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Back Row: Rodney Casper
Casper, Bo Bowen
Bowen, Mario Tostado
Tostado, Ron Haider
Haider, Tom Hebner
Hebner, Mary Anne Jorgenson
Jorgenson, Eddward Hopkins
Hopkins, Bobbie Barry
Barry,
Dale Anderson, Tim Ayers.
Middle Row: Seth Church, Julie Casper, Danny and Ruth Abad, Mark Brumfield, Gerald and Roslyn Jackson, Sashil and Bob Pillay, Leanne
Hopkins, Robin Anderson, Mercia Ayers.
Front Row: Lynn Drinnin, Steve Harmon, Kathy DeHart, Viola Scoby, Judy Stipek, Cecil and Marilyn Scott, Sharon Brumfield.

Evergreen Awards Showcase Pride in Properties
Over
ver one hundred people attended the inaugural
Mountlake
ntlake Terrace Evergreen Awards Ceremony held at
the Ballinger Clubhouse in late September. Funded by a
grant from Snohomish County-Camano Association of
Realtors, the program’s goal was to promote beautification
efforts in the city by recognizing residents and businesses
who take pride in maintaining their properties.
This program also helped promote conservation as part of
the city’s sustainability strategy.
Of approximately 120 nominations, 24 award-winning
properties were selected after being judged against other
nominees within their neighborhood. The city has six
designated neighborhoods including East Mountlake
Terrace, Gateway, Lake Ballinger, Melody Hill, North
Mountlake Terrace, and Town Center.
Winners included 13 residential property owners, seven
business owners, and one multifamily property owner. A
single Transformation Award recognized a property that was
renovated to become an asset to the community. There were
two Sustainable Awards presented that honored property
owners who best utilized green features to help preserve
the environment. The event also included 14 Honorable
Mention Awards to those who were finalists this year and
are eligible to win in future years.
Remaining funds from this year’s grant can be applied to
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next year’s program if the City Council can fund the rest. Look for nomination
forms at city facilities and online at www.cityofmlt.com
www cityofmlt com next spring to nominate
the jewel in your neighborhood. Or, start thinking about how you can make
your own property an Evergreen Award Winner! See list of winners on page 6.

Mountlake Terrace Honored
as a Best Neighborhood
Two Consecutive Top 5 Ratings
For the second straight year, Seattle Magazine scoredd
Mountlake Terrace in the top 5 for “Overall Bestt
Neighborhoods” out of 110 of the best-known Seattle
neighborhoods and surrounding cities.
Mountlake Terrace scored well in the criteria for this honor including low
crime rates, park acreage, commute times to downtown
Seattle and Redmond, percentage of 4th grade students
passing the WASL (Washington Assessment of Student
Learning) test, median home price, and change in median
home price from 2007-2008.
When asked about this recognition, Mayor Jerry Smith
said, “The secret is out. We always knew that Mountlake
Terrace was a great place to live and now it’s been confirmed
twice by a major publication.”
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Neighbors Help Decide on
Improvements to Parks
The Neighborhood Parks Improvement
Subcommittee (NPIS) is comprised of citizen
volunteers who take an annual inventory
of neighborhood parks and recommend
improvements to the Recreation and Parks
Advisory Commission (RPAC). Each NPIS
member must live within a half mile of
the park they represent. A “Neighborhood
Park” is defined as an area located within
the residential neighborhood, usually within
easy walking distance of everyone living in
the neighborhood. The park should serve all
the citizens of the neighborhood, with active
play areas for children and passive areas
for adults.
The Mountlake Terrace neighborhood
parks inventory includes Jack Long Park,
Fire Fighters Memorial Park, Matt Hirvela/
Bicentennial Park, Terrace Ridge Park,
Terrace Creek Park, and Veterans Memorial
Park. In addition, some of the Mountlake
Terrace community and regional parks have

