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Upcoming
Capital
Improvements
230th S
Street SW
Reconstruction
Project
Recon
The re
reconstruction will include bike lanes,
sidewalk on both sides, and parking lanes.
sidewalks
The improvements
imp
include sidewalk ramps,
drainage improvements, a new water main,
and a revised
rev
vertical street profile to improve
sight dist
distance at 61st Avenue. Construction is
scheduled to begin in March.

222ndd S
Street Sidewalk Connection
at Jack Long Park

Lakeview Trail Will Connect
to Transit Center
Federal Bill Provides $200,000 to Mountlake Terrace
The City of Mountlake Terrace will receive
$200,000 to begin work on the Lakeview Trail
as a part of the Consolidated Appropriations
Bill that was signed into law in December. The
Lakeview Trail project will provide an important
regional connection between the Mountlake
Terrace Transit Center at I-5 and 236th Street
and the Interurban Trail along Lakeview Drive.
Design of the trail would begin later this year
with construction beginning in 2011.
The City Council has been diligent in
working with its federal and state partners to
leverage additional resources for our much
needed capital improvements. The Lakeview
Trail proposal was made as part of the city’s

FY2010 requests during a trip to Washington,
D.C. in early 2009. Mayor Jerry Smith, Mayor
Pro Tem Laura Sonmore and City Manager
had meetings with Congressman Jay Inslee,
Senator Patty Murray, Senator Maria Cantwell
and their staff both locally and in Washington,
D.C. The results of these meetings have been
very successful and the city is very thankful for
their assistance and support of our community.
Since 2008, Mountlake Terrace has been
awarded almost $3.9 million from federal
and state sources for street construction and
reconstruction projects, sidewalk projects,
water main construction, stormwater
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Continued on page 4

The project
p
will complete the sidewalk on
the north side of 222nd Street SW between 58 th
and 60 th Avenues W. The project includes
sidewalk ramps and drainage improvements
for the intersection
in
of 222nd and 60th. Where
the new sidewalk passes the frontage of Jack
Long Park,
Par a stairway will be constructed up a
steep grassy slope to the park’s south entrance.
Construction is planned to begin in spring.

East Side Water System
Water Improvements
A new 12” diameter main will be installed
in 228th Street SW between 39th and 44th, in
Cedar Way from 228th to the entrance of the
23400 block, and in 222nd Street between 39th
and 44th to increase the available fire flow in the
area. Construction begins in late spring.

214th & 44th Traffic Signal
The new signal will enhance safety and increase
capacity of 44th Avenue West and 214th Street
SW. The project includes interconnecting
the new signal with the existing signals at 212th
Street SW and 217th Street SW so all three
will operate in coordination. Construction is
planned for spring and summer.
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MOUNTLAKE TERRACE RECREATION & PARKS
Spring Break Programs!
To register, call (425) 776-9173 or www.mltrec.com
School Break Camp
March 29 – April 2, register by March 24 in person
Play games, meet new friends, swim and make arts and crafts.
Babysitter’s Training PLUS
March 29 – April 2, Noon-3pm
American Red Cross course for youth 11 and older. Learn responsibilities of babysitting,
games and activities. Earn Basic First Aid and Infant/Child CPR Certiﬁcation.
Ameriican R
American
Red
ed Cross – Lif
Lifeguarding
feguard
rding Course
March 29-April 2
Learn to prevent and respond
d ttoo emergencies in a swimming pool. Includes American Red
Cross First Aid and CPR/AED for the professional rescuer.
Special Spring Break swim schedule for March 29 – April 4.
Check www.mltrec.com for detailed information.

Grant Awarded for
Energy Efficiency Project
Mountlake Terrace has been selected for a
$134,915 Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Grant from federal stimulus funds to develop
a demonstration project for increasing energy
efficiency in new and existing buildings.
One objective is to identify new ways to
promote energy efficiency while potential
development projects are early in the
planning stage.
Another objective is to set energy targets for
the Town Center in a manner that allows the
measurement of energy savings over time.
If this model is successful, it will not only
help Mountlake Terrace be energy-efficient
but may be used in the future by other cities.
The project starts in early 2010. It will
be done in partnership with a private firm,
Urban Innovations Group, and coordinated
with Snohomish County Public Utility
District and Puget
Sound Energy.

