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Economic Development Happening in MLT
“Aspen Lane” Offers More Housing Options
When choosing where to live,
more people want to be in Mountlake
Terrace. Jobs, good schools, places to
walk, restaurants, medical facilities,
entertainment, and a variety of
housing — they are all here.
Aspen Lane is one example
of new homes that have recently
become part of the community.
This development of six townhomes
is located at 4028 214th Street SW.
Dave Nolan, Builder at Aspen
Lane, stated, “We chose Mountlake
Terrace because it’s a great place to
live; with super recreational facilities,
a top-notch transit system, and an
exciting new Town Center, destined
to put an exclamation point on an
already vibrant community.”
Mountlake Terrace has lots
of other housing choices too —
recognizing that some people want
small residences and others bigger; some want attached dwellings, such as townhomes or flats, and some want stand-alone houses. In a large part
of the city, property owners in single-family zones can have or create smaller lots (4,800 square feet) if they want. Owners interested in this option
are welcome to contact a city planner at (425) 744-6280 to see if this would work for their property.
As the economic recession begins to ease up, building and remodeling of all kinds — both residential and commercial — is starting again. For a
look at key projects in some phase of development, check out an interactive map on the city’s website. (Go to www.cityofmlt.com; then click “City
Services” and “Development Services;” then “Development Activities.”) The map shows projects across the city; when you see a project number,
you can click on it and a small “balloon” will pop up
and tell you what the project is.
A commercial project of special interest is the major
renovation that will fill up the old CompUSA building
in the Gateway Plaza area, just north of 244th. Gene
Juarez Salon and Academy — plus their corporate
Residents and businesses are encouraged to
offices — are moving into this space, aiming to open in
sign up to receive up-to-date emergency notifications through
January, 2013. While the salon and academy will take
the MyStateUSA Alert Sense System. The city and other emergency response
up at least half of the space, corporate offices will now
providers use the alert system to warn people quickly when hazardous weather or other
take the remainder. Gene Juarez facilities are a large
emergencies may affect the local area. You may elect to receive alerts by e-mail or text
regional draw.
message. To sign up, go to www.cityofmlt.com and click on the “Public Alert Sign Up”
Downtown, on the corner of 56th Avenue W (“Main
link on our home page.
Street”) and 236th Street SW, a new mixed use project
The alert system allows individuals without landline phone service to link their
(“Arbor Village”) is shaping up. When complete, it will
address and cell phone to receive notifications affecting their registered location.
have about 10,000 square feet of commercial space with
Emergency information is posted on the website when an alert is issued and you can
123 residential units above.
receive a text message or email when you are away from home.
The new projects show Mountlake Terrace’s quality
MyStateUSA is an emergency management alert system provided by Snohomish
of life is becoming even more attractive.
County’s Department of Emergency Management, in coordination with the county’s
911 Call Centers (including our own SNOCOM Dispatch Center).

Sign Up For Emergency
Notifications
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Construction Update
222nd Street SW Water Main and Sidewalk Improvements (39th to 44th)

When Weather
Interrupts Waste
Collection
With fall almost at an end, winter storms
and dangerous road conditions can impact us
at any time. Waste Management has special
collection information for those days when
snow and icy conditions interrupt your
regular weekly collection.

Construction of this project began in September. It includes constructing curbs, sidewalks,
sidewalk ramps, drainage improvements, a new 12-inch diameter water main, new water services,
and fire hydrants. The new curbing and sidewalk will be constructed on the north side of
222nd Street SW, including the frontage of Bicentennial Park. The sidewalk and drainage
improvements are partially funded by a Community Development Block Grant. The remaining
costs are funded by the city’s Street Construction, Stormwater, and Water Funds.

Garbage and Recycling
Next regularly scheduled collection day

Eastside Water Main Improvements

Multifamily/Commercial
As soon as conditions improve. In
some commercial areas, WM may
collect after regular hours and/or on
Saturdays in order to catch up.

On the east side of the city, new 8 and 12 inch diameter mains will be installed in 228th Street
SW between 39th and 48th, in 44th Avenue W and Cedar Way from 227th to the 23400 block, and
in 39th Avenue W between 226th and 228th. The project is supported by the city’s Water Fund.
Construction is expected to begin in early January.

