for
up to three years to allow time for the economy to improve.
What is a bond levy?
A bond levy is a financing tool
that local governments use to fund
projects. The City would give the investors “bonds,” which are written
commitments to repay the loan over 30 years with interest. The

• CITY OFFICES UNDER ONE ROOF
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continued from page 1

loan is repaid from additional property taxes that property owners
in Mountlake Terrace would pay for 30 years. Municipal bonds are
attractive to investors because they typically don’t have to pay taxes on
the interest they earn. As a result, investors are willing to loan money
at a lower interest rate than a typical bank loan.
What is the cost to the average
homeowner in Mountlake Terrace?
The cost to an average homeowner (based on a $256,300 home)
would be zero in 2011, approximately $3.48 per month in 2012, and
$19.27 per month for
2013 through 2040. • COMMUNITY CENTER & MEETING ROOMS
The cost per year may
be reduced by the percentage of a property owner’s federal income tax
since it is tax deductible. For example, a 28% tax bracket will reduce
the $3.48 per month to $2.51 per month and $19.27 per month to
$13.87 per month.
Low-income seniors may qualify to be exempt from the bond levy
altogether. Senior citizens, 61 and older, or disabled persons with a
combined income (from all sources) of less than $35,000 a year and
living in their home by December 31, 2010 may be exempt from all
or part of special levy taxes. More information is available from the
Snohomish County Exemption Department at (425) 388-3540.
Could the amount be less?
• UNDERGROUND PARKING
Yes. These amounts will be less if
construction bids are lower than estimated
and the City spends less than the $37.5 million. These amounts will
also be reduced as new development occurs in Mountlake Terrace over
the next several years and additional property owners of redeveloped
properties pay into the levy.
For more information about the Civic Campus proposal, please call
(425) 744-6208 or view
the City’s webpage at • AMPHITHEATER FOR CONCERTS & FESTIVALS
www.civiccampus.com.
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Terrace
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Comp Plan
Amendments to
be Considered
Annual amendments to the Comprehensive
Plan will be considered through a public process
that continues into December.
Proposed amendments include: updates to
the 6-year transportation and capital facilities
plans, policy language to include information
on sustainability, policy language to recognize
existing public schools, and three possible land
use changes.
The three possible land use changes are:
1. Change the designation from single-household residential to general commercial for a
block that is bordered by 220th on the north,
I-5 on the east, 222nd on the west, and 64th
on the west;
2. Change the designation from park/open
space to public facilities for the portion of Jack
Long Park that contains the water towers;
3. Change the designation from single-household residential to park/open space for a
city-owned parcel on 244th that is the site for
preserved open space that contains a weir on
Hall Creek.
Public meetings to consider the amendments
are scheduled as follows:
City Council work session August 12,
Planning Commission work session October 25,
Planning Commission public hearing November
8, City Council work sessions November 10
and December 2, City Council public hearing

December 6. All meetings will be at the Interim
City Hall Council Chambers and start at
7:00 p.m.
Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan are

generally considered once a year. The Planning
Commission makes a recommendation and the
City Council makes a final decision on adopting
any proposed amendments.

Progress Continues on Funding Capital Projects
The City of Mountlake Terrace has been very successful in our proactive
efforts to seek federal and state funding to meet the Council’s goal of
prioritizing capital infrastructure needs and implementing projects.
During the current economic downtown, many communities have
cut back on resources to maintain and improve their infrastructure.
Meanwhile, Mountlake Terrace has worked hard to leverage resources and
build partnerships with our state and federal legislators. As a result,
the city has secured nearly $4.5 million over the past two years in federal
and state funds and capitalized on the positive bidding environment
to make huge strides in upgrading our aging infrastructure. Streets
and sidewalks have been a particular focus of the City Council when
prioritizing funding requests.
The future also looks promising with additional funding requests for
Mountlake Terrace projects currently submitted through federal and
state appropriations/grant funding process. Projects proposed for future
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funding include:
• School Safety Sidewalk Projects:
– Connecting 54th Avenue between 220th and 223rd Streets
– Completing missing segments along 214th Street for
continuous sidewalks from 44th to the eastern city limit
• Emergency services and communication equipment
• Storm water detention and water quality improvements
• Lakeview Trail construction
• Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek watershed projects
• 56th Avenue reconstruction from 230th to 244th Streets
These projects are just a part of the city’s unprecedented $66 million
capital improvement plan for the years 2006 through 2014 with important
improvements to our streets, parks, sidewalks, facilities, utilities and open
space areas. Our thanks to our federal and state partners for helping the
city achieve these critical infrastructure improvements.
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Ideas Shared for Future Park Plan
On May 26, the city’s Recreation and Parks
Advisory Commission and Neighborhood Park
Improvement Subcommittee hosted a meeting

to discuss ideas on potential park improvements
and amenities that the community would
like to see included in a conceptual plan

for Bicentennial Park. About twenty-five local
residents attended the meeting about the quiet
five-acre park located at 4105 222nd Street SW.
Ideas that emerged from the meeting
included adding a hard surface trail around
the perimeter of the park, installing security
lighting, and improving the playground with
newer equipment including a climbing wall.
Participants also discussed adding picnic
facilities such as barbecues, benches, and
tables, refurbishing the hay wagon, improving
the drainage, and relocating the existing
playground and gazebo. Other concepts under
consideration include designating a section
of the park for native plants, coordinating
with Cedar Way Elementary for nature or
environmental program opportunities, adding
restrooms and maintaining the “Bicentennial”
Park theme.
Recreation & Parks Director Don Sarcletti,
Parks & Property Management Superintendent
Ken Courtmanch and Police Sergeant Kevin
Pickard helped facilitate the meeting. The
gathering followed the May 15 Community
Clean Up at the park where volunteers removed
several dumpsters of overgrown vegetation to
make the park more attractive and visible to the
surrounding neighborhood.

