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Future Civic Campus
Recommended to
City Council
After six months of meetings and open houses, an 11-member citizen
citizzen
Task Force appointed by the City Council to evaluate options on replacing the community’s aging public facilities presented their findings and
conceptual design recommendation for a new Civic Campus to the Council
on December 18. The Task Force also recommended that the Council seek
voter-approval to build the new Civic Campus.
The proposed Civic Campus, built on our existing site (located at 58th
Avenue West and 232nd Street) and projected to cost $37.7 million, would
incorporate our sustainable design standards and retain the library and
fire station while integrating new public spaces to include city offices,
public meeting spaces, observation deck, enhanced streetscapes, green
roofs and walls, police station, emergency operation center, community
center, senior activity center, civic green that would connect to Veterans
Memorial Park, spray fountain, ornamental garden, and amphitheater.
Year-round events could include farmers’ markets, public safety fairs,
> Continued on page 4
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Move to a Temporary
City Hall
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The Importance of
Economic Development
By Mayor Jerry Smith

I’m proud to report that our community is strong and we are moving forward to
achieve our vision for the future. Our community is poised for some of our greatest
accomplishments in decades. With strong finances, capital investments proceeding,
and an economic development strategy in place to revitalize our downtown, the coming
years will be some of our best ever, despite the current downturn in the economy.
The centerpiece of our economic development strategy will be in our downtown
where we have pulled together to attract private investment and develop
public facilities, bringing new relevance and vitality to our community. For
example, several property owners have expressed interest in redeveloping
their properties that will result in $85-$100 million in private investment
that will generate new tax revenue as well as new jobs that in turn will
allow the city to continue providing a high level of municipal services.
Why is economic development important? It is important to residents
because it lessens your tax burden. Mountlake Terrace’s commercial
properties generate a small amount of taxes, meaning residents have
to shoulder more responsibility than in most other communities. This
is especially true with the loss of Comp USA who was the city’s leading sales tax
provider and most recently, the closure of the Silver Dollar Casino.
The Council adopted an economic vitality strategy last fall to address our goal of
generating economic development. This goal will make our downtown come alive
and improve the quality of life for our citizens and, at the same time, attract new
businesses to help lighten the tax load off of our residents. It will also give our residents
more opportunities to shop and dine locally instead of in other communities.
Community Transit and Sound Transit continue to move ahead with their
public investments. The new park and ride garage next to I-5 will open this
month and in 2010, the long awaited Freeway “Flyer” Station will be constructed.
Long-term, Mountlake Terrace will have the first light rail station in Snohomish
County as it is extended from King County.
Even though our nation has been hit hard by the recession, Mountlake Terrace
is prepared and ready for the challenge. If we experience a slowdown in revenue
collections, we won’t spend what we don’t have. With the private investments
coming into our city, we continue to proceed in realizing the vision and we are
optimistic for the future.

UPCOMING CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
March 12 & 16 – Review and Adoption of Water System Comprehensive Plan
April 2 & 6 – Review and Adoption of Recreation, Parks and Open Space Master Plan
April 30 & May 4 – Review and Adoption of Cultural Arts Plan
TENTATIVE DATES:
Please call the City Clerk at (425) 744-6206 to confirm closer to the dates.
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Last month, the Council decided to lease office
space at the Redstone building beginning in May for
a temporary City Hall until a permanent building
can be developed. (See story on page 8.)
The move is in response to the ceiling collapse that
occurred in the Civic Center in July. Fortunately, the
building was empty at the time and no one was injured. Only the quick and immediate actions by several of our city employees prevented any
further impact to our employees and
the public who use our facilities.
Shortly thereafter, the Council directed that options be developed to
move to a safe and structurally sound
building. The concern is that if one
section of the building collapsed, other sections may too, especially since
we have reports dating back over 20 years detailing
many safety, structural and code problems with our
Civic Center.
Examples of the problems include: asbestos; does
not meet fire code (no sprinkler system and lack of
an up-to-date fire alarm); the electrical system does
not meet code and is barely adequate for current use
(computers, copiers, printers); insufficient handicapped access; insufficient restrooms; poor energy
efficiency; inefficient use of interior space due to
placement of the roof support columns; and most of
the heating and ventilation system is at end-of-life.
A 1991 study concluded that renovating the Civic
Center building was not cost effective and it should
be replaced. We have also known since 1993 that the
structure needs immediate reinforcement to mitigate
life-safety hazards due to earthquakes.
The building, constructed in 1961 and at one time
accommodated all city operations, was built to serve
a population of 5,000 people and to comply with the
1958 building code. The need for additional facilities
since that time has resulted in public works moving
out in the 1980s, a new library being constructed in
1988, followed by the police station in 1991 and the
fire station in 2006.
Next, the Council will determine whether or not to
pproceed with the Civic Campus recommendation provvided by a citizen task force in December. Currently,
tthe city does not have the financial capacity to
cconstruct this campus. For this project to move
fforward, it will require voter approval sometime in the
ffuture. Although work on this project has spanned
many years, the Council will take its time to evaluate
m
tthe recommendation to determine what is appropriaate before making any decision.
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CouncilHighlights
JANUARY
• Adoption of Resolution Amending Timeline for
Civic Facilities Task Force Work Plan
• Appointed 2009 Lodging Tax Advisory Committee
• Elected Mayor Pro Tem for 2009
• Appointed Council Liaisons and Representatives for
Intergovernmental Agency Boards/Commissions
• Updated on Temporary City Hall Office Lease
Citizens from the 2008 Academy Class posed for a picture
following their graduation in June.