54th Avenue Sidewalks (220th to 223rd)
Curbs and sidewalks will be constructed on the west side of 54th Avenue W. In advance of
the sidewalk construction project, a new storm system was installed earlier this year in spring.
The sidewalk improvements are partially funded by a Safe Routes to School Grant administered
by the Washington State Department of Transportation. Construction is expected to begin
in February.

Yard Debris
On Saturday following the interrupted
collection

If bad weather occurs two weeks in a row,
an additional collection will be made on the
next possible business day that same week.
For more information, you can call Waste
Management at (425) 481-1100 or visit
www.wmnorthwest.com.

Winter Fitness at Recreation Pavilion
Are you ready to take the plunge and try a new fitness activity? How about water exercise? Water exercise is one of the best non-impact
fitness activities around and just about anybody can participate. The Recreation Pavilion pool offers seven different water fitness classes
including the Arthritis Aquatics Program, Low Intensity Fitness Training (LIFT), Water Walk, River Fitness, Shallow Water Fitness, Deep
Water Fitness and Aqua Zumba.
That is not the only option though! If you prefer to keep your feet
dry and stay on land, we offer very popular workouts such as Zumba.
Zumba is a high-energy fitness class that fuses Latin rhythms into a
workout. Hip Hop fitness is also a great way to move to the beat and
increase your heart rate. Beyond those high energy exercises, there
are also more relaxing ways to relieve stress such as SilverSneakers,
Gentle Yoga, Yoga for Core Strength, Hawaiian Hula, and Stretch
& Strength with Vini Yoga.
Along the same vein, our martial arts classes are a great choice
for a lifelong learner. These all age options include Jujutsu,
Ki Aikido and Tai Chi/Qigong. Through these techniques
practitioners gain self-defense skills. Try something new and you
could find yourself stress free and losing weight!
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Keep Your Pet Safe –
Renew Their License
Mountlake Terrace Pet Licenses
Expire on December 31
The City of Mountlake Terrace reminds pet owners that annual
licenses expire on December 31, 2012. Pet owners should watch their
mail for a pet license renewal reminder. A pet license is the best way to
ensure the safe return of a lost pet.
Animals taken into custody by officers will now be held at PAWS
in Lynnwood, located at 15305 44th Avenue W. In the past, animals
were taken to Adix Bed and Bath
in Edmonds. The impound fee
for a pet taken to the animal
shelter is $145.
All cats or dogs, three
months old or older, must
have and be wearing a current
city tag to comply with city
codes. Pets that are new to the
city have up to 30 days for their
owners to purchase license
tags at the Police Station,
5906 232 nd Street SW. The
tags are current for one year,
and must be renewed every
year thereafter. The licensing year matches the calendar year, so tags
purchased now will be current until December 2013.
Discounts apply for any spayed or neutered pets, as well as for all
senior citizens 65 years or older with altered animals. The costs for pet
licenses are $31 for unaltered pets, $15.50 for altered pets, and a senior
citizen rate of $8.50 for altered pets only.
For more information on pet licensing, please call Animal Control
at (425) 744-6256 or the Police Department at (425) 670-8260.

City Finances
Recognized
Standard & Poor’s (S&P) recognized the City of Mountlake Terrace
as a strong borrower and safe investment following a utility revenue
bond sale to fund utility construction projects earlier this fall.
The city’s high “AA” S&P bond rating indicates the city is a quality
borrower with very strong capacity to meet its financial commitments.
Jane Towery, Managing Director of Piper Jaffray & Company
who sold the tax exempt bonds said, “The city achieved a rate that
I haven’t seen in years in the market; a 20-year bond at 2.33%.” She
added, “Mountlake Terrace reviews utility rates annually, and the city’s
financials are very strong. These are the things investors are looking
for.”
The strong bond rating and favorable pricing for these bonds affirms
the City of Mountlake Terrace is making sound financial decisions
and is carefully managing its limited resources.
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Council Highlights
November
• Reviewed Proposed Transfer of Development Rights
Ordinance
• 3rd Quarter 2012 Financial Report and Performance
Measures
• 3rd Quarter 2012 Police Department Report
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2013-2018 Transportation
Improvement Program Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2013-2014 Biennial Budget
Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2013 Property Tax
Levy Ordinance
• Approved Agreement with City of Shoreline for
Vehicle Maintenance
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with City of Shoreline for
Joint Purchasing
• Adopted Resolution Establishing 2013-2017 Recreation and
Park Fees
• Adopted Resolution to Update Building and Fire
Fee Schedule
• Adopted Resolution to Update Civil Engineering and Land
Use Fee Schedule
• Approved Regional and State Legislative Priorities for
Projects
• Public Hearing and Approved Shoreline Permit for McAleer
Creek Culvert Replacement Project
• Reviewed Comprehensive Plan