elements that qualify as neighborhood parks
including Ballinger Park (boat and fishing
access, playground, and tennis courts),
Evergreen Playfield (playground and picnic
area) and the Forest Crest Park play area.
Recently, the NPIS recommended play
equipment improvements including the
new climbing apparatus and swings at
Veterans Memorial Park and the new play
structure at the Forest Crest Playfield.
The NPIS has also worked with the RPAC
on the Recreation and Parks Open Space
Master Plan, and they recently worked with
the city to apply for grant funding to replace
the play equipment at the Evergreen
Playfield Complex.
If you have an interest to serve on the
NPIS or if you would like to provide
input about your neighborhood park,
please contact Parks Services and Property
Management Superintendent Ken
Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811.

Third quarter crime statistics and a recent code
enforcement update show a continued downward
trend in crime for the City of Mountlake Terrace.
The table shows decreases in people and property
crimes compared to the year to date totals through
the third quarter of last year. “I am very proud of our
staff’s efforts and hard work to make the community
safer,” stated Police Chief Greg Wilson.
Citations and arrests in 2009 are up 69% and traffic
infractions are up 23% compared to 2008 statistics.
“Our presence in the community is providing our
citizens and visitors a sense of safety and making
criminals and violators very uncomfortable,” added
Chief Wilson. He also reported that the Department’s
Detective Division has cleared 191 of 264 cases by
arrest, an amazing 72%.
Property Crimes
People Crimes
Citations Issued
Traffic Infractions
Clearance Rate for Detectives

-8%
- 17%
+69%
+23%
72%

Neighborhood Parks
Representatives
Ballinger Parks
Marsee Skidmore
Bicentennial Park/Matt Hirvela
Dawn Swapp
Evergreen Play Area
Lori Kuehl
Firefighters Memorial Park
Karla Frankenberg
Forest Crest Park
Miriam Terry
Jack Long Park
Open Position
Terrace Creek Park
Sandi Pistole
Terrace Ridge Park
Mika Harmon
Veterans Memorial Park
Kathy Tuura
Roving Position
Belinda Riba

Back row (left to right): Belinda Riba, Marsee Skidmore and Dawn Swapp.
Front row: Karla Frankenberg, Sandi Pistole and Kathy Tuura.
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RPAC Liaison
Keith Edholm
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Council Highlights
November
• Sound Transit Briefing on Bus Service Plans
for Freeway Station
• Reviewed Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Proposals
• Reviewed Property Tax Levy Ordinance
• Reviewed Water System Comprehensive Plan
• Public Hearing on 2009-2010 Mid-Biennial
Budget Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2010-2015
Transportation Improvement Program Ordinance
• Third Quarter Code Enforcement and Crime
Statistics Report
• Approved Amendment to Waste
Management Agreement
• Approved Applications for CDBG Grants
• Public Hearing on 2010 Revenue Sources
• Adopted Property Tax Levy Ordinance

Construction Highlights
Projects completed in 2009
52nd/53rd Avenues West Water Main Construction
Approximately a mile and a half of water main was constructed in 52nd
and 53rd Avenues West. The improvements were installed in 52nd Avenue
between 212th and 226th. South of 226th the route crossed Terrace Creek
Park, past the Recreation Pavilion and along 53rd Avenue to 230th Street.
The south end of the project was at 52nd and 230th.

244th Street SW Overlay
This joint jurisdiction project with the City of Shoreline provided the
repaving of 244th Street from 56th to Ballinger Way. The work included
storm system repairs and new sidewalk ramps. Between 56th and 59th the
street was reconfigured to three lanes, with two through lanes, a two-way
left turn lane, and bike lanes.
rd

nd

223 & 42 Sidewalk
This project provided a new sidewalk (pictured above) on the south side
of 223rd Street SW and on west side of 42nd Place West between the traffic
signal at 44th Avenue West and the walkway to Cedar Way Elementary
School. It also eliminated a gap in the sidewalk network and created a
continuous pedestrian access throughout the neighborhood.