Hawks Pride

Soaring High

At a meeting in December, the City Council recognized the Mountlake Terrace High School Varsity Football Team who progressed
to their first State football playoff berth in school history. Earlier in the year, the Council congratulated the
High
H
Hi
ig School’s Varsity Boys Basketball Team and the Girls Softball Team for their amazing accomplishments in 2009.
Mountlake Terrace is on the move and the city is proud of its student athletes.
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An artist’s rendering of
the future station.
The pedestrian
bridge will
connect to the
Transit Center
parking garage.

Pedestrian Bridge Coming
to Freeway Flyer Station
A pedestrian bridge will be installed over I-5 by late winter to connect
the Freeway (“Flyer”) Station, in the median of I-5 near 236th Street SW,
with the adjacent parking garage on the east side of I-5.
The Freeway Station is under construction and on target for completion
in early 2011. This station is a Sound Transit project to bring express bus
service to Mountlake Terrace for the first time. Express service will start as
soon as the station is completed. It will provide for people to ride either
north or south more frequently and more quickly than now possible. The
new service will include weekends and evenings.
The adjacent parking garage, built by Community Transit, allows people
to park their vehicles — either motor vehicles or bicycles — and ride the
bus. More bus riders means fewer cars and less congestion on the freeway.
That also results in less automobile emissions, less oil consumption, and
less pollution.
For riders, bus service has extra benefits of saving money, avoiding
driving or parking stresses, more transportation choices, and time to relax
on the trip.
The new station is close to Mountlake Terrace’s Town Center, which
will be revitalized over the next few years.

Light Rail Planning Gets Grant
Mountlake Terrace has been awarded a grant of $75,000 to plan for
a light rail line and station area, transit-oriented development near the
station, and greater transit, bicycle, and pedestrian use.
Our community was selected by the Washington State Department of
Commerce from 33 competing proposals. Funding comes from the federal
Energy Efficiency through Transportation Planning grant program, part of
the federal stimulus effort.
The project includes planning for:
• Light rail line and station area
• Transit-oriented development near station
• Community’s bus service needs
• Commute trip reduction
• Multi-modal concurrency standards
• Electric vehicle charging
• Bicycle and walking paths
• Update of comprehensive plan
Future light rail in Mountlake Terrace was approved by Puget Sound
voters as part of a transportation package in 2007. The current planning
grant project begins in early 2010 and will be complete by spring, 2012.
Actual light rail construction will take place several years after that.
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Council Highlights
January
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Update by SNOCOM Executive Director
Updated on Community Satisfaction Survey
Updated on Geographic Information System (GIS)
Awarded Contract for 230th Street SW
Reconstruction Project
Approved 2009-2012 Interlocal Agreement with
King County for SeaShore Transportation Forum
Community and City Employee Recognition
Updated on Police Personnel Changes
Updated on Telecommunications Code
Updated on Wholesale Water Purchase Agreement
Updated on City Council Retreat
Administered Oath to New Councilmembers
Elected Mayor for 2010-2011
Elected Mayor Pro Tem for 2010
Appointed Liaisons and Representatives for
Intergovernmental Agency Boards & Commissions
Appointed 2010 Lodging Tax Advisory Committee
Approved Fleet Management Equipment
(Street Sweeper)
Public Hearing on Zoning Code Amendment
(Lot Area Calculation)