• Updated on Recreation, Parks and Open Space
Master Plan
• Reviewed Restoration of EMS Levy Options

Police Citizens Academy
Seeks Applicants
The Mountlake Terrace Police Department offers citizens the opportunity to participate in its Police Citizens Academy this spring. The 12-week
program is for community members who would like to learn about the
operations of a police department, city services and Fire District 1. Training
sessions include K-9, SWAT, narcotics, records, evidence handling, and a
ride-along with an officer.
Limited to 30 participants, the Citizens Academy classes begin on
Wednesday, March 25 and conclude with graduation on June 10. Classes
will be held at the Mountlake Terrace Library from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm
every Wednesday. For more information about the academy, or to have
an application mailed to you, contact Administrative Sergeant Steve Sheets
or Management Analyst Joie Worthen at (425) 670-8260. Applications
are also available at the Police Department or on the city’s website at
www.cityofmlt.com on the City Services/Police Department page.

• Adopted Ordinance Authorizing Issuance of
Limited Tax GO Bond Anticipation Note
• Approved Office Lease for a Temporary City Hall
• Reviewed Ordinance Amending MTMC Chapter
6.05 for Off Leash Dog Park

DECEMBER
• Approved Professional Services Contract with The
Johnston Group
• Approved Agreement for Engineering Design
Services for 230th Street Reconstruction
• Public Hearing and Adopted Comprehensive Plan
and Zoning Map Ordinances
• Updated by Waste Management District Manager
• Reviewed Prosecuting Attorney and Public
Defender Contracts

Get Up
and

Dance!
The Recreation and Parks
Department offers many different and unique experiences. One
very popular choice is our dance
program that runs from September through June. Yearly dance students can register for the full year and participate in the spring recital that will be held on May 30 at the Edmonds Center for the
Arts. Quarterly dance programs are also available and each session
runs for 13 weeks. This program is a great way to introduce new
and continuing students to the joy of movement and fundamental
dance skills. There is a small, informal performance at the end of
each quarter. For information on our dance program, contact Dance
Programmer Kristina Dillard at (425) 640-3107.
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• Presentation on Lake Ballinger Lake Level Study
• Updated on Regional Fire Authority (RFA)
• Presentation and Recommendation from Civic
Facilities Task Force
• Approved Revised Fleet Purchase Plan for 2009
• Approved Prosecuting Attorney and Public
Defender Contract
• Approved Fuel Tax Grant Distribution Agreement
for 230th Reconstruction Project
• Adopted 2008 Budget Amendment Ordinance
• Public Hearing on BC/D (downtown) Zoning
Update Amendments
• Public Hearing and Adopted Park Impact Fees
Map Amendment Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Transportation Fees
Map Amendment Ordinance
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Mountlake Terrace Measures High
for Street Maintenance
Street Maintenance Expenditures per Capita
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In 2006, we began a project to
compare Mountlake Terrace with
some of our neighboring and
similar-sized cities in Washington.
We periodically provide information
from the project, called “Measuring
Mountlake Terrace,” in our
newsletter and on our website.
We revisited the project in
2008 to see how we compare with
these communities. In particular,
we wanted to see areas where we
had improved or lost ground. For
example, Mountlake Terrace spent
about $63 per capita on street maintenance, which is higher than the
average of $41 per capita.
We will share information from
the 2008 project throughout 2009.
Pictured here is the comparison
of street maintenance expenditures
per capita.

14 cities were selected that are similar to Mountlake Terrace, based on population, form of government
and location. We also selected our five surrounding communities.