2009 Chip Seal Program
Residential streets totaling 2.5 miles in two areas were chip sealed in this
year’s pavement preservation program. One area was bounded by 222nd,
228th, 44th and 48th. The other area was east of Cedar Way and south of
228th adjacent to Cedar Plaza.
nd

52 Avenue West Reconstruction Project
This project included repaving nearly one-half mile of 52nd Avenue West,
from 212th to 220th. It included constructing new sidewalk ramps, replacing
deteriorated curb and sidewalk, making storm and sewer repairs, installing
new traffic signs, and restriping the street.
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• Public Hearing and Adopted Water Systems
Comprehensive Plan Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Ordinance
Approving the Transfer of Control of Cable
Franchisee Verizon Northwest to Frontier
Communications Corporation

October
• Reviewed Local Revitalization Financing Options
• Joint Public Works Shop Space Needs
Assessment Update
• Adopted Ordinance Repealing Ordinance Related
to Use of Automated Traffic Safety Cameras
• Authorized Agreement for Grant Application with
State Department of Ecology
• Adopted Resolution Supporting Sno-Isle Library
District Proposition No. 1
• Approved Arts and Cultural Strategic Plan
• Economic Development/Development
Services Update
• Adopted Resolution Opposing I-1033
• Approved Agreement with SNOCOM for
Financial Services
• Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Process Update
• Stormwater Public Education Update
• Reviewed Six-Year Financial Forecast
• Reviewed 2009-2010 Mid-Biennial
Budget Modifications
• Reviewed 2010-2015 Transportation
Improvement Program

3

Interest in
Development Projects
Remains Strong
Attractive
ctive development in the community
comm
mun
unit
ityy is moving
mov
movin
ing forward, as shown on the map above,
despite the current economic recession
recession.
Town Center projects that could be built in the next 2-3 years total $65-85 million in private
investment in our community. These are in various planning stages now.
Some of the specific development activity throughout the city includes a 53-unit townhome
project, a fruit and produce business, a cottage housing project, the ongoing construction of
the Sound Transit Flyer Stop in the I-5 median, the upcoming repaving and new landscaping
for the surface parking lot at the Community Transit Park and Ride, and completion of a
7-unit multifamily project.
In 2009, significant development activity has included 5 approved land uses, 9 approved
land uses pending construction, 5 new land use applications, 18 preliminary or preapplication
meetings on development proposals, and 3 proposed comprehensive plan amendments.
Eleven projects have already been completed this year. This list does not include the many
improvements to existing residences and commercial buildings.
Although the actual permitting and construction rate is down from some previous years,
interest in Mountlake Terrace remains strong. Planning, permitting and construction are all
expected to increase as the market recovers.
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Update on
Old City Hall
The oold City Hall building is being
scheduled for demolition, as safety conditions
caused city
cit services to move out last July. Since
then, hazardous
material assessments have
haz
been
completed and the building has been
b
prepared for demolition. An invitation to bid
for abatement and demolition was advertised
and at press time, the Council was scheduled
to consider the contract at their December
7 meeting.
The abatement of hazardous materials
should begin in January and the demolition of
the building should be completed by the end
of this winter. The city currently has a five-year
lease agreement at the Redstone Building,
Interim City Hall. The future of the Civic
Center campus and the recommendation
made by the volunteer Civic Facility Advisory
Task Force will be reviewed and discussed by
the City Council in 2010.
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City of Mountlake Terrace Financial Forecast
General Government Funds s 2006-2014
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Difference between operating revenues and operating expenditures.
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$22,000,000