December
• Recognized Mountlake Terrace High School Varsity
Football Team
• Updated by Economic Development Council
• Updated on Farmers Market Proposal
• Demonstration of MLT Anytime
• Reviewed Zoning Code Text Amendment
• Updated on Federal Legislative Agenda
• Recognized Eagle Scouts
• Adopted 2010-2014 Recreation Fees
• Adopted Resolution Establishing Fairplay in
Community Sports Act Non Discrimination Policy
• Awarded Contract to Demolish Old City Hall
• Approved Jail Services Interlocal Agreement
• Approved Declaration of Surplus Vehicles
• Adopted 2009-2010 Mid-Biennial
Budget Ordinance
• Public Hearing on Comprehensive Plan and
Zoning Map Amendments
• Adopted Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Ordinance
• Adopted Zoning Map Amendments Ordinance
• Third Quarter Financial Plan Report
• Reviewed Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Proposals
• Reviewed Jail Services Interlocal Agreement
• Reviewed 2009-2010 Mid-Biennial
Budget Modifications
• Reviewed 2010-2014 Recreation Fees
• Reviewed Fair Play in Community Sports Act
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Code Enforcement Improves
Quality of Life
2009 Code Enforcement
Common Violations

2%
2%
2%

Code Enforcement, a division of the City of Mountlake Terrace
Police Department, is responsible for parking regulations and nuisances
on private property. This program, implemented several years ago,
continues to improve and maintain clean, safe neighborhoods.
Healthy cities enjoy lower crime rates, attract vital businesses and foster
responsible property owners. The focus of the Code Enforcement
4%
program is to set a community standard so everyone can enjoy
4%
quality of life in our community.
Examples of nuisance violations include conditions like
junk vehicles and accumulation of debris on a property,
8%
or obstructions of public streets and sidewalks. Code
Enforcement officers are not able to address issues inside
structures or civil issues between neighboring property
owners.
14%
Our Code Enforcement officers work diligently in
partnership with the community to stay on top of problem
properties. Besides working with residents to help them
become compliant, our officers work with businesses and
other organizations, such as Snohomish County Health
District, to provide resources. They also assist Fire District
1 with enforcement of fire lanes in apartment and business
complexes. The Code Enforcement team is very proactive, but they
also rely upon the community to be stewards of their neighborhoods.

39%

25%

Junk/inoperable
Junk
/inoperable
vehicles
Vehicles on
unimproved surfaces
Debris or trash
accumulation
Storing vehicles
for others
Tall grass ﬁre hazards
Storing furniture and
appliances outside
Garbage improperly
stored
Vehicles on blocks
or ramps
Insect or rodent
attractions

How You Can Help
Do you
y think there
th is a code violation in
your
yoour neighborhood?
neighbo
Should you report
it? Do you know if a condition on
your property
prop
is a violation? Perhaps
you just need the resources or a
little pro
prodding to do something
about it. It is simple to find out
these answers.
answ
E
Code Enforcement
is very easily
reached
of ways. On our
r
a number
n
website,
webbsite, www.cityofmlt.com,
www.c
you can click
on the
h MLT Anytime
Anyt
logo and type in or

select Code Enforcement, which will let you choose from a menu of
common violations. From there, you can make a Service Request that is
routed directly to Code Enforcement. Once you have sent the request,
you will be given a number that allows you to check back on the progress
of the violation. You can also call Code Enforcement at (425) 744-6254,
or come to the Police Station and fill out a complaint form.
MLT Anytime has been very successful since it was launched in
October. If you make a complaint, you can do so anonymously and you
can track the claim online. You can also ask a question about Code
Enforcement and browse information at your convenience, 24-hours a
day. This service allows residents and businesses to work together with
the city to keep it safe and clean.

LAKEVIEW TRAIL continued from page 1
programs, energy efficiency projects in
the Town Center, and the Lakeview Trail.
Other grant and federal appropriation
requests are still pending for emergency
equipment, school safety and additional
sidewalk projects, and new play equipment
for Evergreen Playfield.
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Securing this funding is critical toward
meeting the Council’s goal of addressing
the city‘s capital infrastructure needs and
being able to save money during a very
positive bidding environment. The capital
improvement program provides a safe, clean,
and well-maintained community for the
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e
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e

enjoyment of all residents and protecting our
infrastructure helps avoid greater replacement
costs down the road. These projects will also
aid redevelopment and revitalization efforts
in the downtown as the city looks to generate
economic development and ease the tax
burden on our residents.
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National
Night Out
Receives
Award
The city was recently notified that the National
Association of Town Watch listed Mountlake
Terrace as one of the nation’s top cities for its
National Night Out Against Crime event in
2009. Mountlake Terrace was one of 54 cities
with a population between 15,000 and 49,999 to
receive this honor. Thank you to our volunteer
Community Policing Advisory Board members and our community
partners who donated funds, supplies and services for this event that
took place last August at Evergreen Playfield.