> Continued from page 4

Citizen Task Force Recommends New Civic Campus

senior activities, dance recitals, art shows,
outdoor movies and concerts.
With sustainability in mind for the
future, the campus would be the civic heart of
our new Town Center and would serve as a
catalyst for transformation and stimulate
private reinvestment in our downtown. The
construction would incorporate energy-efficient and environmentally-friendly LEED
Silver building techniques to reduce long-term
operating costs of the facilities. Its form and
scale are responsive to the park environs,
surrounding neighborhoods, and the vision
for our Town Center.
The recommendation, which incorporates
space to accommodate both current and
future uses, would allow for expansion if
necessary and would serve the needs of the
community in the 21st century. This would
allow the city to address new services
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or initiatives that may come about in
future years. For example, when the
current police station was built, it was not
constructed to take into account programs
such as domestic violence and code enforcement, new programs and services that are
now basic municipal services provided by
the city.
The benefit to our community would be
immediate as both our Town Center and
Civic Campus would become regional references for a sustainable community and economic development, creating a place that
the community can take pride and delight
in visiting.
The issue of a new Civic Campus has been
studied by City Councils since the 1980s
and the current Council has followed a very
deliberate and methodical process. It
included the appointment of a citizen Task
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Force to provide a fresh perspective of the
situation, numerous opportunities for the
public to provide input, and tours of
Mountlake Terrace and regional civic facilities.
Council’s next steps would be to review the
Task Force’s recommendation and when to
seek voter approval for the project.
The Task Force continued meeting through
January to complete work on a recommendation for the Recreation Pavilion, Lake
Ballinger Golf Course Clubhouse and Fire
Station 18. These recommendations were
presented to the City Council in February.
You can learn more about the work
of the Task Force at the City’s website
http://www.cityofmlt.com and then click
on the “Civic Facilities Task Force” link at
the bottom of the home page under Most
Requested Services.
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Freeway
“Flyer”
Station
Update
Looking northward on
56th Avenue, near the
corner of 232nd Street SW

Public Works Response to
Winter Storms
We thank you for your patience and support in December, which presented
many challenges to our community with heavy snowfalls and below freezing
temperatures over a two-week period resulting in what was likely the worst
winter snowstorm in decades. The weather made for extremely poor road
conditions regionally and tested our equipment, resources and planning.
Compared to most Western Washington cities, Mountlake Terrace is well
equipped for normal winter weather. The city operates two large plowing/
sanding trucks, one small plowing/sanding truck, one small sanding truck and
one truck equipped for liquid deicing. In addition to this equipment, the Public
Works Department responds to emergency events by utilizing the crewmembers
normally responsible for utility and park maintenance work.
In a prolonged event as was experienced, the crew altered its schedule to work
shifts that provided for 24-hour coverage maximizing operation of the available
equipment. During the two-week period between December 13 and December
26, the Public Works Department logged over 1,000 hours of labor dedicated to
snow and ice removal, including approximately 40 hours worked on Christmas
Day. Over 640 tons of sand (approximately 100 truckloads) was spread during
the recent snow storms. Additionally, the city used two tons of CMA (a granular
deicing product) and applied approximately 2,400 gallons of liquid deicer.
City employees logged extremely long hours, kept equipment operational,

Tips for

Late last year, the Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) requested bids for construction
of Sound Transit’s Mountlake Terrace Freeway “Flyer”
Station. As scheduled, a bid will be awarded in February.
These events set in motion the construction phase of this
long awaited project to provide regional express bus service to Mountlake Terrace.
The freeway station will be built in the Interstate 5
median at 236th Street Southwest and includes bus ramps
that will connect to the left hand lanes of both north
and southbound Interstate 5. These “direct access” ramps
increase bus speed and schedule reliability by eliminating
the need for buses weaving through traffic to enter and
exit the freeway.
Transit patrons will reach the station by a pedestrian
bridge connected to its companion project, Community
Transit’s Mountlake Terrace Transit Center. That project
is under construction and is scheduled to be completed
in February. Construction of Sound Transit’s Mountlake
Terrace Freeway Station is scheduled to begin this spring
and be completed early in 2011.

deferred holiday plans, responded to citizen requests and kept
our roads in better condition than surrounding communities.
However, this prolonged weather event did provide more than
one learning experience on how we can better prepare for future
events. Areas where we intend to improve our planning and
response include development of a more comprehensive snow
and ice control policy; revision to the snow and ice control
routes that prioritize our maintenance activities; procurement
of additional equipment to aid in snow removal; and evaluation of a wider range of products to aid in deicing.