October
• 2013-2014 Proposed Biennial Budget Department
Presentations
• Updated on LEOFF 1 Disability Board
• Reviewed Legislative Agenda
• Approved Interlocal Agreement for Regional Fire Authority
Planning Process for Consulting Services
• Public Hearing and Adopted Transportation Code
Update Ordinances
• Adopted Utility Revenue Bond Ordinance
• Adopted Resolution Establishing Animal License, Impound
and Service Fees
• Adopted Ordinance Amending MTMC 6.30 Animal Control
• Appointed Interim Planning Commissioner
• Appointed MLT LEOFF 1 Disability Board City
Council Representatives
• Presentation of Proposed 2013-2014 Biennial Budget
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Volunteers are Valued Treasu

Premera Blue Cross Employees

Why are volunteers important? They help the city leverage our
limited resources to do the extra things we would like to do but probably
cannot afford, especially during tough financial times. Some examples
are park improvements like clearing brush, painting picnic tables and
benches, and building retaining walls just to name a few. At the same
time, volunteering can benefit those who are seeking work experience
or community service projects.
Did you know volunteers donated about 5,500 hours of their time
to the city through the first nine months of this year? When you factor
in the total hours for a full year, these volunteer efforts equate to more
than THREE full-time employees. That’s amazing!
Each year, we utilize our massive volunteer power to focus on specific
parks. This year’s focus was Firefighters Memorial Park and Terrace
Ridge Park, two parks about to undergo further improvements in 2013.
Some of the larger and busier parks were addressed in previous years.
The City of Mountlake Terrace is so fortunate to have continual
volunteer support from our citizens who serve on our boards and

commissions; individuals and groups who provide support at our park
clean up events; Premera Blue Cross employees who donate numerous
hours to trail and park projects; service groups that do everything from
plant flowers at city entrance sites to help maintain the Disc Golf
Course and Off-Leash Dog Park; students who provide research and
administrative assistance; Eagle Scouts and Scout Troops who help
beautify our parks; and our neighbors from Brier, Edmonds, Lake
Forest Park and Lynnwood who have also contributed to the Mountlake
Terrace community.
As the year comes to a close, we would like to boast about the fantastic
volunteers we have in Mountlake Terrace and the surrounding area
and many of the projects they did. It’s difficult to name all the many
individuals, so we have included a general list of those who contributed
to improving our quality of life in Mountlake Terrace this year. We
cannot thank you enough for your time, effort and commitment to the
City of Mountlake Terrace!

Volunteers
Alderwood/Terrace Rotary
City Board & Commission Members
Brier Community Church
Calvary Chapel Lynnwood
Cares of Washington
Citizens of Mountlake Terrace
Creekside Church
Crime Watch (Citizens)
Eagle Scouts & Their Families
Edmonds Community College Student
Fiji Community Association of Washington
Girl Scout Troop 50122
MLT Dog Owners Group
Mt. Baker Chapter of Boy Scouts of America
Mountlake Terrace Garden Club
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Profession

Mountlake Terrace High School Students
MLT Ward of the LDS Church
Lake Forest Park Resident
Police Cadets
Police Explorers
Police Reserve Officers
Premera Blue Cross Employees
Premera Blue Cross Green Team
Seattle Disc Golf Association
Seattle University Student
Shoreline Community College Student
Terrace/Brier Rotary
United Way
University of Idaho Student
University of Washington Students

Mountlake
Terrace

Created Urban Tree Guide
Created Tree Planting Guide
Created Recommended Tree List
Conducted Study for Lake Ballinger
Watershed Forum
Financial and comparative research
Accounting projects
Created Sustainability Strategy matrix
Took inventory at city parks for future planning
Administrative work for the Police Department
Gathered data/inventory of street lights,
pavement markings and signs
GIS mapping assistance
Photography at city events
Town Center walkability project
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res – A Look at 2012 Projects
Earth Day