Operating
Revenue
Operating
Expenses

$16,000,000
$14,000,000
$12,000,000

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Six-Year Financial Forecast Report
Cities and counties throughout the country are feeling the impact
of the current economic recession. Mountlake Terrace is no exception.
Despite the current economic volatility and recession, the city has
been able to maintain services at levels the community has come to
expect and appreciate.
The City Council reviewed the Six-Year Financial Forecast report
in November that stated no reductions to key municipal services
such as public safety, parks, development services, public works and
recreation currently are anticipated. The city continues to hold its
own financially and is projected to meet bottom-line financial and
operational objectives for 2009 and beyond even in this time of great
economic uncertainty.
How is the city able to maintain services? Through sound
financial and management policies including a conservative
approach to estimating revenue collections coupled with
preventative measures that focus on limiting all discretionary
spending and significant belt tightening. The city began implementing
these measures in mid-2008. This proactive approach has helped

maintain basic municipal services at current levels and has ensured
the city’s short- and long-term financial integrity and stability.
In summary, while the City of Mountlake Terrace does have
challenges, action strategies and preventative approaches put into
place have allowed the city to maintain current service levels. Just like
families and businesses in our community, the city will live within its
financial means.
The good news is that this approach will also allow the city to
continue to focus on the Council and community’s goals of ensuring
the city’s financial health and stability, economic development, capital
infrastructure investment, communication and outreach with the
community, and key essential public services such as public safety,
parks, development services, recreation, streets, and utilities.
To listen to the financial forecast report or find more information
including a list of measures the city is taking to keep expenditures in
line with available revenue, go to www.cityofmlt.com and click “online
public meetings”. Look for the October 28 and November 2 City
Council meeting links.
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Holiday Crime
Prevention
Shopping:

Be a Crime Watch Volunteer
Are you going on vacation for the holidays or maybe for the
whole winter? Do you wish you had someone to check on your
home while you are gone? The Police Department offers this free
service to Mountlake Terrace residents though its volunteer Crime
Watch program.
Our program has been in place for over 21 years and is operated
solely on donations. Simply fill out a request form and Crime Watch
volunteers will do periodic checks of your property to make sure doors
are secured and things are not disturbed. Volunteers work with patrol
officers and will advise them by radio of anything suspicious.
Crime Watch volunteers also assist at city functions such as the
Tour de Terrace parade and National Night Out. Occasionally
they are also called on to help with tasks like distributing notices door
to door when the Police Department holds open houses.
The city is very grateful for the work that the Crime Watch volunteers
do for the community. Pictured here are our Crime Watch volunteers at
their annual appreciation lunch. For more information on the Crime
Watch program or to become a volunteer, please call (425) 640-8260.

Crowded malls and long lines can be very distracting. A little
planning will help keep you from being the victim of a Grinch during
the holidays. Use a small, comfortable handbag that you can keep
close to your body or a wallet you can carry in an inside jacket pocket.
Carry cash in a front pocket and only bring along the cash you need.
Use credit and debit cards for purchases and put them away in the
same place after each purchase.
It is best if you can plan to buy high end items last. If you do have to
store them in the trunk of your car to do more shopping, move your
car to another location in the parking lot. Be aware of who and what
is around you when you return to your car. Get your keys out and
have your cell phone handy. If someone looks suspicious, go back in
the store and ask for security or strike up a friendly conversation with
another shopper in the parking lot, even if they are not close by. This
creates a connection to someone, who is now watching out for you
(and you are doing the same for them).

At Home:
Whether you are traveling or staying home for the holidays, you can
take some simple steps to keep your neighborhood from being a target
for crime. Make your house look lived in if you are away. Put lights on
timers and have a neighbor keep and eye on your place. Have Crime
Watch volunteers check your house. It is a free service offered by the
Police Department and request forms are on our website.
Look out for your neighbors and report strange or suspicious activity. Turn on outside lights and lock up your house, outbuildings and vehicles in driveways. Don’t leave anything in your
car. Shopping bags or even jackets left in cars may be intriguing enough
for a vehicle prowler to want to see what is inside. Even if they don’t
get anything, you are still left with the expense of a broken window.
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City Ready for Snow and Ice
When it snows or there is the potential
for ice to develop on city streets, the Public
Works Department is ready to respond with
five trucks equipped with plows and sanding
bodies and one truck equipped with antiicing/deicing equipment. Snow plowing and
deicing route maps have been updated for
2009. Routes are prioritized by the following
factors: volume and speed of traffic, terrain,
transit routes, routes to schools and routes
used by emergency services. Crews will
concentrate on primary and secondary routes
that have the heaviest traffic or significant
grade. Once these routes have been cleared,