“Going Green”

Landscaping Your Yard?

Northwest native plants can be a great “sustainable” choice
for your yard. They are hardy and often require less water
and fertilizers—than non-native plants. For more information on Nor thwest native plants, see the website:
http://gardening.wsu.edu/text/nwnative.htm.

cityofmlt.com

Getting Rid of Old Electronics?

Computers and other electronics, when discarded as waste,
use up landfill space and add to pollution. For a more
sustainable option, check out the “E-cycling” website:
http://ecyclewashington.org/. There is currently a free
program to dispose of certain electronics at specific sites. For
information call 1-800-Recycle.
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North/East King
County Cities Jail
Sites Reviewed
Last November the City of Mountlake Terrace was notified
that the 23 cities of North and East King County (NEC) had
identified six potential sites to study for a regional municipal jail.
These NEC cities, including Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond, Seattle,
and Shoreline, are planning for a single 640-bed municipal jail
facility to replace the jail beds they are losing in King County at
the end of 2012.
One of the six sites is located in close proximity to the City of
Mountlake Terrace. The Shoreline site, the Grace Cole Education
Complex formerly referred to as the Aldercrest Annex or old
Kellogg, is located at 2545 NE 200th Street.

Residents Sought for
Census Taker Jobs
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking for temporary part-time
census takers across the nation to work in their own community and
neighborhoods like Mountlake Terrace.
Assignments generally last up to several weeks. Temporary
census-taker jobs, which start at $17.50 per hour, often attract
retirees, college students, people who are between jobs, and others
who want to earn extra money while performing a public service.
People who speak multiple languages are welcome too.
A census is conducted every ten years by the federal government
to identify how the nation is growing and changing. The results are
used, in part, to allocate federal funds for community roads, parks,
housing, schools, public safety and other needs.
More information on available jobs can be found at
http://2010censusjobs.gov or contact the Seattle office at
(206) 501-4160.

The City of Shoreline and the 23 cities of North/East
King County sponsored an environmental impact statement
(EIS) scoping meeting at Shoreline Community College in
early January that was attended by a representative of Mountlake
Terrace. This meeting was the second meeting sponsored by NEC.
The first meeting was held on December 11, where NEC provided
information and gathered feedback from the public regarding the
proposed Shoreline site.
There are six sites to be evaluated as locations for the jail,
in addition to a No Action Alternative. These sites include the
King County Jail Annex, Seattle north, Seattle south, Bellevue,
Shoreline and Unincorporated King County at 13225 NE
126th Place.
The proponents/applicants, Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond,
Seattle, and Shoreline, will prepare an environmental impact
statement (EIS) that describes potential impacts at each site. The
City of Seattle is the lead agency and is responsible for performing
the duties of a lead agency as required by the State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA).
The City of Mountlake Terrace provided EIS Scoping
comments that include land use, public services, economic/
commerce, environment, and transportation concerns. It is
anticipated that the Draft EIS will be issued in the third quarter
of 2009. Public meetings will be held following the issuance of
the Draft EIS and will be announced on our city website, www.
cityofmlt.com. It is anticipated that the Final EIS will be issued
in the first quarter of 2010. The preferred regional municipal jail
site will be identified in 2010.
For more information, log onto http://www.necmunicipaljail.
org/ or call (206) 233-2027.
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New Playground Installed
at Veterans Park
New playground equipment, information kiosk, and soft
surface were installed in Veterans Memorial Park last fall thanks to
a donation from the Mountlake Terrace Branch of HomeSteet Bank’s
Community Fund.
“The best communities are those that provide resources for
people to live, work and play,” said Marilla Sargent,
Mountlake Terrace Branch Manager for HomeStreet Bank.
“Our support of local parks and open spaces help in the
effort to provide essential recreational opportunities within Mountlake Terrace.” HomeStreet Bank also donated
$2,000 earlier in 2008 for the Michelle Ringler Recreation
Scholarship Fund.
The City of Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Department
extends its gratitude to HomeStreet Bank for their generous donations that will benefit our community for years to come.
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City Council
Evaluates
EMS Levy
Restoration
In 2003 Mountlake Terrace voters
approved a property tax levy of 50 cents
per $1,000 of assessed valuation on their
home to help pay the cost of Emergency
Medical Services (EMS). The 50-cent levy
is the maximum allowed for EMS under
Washington State law. The money from
this levy pays for paramedics, ambulances and medical supplies provided by Fire
District 1.
Approximately 80% of the District’s calls
are for medical aid. Our citizens receive a
high level of emergency medical services
through our contract with Fire District 1
since all of their firefighters are cross-trained as either Emergency Medical
Technicians or Paramedics.
Since the levy went into effect in 2004, it has dropped from
50 cents to 35 cents. This drop is due to the one-percent annual
limit on tax growth. The result is that while the cost of providing
emergency medical services has increased on average three to four
percent a year, the EMS levy itself has increased by only one percent
a year. The net effect is that the EMS levy no longer covers the cost
of emergency medical services.
In 2008, EMS cost approximately $1,660,000. Insurance and
other fees paid about $400,000 of this amount, and the EMS levy