Tree Lighting

Fall Cleanup

Earth Day

nal Projects
Provided home checks during citizens’
vacations
Cataloged & scanned utility/building plans
Catering assistance at Evergreen Awards
Operated food booths at National Night Out
Mass mailing projects
Provided notification about projects & events
Safety assistance at city events
Facilitated community park meetings
Provided cookies and coffee at Tree Lighting
Ceremony
Took inventory of on-street parking in
Town Center
Social Media awareness project
General event assistance

Park Projects
Ballinger Playfield and Playground

Brush removal along Hall Creek
Painted and repaired benches
Cleaned play equipment
Removed invasive species at the Ballfield
Complex
Firefighters Memorial Park

Painted/replaced boards on picnic tables
& benches
Painted garbage cans
Installed kiosk/reader board
Renovated the “Fire Truck” climbing
apparatus
Relocated “Fire Truck” to front of park
Interurban Trail

Brush and debris clean up
Cleaned signs
Picked up litter
Removed graffiti
Repainted walls
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Terrace Creek Park

Renovated gazebo
Repaired picnic table and bench
Installed kiosk/reader board
Terrace Ridge Park

Removed over 120 yards of brush & debris
Spread 15 yards of bark
Planted five dogwood trees
Cleaned & scrubbed play equipment
Painted all of the park’s picnic tables & benches
Other Parks

Cleaned play area at Bicentennial Park
Painted hay wagon at Bicentennial Park
Built retaining wall at Off-Leash Dog Park
Installed bench at Jack Long Park
Painted/repaired benches & tables at Jack Long Park
Installed 3 bird houses at Jack Long Park
Cleared/cleaned pathways at the Montesa pocket park
Planted 30 shrubs at Ballinger Lake Golf Course
parking lot
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New Civic Center Saves 30% Over Renting

At the January 7, 2013 meeting, the City
Council will consider an ordinance to place
a $25 million Capital Bond Measure on the
April 23, 2013 ballot. Why is the city going
back to voters, you might ask?
It boils down to one important financial
consideration. There is no funding to keeping
renting the Interim City Hall after 2014. Most
city revenues (82%) are legally restricted and

cannot be spent on this project. If a bond
measure to build a new Civic Center does
not pass, there are two other options: 1) Pass a
property tax increase to keep renting or 2) Cut
essential public services to afford rent on the
Interim City Hall.
Over the course of the 50-year life of the
building, the city saves over $18 million or 30%
by building new over renting. The project also

develops the currently vacant property that is a
deterrent to downtown investors.
The August 2012 Capital Bond Measure
received 57% of the vote, but fell 124 votes
short of the required 60% threshold. Take a
few minutes and learn more about the Civic
Center project on our website at www.cityofmlt.
com. Look under “Most Requested Services”
and click “Civic Center Project.”