Water/Sewer Rate Analysis
The water and sewer rates you pay help to maintain and replace
the system that brings water to your home and treats sewage at
the plant in Edmonds. To help ensure that we have adequate
funds to maintain these utilities, we conduct a rate study every
five years.
The rate study looks at how much it will cost to maintain the
system over a six-year period. The study looks at which group
pays what (homeowners, businesses, apartment complexes, etc.)
and helps to make certain that each group is covering its share.
For example, providing water for businesses often costs more
than to provide water to homes because businesses need added
water in storage reservoirs for their fire sprinklers. Similarly, it
often costs more to treat industrial sewage than it does sewage
coming from homes.
The City Council reviewed the study at a meeting on June 3,
and adopted rates on June 17. The proposed rates will not go
into effect until 2013. The new rates will be adjusted as follows:
2013

2014

2015

2016

Water

3.50%

3.50%

3.75%

3.75%

Sewer

3.00%

3.00%

3.00%

3.00%

The Council also adopted a water conservation program that
will go into effect in 2013. This conservation program is intended
to comply with state and federal requirements calling for water
utilities to encourage conservation of water. The program will
require customers to pay a higher rate when they use more than
1,000 cubic feet of water per month (the average is 700 cubic
feet per month), and a higher rate again when a customer uses
greater than 2,000 cubic feet of water per month.
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City Councilmembers presented a proclamation to the Mountlake
Terrace High School baseball team at their annual awards ceremony.
For the first time in the history of the baseball program, the Hawks
won a state tournament game. With 3 runs scored in their last at
bat, Mountlake Terrace came back to defeat Central Kitsap, 5-4, and
advanced to the second round of the tournament. The team lost to
eventual state champion Kentwood in their next game, but they
finished the season with an outstanding record of 18 and 7 and #5
ranking of Division 4A teams in the state. Our congratulations to the
baseball team for a fantastic season along with the student-athletes of
other teams who made Mountlake Terrace a force to be reckoned with
this past school year!
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Conservation Program Offers Rebates
Mountlake Terrace residents are able to
take advantage of several regional programs
to help conserve water. Currently there are
two rebate programs that provide up to a
$100 reimbursement for the purchase of water
efficient toilets and clothes washers. Rebate
program information is available at www.

cityofmlt.com under “How Do I”, then click
“participate in the water rebate program.”
In addition to rebate programs, the city
also encloses lawn water calendars in your
utility bill and has limited supplies of water
conservation kits available. Water conservation
kits are focused on either indoor or outdoor

water use. Indoor kits contain water conserving
shower head and faucet aerator, while outdoor
kits contain water conserving hose nozzles and
automatic hose timers. Kits are made available
free of charge on a first come basis (limit one
of each type) to Mountlake Terrace residents at
the Utility Billing Counter of City Hall.

Tips for “Going Green”
Water Saving Tips in the Garden
Gardening is a fulfilling and rewarding outdoor activity for many.
It can also use many resources, among them water. Millions of gallons
of water are used to feed thirsty gardens and lawns each year. You
can use your gardening interest to preserve precious water resources.
Saving water also saves your pocketbook.
Quick and easy ways to reduce the amount of water you buy to
use in the garden:
• Adjust your lawn mower to a higher setting. Longer grass retains
water better.

• Water in the early morning, when temperatures are cooler, to
minimize evaporation.
• Adjust sprinklers so only your lawn or garden is watered and not
the house, sidewalk, or street.
• Collect and use rainwater for watering your garden. This water is
low in minerals and salts and chemical free.
• Direct downspouts or gutters toward shrubs or trees.
• Install a drip irrigation system around your trees and shrubs to
water more efficiently.

Article provided by Earth Share, www.earthshare.org.
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2010 Citizens Academy

Animal Control
(425) 744-6256
Building Permits
(425) 744-6267
Business Licenses
(425) 744-6211
city manager
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
Engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire Business Line
(425) 551-1200
Library
(425) 776-8722
Passports
(425) 744-6224
Pet Licenses
(425) 670-8260
Planning
(425) 744-6266
Police Business
(425) 670-8260
Public Works
(425) 670-8264
Pavilion & Pool
(425) 776-9173
Recycling & Transfer Station
(425) 388-3425
Street Lights Out
(425) 670-8264
Traffic Ticket/VIOLATIONS Bureau
(425) 744-6228
Utility Billing
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

The city’s third annual Citizens Academy
recently graduated 18 students. Taught by
members of the City of Mountlake Terrace
Police Department, the class covered a wide
range of subjects such as Patrol, Detectives,
Domestic Violence, Evidence, Code Enforcement, Animal Control, SWAT, DUI, 911
Dispatch, and K9.
Instructors conducted a number of
demonstrations and SWAT members brought
their gear for participants to examine.
Students toured the SNOCOM 911 dispatch
facility, the Mobile Communication Vehicle
and they were able to attend a ride-along with
a Police Officer.
The enthusiastic class included a 20

year-old interested in a possible law
enforcement career and a 63 year-old man, who
was just curious. Some students were business
owners, one was a victim of a violent crime,
and others just wanted to get more involved.
The class also included presentations
on recreation and parks, building permits,
code compliance, budget, human resources,
Civic Campus, community outreach, public
works, stormwater management, and the
City Council.
The academy recruits new students at
the beginning of each year. Watch the
city’s newsletter and website for future
announcements.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 15, 8 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
OCTOBER 6, 6 p.m.
Center Court
Wednesday
NOVEMBER 10, 8 a.m.
Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