provided $807,000. This shortfall left a funding gap of about
$453,000 that the city paid from other general fund sources, which
meant less of those funds were available for other community
services such as parks and police.
At a study session on January 15, the City Council began a
discussion on whether or not to take the issue of restoring the EMS
levy to voters later this year. Watch for more information in future
newsletters and on the city’s website, www.cityofmlt.com. If you have
any questions, please contact Assistant City Manager/Administrative
Services Director Scott Hugill at (425) 744-6208.

Arts and Cultural Planning is Underway
looks at where we are now, what the
anticipated needs are for the future, and
how we can improve and upgrade our
current art programs.

The City of Mountlake Terrace is in
n
the process of developing an Arts and
d
Cultural Plan. The planning process
encouraged public involvement in a
variety of ways, including educatingg
and surveying the community aboutt
the future of our cultural services and
d
public art programs. The plan will be a
working document that guides both day-to-day and long-range decision-making.
The Arts and Cultural Plan willl
reflect our city’s vision of a vibrant arts
community that responds to the needs
and desires of our residents, friends,
and visitors for art shows, opportunities,

and classes, as well as arts in the parks
and throughout our city. This plan can
also enhance downtown redevelopment
efforts through arts and cultural events
and programs. It is visionary because it

cityofmlt.com

The plan is a comprehensive, longrange plan that will provide a foundation
for strategic actions that will shape
Mountlake Terrace’s arts programs and
art within the city over the next twenty
years. For more information, please
contact Recreation and Parks Director
Don Sarcletti at (425) 640-3104 or visit
our website at www.cityofmlt.com under
“How do I . . .” and click on Find Arts
and Cultural Plan Info?
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CityDirectory
ANIMAL CONTROL
0-8260
(425) 670-8260
BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY INFORMATION
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6205
CODE COMPLIANCE
(425) 670-8260
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161
PET LICENSES
(425) 744-6210
PLANNING
(425) 744-6266

City Hall Services

CityNews

Moving
At their January 20 meeting, the City Council approved
a 5-year lease agreement with the
Redstone Corporate Center to
serve as a temporary home for city
services. Located at 6100 219th
Street SW, on 220th Street and just
west of I-5, the Redstone currently houses Golf Savings Bank and
Prudential Insurance as well as a number of
other businesses.
In July, the City Council Chambers
ceiling collapsed in City Hall, rendering
that part of the building unusable and an
asbestos abatement company was called
in to clean up the collapse. Due to a
number of safety hazards including that
other parts of the City Hall have the same
encapsulated asbestos that fell during the July
incident, the Council felt the need to move
forward in locating a temporary City Hall.

Office improvements are currently
u n d e r w ay o n t h e s e c o n d f l o o r to
accommodate City Hall operations and a
Council Chambers. City Hall services will
move to the Redstone building, likely in
May of this year, and will remain there until
construction of a future Civic Campus is
determined. The Civic Facilities Advisory
Task Force recently recommended that a
future Civic Campus be built on the current
site and that the Council seek voter approval
at a time that has not yet been determined.

SWIMILESSON
SWIM
LESSONIREGISTRATION
REGISTRATION

POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260

Lessons that begin Feb. 20-24:
Mountlake
ke Terrace Resident Registration: 2/16 – Open Registration: 2/17

Lessons that begin April 6-19:

PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET INFO
(425) 744-6211
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

CALL 911
FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
codeenforcement@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

Mountlake Terrace Resident Registration: 3/30 – Open Registration: 3/31
Summer Camp Registration – 3/16

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the Library

Third Wednesday of each
month at 5:30 p.m.
at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board
Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

THURSDAY
March
Ma
arch 5
5, 2009
2009, 6 pm
WEDNESDAY
April
A 8, 2009, 8 am

Planning Commission
Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the Library

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission
Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER.

23204 58th Avenue West
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043

Coffee with
the City

WEDNESDAY
May
Ma 13, 2009, 6 pm
Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173
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