Prepare for Winter Weather
Wind, flooding, freezing weather and snowstorms are common in our
area during winter months. Now is the time to be prepared.
The city prepares for winter weather by clearing streets and storm
drains, prepositioning sand bags, de-icing roads, and prioritizing snow
plow routes.
The city works with local media to
notify the public of situations that
have occurred in our area. We are also
proactive in posting emergency
information on our website, www.
cityofmlt.com, with more frequent
updates on Facebook and Twitter (find
links on our website).
Widespread power outages may
occur during these storms. Keep
a battery powered or crank radio
in your emergency kit along with
spare batteries. Create an emergency
preparedness kit with at least threedays of non-perishable food, water and
prescription medication for your home
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and office. (Don’t forget your pets!)
Prevent frozen water pipes and faucets by disconnecting garden hoses
and using molded foam covers. Drain outside lines and in-ground
sprinkler systems according to the installer’s instructions. Insulate pipes
in unheated areas like your crawl space,
attic, garage or basement. Open cabinet
doors below sinks to allow pipes more
heat in freezing weather. Allow a trickle
of water to flow at problem locations.
We ask that you help the city by
keeping the storm drains near your
home clear of leaves, debris, snow and
ice to prevent local flooding. It’s also
a good idea to have heating systems
checked by a professional and have
your chimneys cleaned.
For more information and snow
plow maps, please go to www.cityofmlt.
com and click on For Residents/
Emergency Preparedness/Winter
Preparedness.
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Evergreen Awards Build
Community Pride
The 2012 Evergreen Awards were a huge success with about 90
property owners and their guests attending a recognition reception
earlier this fall. The Evergreen Award Program has made quite an
impact in upgrading our community image. Property owners have
worked hard to improve their properties and the program has helped
build relations among neighbors and a bridge between nominees and
the city.
“When the program was created, we did not anticipate what a
positive impact it would have in terms of community outreach with
our citizens,” stated Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen.
“For most people, this program is their only contact with the city, and
it’s really enjoyable to see how much pride they have in their properties
and to share it with others.”
One of the most interesting homes we found in 2012 was Vernon
and Jennifer Winters’ residence (see photos), near Mountlake Terrace
Elementary School. They refer to their yard as their “Northwest
Demonstration Garden” that features Northwest native plant selection,
zone designs, hardscaping, circle path, creek and bridge. The Winters
shared that their gardening activities have brought them closer to
their neighbors with daily interaction through conversations about
the garden and their experiences. They enjoy the kids walking back
and forth to school each day while watching changes in the lifecycle
of plants, especially the strawberry and squash plants out by the road.
If you would like to nominate someone, please email us their address
at cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us and tell us what you like about their property.
Nomination forms for 2013 will also be available in the spring.
The nomination period closes in late May. Categories include Best
Maintained Residence, Best Maintained Business, Best Maintained
Multifamily Property, Most Sustainable, and Best Transformation.
Thanks to everyone who participated this year and our hope is that
the program will continue to grow in popularity, as former winners
and nominees help us find the following year’s award winners.
Congratulations to our 2012 winners!
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2012
Evergreen
Award
Winners
Troy & Kristy Christianson
Double DD Meats
Steve & Corinna Enge
Mark & Carla Haney
Edgar & Louise Hansen
Linda Huber
Bob & Connie Humphreys
Ric & Mary Ellen Jones

Jeff & Danielle Rice

Dorian Kelley

Richard & Kathy Rossi

Lakeside Apartments

John & Laurel Starkweather

Brandon & Jori Laverne

Studio 6 Hotel

Al & Donna Lima
Olga Lindbloom

Terrace Village Shopping
Center

Patrick & Carol McMahan

Stuart & Teri Thompson

Dave & Bonnie Mercer

Walnut Grove Townhomes

Merrill Gardens

West Plaza, LLC

Joann Minnis

Morton & “Chickie” Willits

Giang & Kim Pham

Vernon & Jennifer Winters
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“Hawk Way” Dedication

Animal Control
(425) 744-6256
Building Permits
(425) 744-6267
Business Licenses
(425) 744-6211
city manager
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
Engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire Business Line
(425) 551-1200
Library
(425) 776-8722
Passports
(425) 744-6224
Pet Licenses
(425) 670-8260
Planning
(425) 744-6266
Police Business
(425) 670-8260
Public Works
(425) 670-8264
Pavilion & Pool
(425) 776-9173
Recycling & Transfer Station
(425) 388-3425
Street Lights Out
(425) 670-8264
Traffic Ticket/VIOLATIONS Bureau
(425) 744-6228
Utility Billing
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Earlier this fall, Mountlake Terrace High School and Edmonds School District participated
in an event with the city to rename the 217th entrance to the high school as “Hawk Way.” The
enthusiastic rally featured performances from the school’s marching band and choir during a
procession of the new sign around the school. The idea to rename the street was suggested by Russ
Heagle, an MLT resident, whose stepson attended the school.
Following the formal program, the Associated Student Body Officers hoisted the sign from
the back of the truck and paraded it for all to see. Next the previously installed northbound
sign on 44th was unveiled. The “Hawk Way” sign meets new federal sign requirements for
larger lettering and since this private street has a 44th Avenue address, the actual mailing
address is unchanged.

?

Did You Know

that 24.6 miles or 38% of the city’s 65 miles of
roadway were improved between 2006 and 2012?
The city was very proactive in applying for (and
receiving) grant funds for many of these projects!

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday every other
month at 5:45 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission

Planning Commission

Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Second Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
Wednesday
December 12, 6 p.m.
Center Court
Wednesday
January 9, 8 a.m.
Jungle Room
Wednesday
February 13, 6 p.m.
Center Court
Wednesday
March 13, 8 a.m.
Jungle Room
Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