Tips for

crews begin plowing third tier routes to serve
residential neighborhoods.
Two of the five trucks equipped with plows
and sanding bodies are new in 2009, greatly
expanding the city’s capability to respond
to major snowfall events. When there is
significant snowfall or prolonged conditions,
the Public Works Department is prepared to
staff three shifts for snow removal and antiicing/deicing around the clock.
There are many things you can do to be
more prepared for snow and ice events:
1) Move vehicles from city streets until snow
removal is complete, as crews can plow better

when cars ar
are
re not parked
parked on the street;
2) Locate alternate parking if you live on a
steep hill; 3) Stay off roads unless absolutely
necessary; 4) Give yourself plenty of time to
get to your destination and allow plenty of
room between you and the vehicle ahead; and
5) Review the priority routes and plan your
trip accordingly.
When you encounter trucks engaged in
snow or ice removal please do the following:
yield the right of way if you can do so safely;
keep back at least 50 feet; and do not attempt
to pass.

“Going Green”

Reduce Your Holida y Wa ste

Trees: To help prevent waste from cutting down and
disposing of live trees, you can buy a potted tree and plant it
after the holidays. Ask your local nursery for advice on which
species of evergreen trees will thrive in our climate.
Batteries: About 40 percent of all battery sales occur during
the holiday season. Buy rechargeable batteries to accompany
your gifts, and consider giving a battery charger. Rechargeable
batteries reduce the amount of potentially harmful materials
thrown away, and can save money in the long run.
Lights: Turn off or unplug holiday lights during the day.
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Doing so will not only save energy, but will also help your lights
last longer.
Decorations: Create and use decorations such as ornaments
made from old greeting cards or cookie dough, garlands made
from strung popcorn or cranberries, wreaths made from artificial
greens and flowers, and potpourri made from kitchen spices
such as cinnamon and cloves.
Gifts: Check labels on gifts to determine an item’s recyclability
and whether it is made from recycled materials. Buying recycled
encourages manufacturers to make more recycled-content
products available.
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Pavilion Holiday Open House
Friday, December 18, 4:00-8:30 pm • 5303 228th Street SW

BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY INFORMATION
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6266
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

CALL 911
FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
codeenforcement@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Come to the Recreation Pavilion and check
out the exciting ways you can shake those
Winter Blues. Opportunities for recreation
and sports are plentiful during the winter
months when the days are shorter. The
nationally acclaimed Pavilion is a landmark
in Mountlake Terrace and a popular regional
destination where the community can enjoy
the 87-degree swimming pool, relax in the
whirlpool spa, work out in the exercise room,
play racquetball or join a sport league.
The Recreation Pavilion will be holding a
Holiday Open House on Friday, December
18 from 4:00-8:30 pm. For just $2.00 per
person, your family can enjoy a swim in
our award-winning pool, play in our indoor

playground, sample some of our fun fitness
classes, and get information about all of
our youth programs. If you bring a nonperishable item for the food bank, you
pay only $1.00 per person. We will have
specials at the ‘Spresso Splash Café, and if
you are new to our programs, you can set
up your registration account and get a free
swim-lesson placement evaluation! Specific
schedules are available at the Pavilion or on
our website, www.mltrec.com.
See what’s in store to keep you moving
in 2010! Check out all the year-round
opportunities for fun on our website or call
(425) 776-9173 for more information on
our programs.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library
Lib
brary Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Thursday of each month
h
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Halll

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 6, 8 am
WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 10, 6 pm

Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