Photo courtesy Red Fish/Blue Fish Photography

Pictured here is one of the long-time participants in National
Night Out — the Terrace-Brier Lions Club and their famous strawberry
shortcake booth!

2009 Parking Enforcement
6%

How the Process Works
72 hour
correction notices

18%
43%

Parking tickets
Courtesy warnings
Vehicle impounds

33%

Have you reported a nuisance and haven’t seen any
results? Because municipal violations are civil, not criminal,
time must be allowed so that necessary corrections can be
made. Unless something is an immediate danger to the public,
“due process” is given once there has been notification by
the city. Notification involves listing the specific violations,
what must be done to correct the problem and a reasonable
amount of time to complete. Then it is up to the resident
to comply.
Most of the time, residents voluntarily remedy the
violation, but if progress is not made by the compliance
date, an official order is served to the resident or rental
property owner. At this point, additional time is provided
so the violation can be corrected before action is taken by
the city.

Census is Coming
The 2010 Census process has begun. A census form is supposed
to be mailed or delivered to every household in the U.S. this March.
It should be completed and returned to the U.S. Census Bureau by
approximately April 1.
Only ten questions are on the 2010 census form, so filling it out
should be easy. The compiled information provides a snapshot of
America — including how many people are in this country and what are
our average ages. The compiled information also identifies important
population information for our city and will be used to calculate the
number of congressional seats each voting district gets and to allocate

cityofmlt.com

tax revenues among cities.
Examples of questions are name,
sex, age, date of birth, race, household
relationship, and if you own or rent.
Your social security number and citizen
status are NOT part of the questions.
The U.S. Census Bureau offers job opportunities and bilingual
speakers are encouraged to apply. Call 1-866-861-2010 for job
information and see the official U.S. Census Bureau website at
http://2010.census.gov.
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New Street Lighting to be Tested
As part of a pilot project to test new energy efficient street light
technologies, four LED and four induction streetlight retrofits were
installed in the Melody Hill neighborhood in November.
The city selected the Sunset Landing Development, 68th Avenue
West between 222nd and 224th, for this pilot project because it has a
new electrical system with a dedicated meter for street lighting. Both
street light retrofits use existing poles and electrical systems and only
require the replacement of the street light head.
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The LED fixtures use about 100 watts of energy compared to
190 watts for the High Pressure Sodium fixture they replaced. The
induction fixture, which is similar to a florescent light, will use about
125 watts of energy. Both fixtures deliver an improved quality of light,
more white than the yellow hue typical of high pressure sodium lights.
Other benefits of these new fixtures include better aiming of light to
the street and sidewalk and less glare into the neighboring homes or
the sky.
In the demonstration project, the Public Works Department will
measure energy savings, track maintenance requirements, and seek
feedback from neighboring property owners regarding the color and
quality of the light. For more information, questions or comments
about this project, please contact Public Works at (425) 670-8264.

Tips for “Going Green”
SAVING WATER
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1. Install a low-flow showerhead. Showers account for 32
percent of home water use.

amounts to more than 4 billion gallons of water in the U.S.
each day.

2. Install an ultra-low-flush toilet or a toilet displacement
device. Toilets are water hogs. About 40 percent of the water
you use in your home gets flushed down the toilet. That

3. Repair water leaks and drips as soon as possible. A dripping
faucet can waste up to 20 gallons of water per day. A leaking
toilet can waste up to 200 gallons every day.
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Ballinger Island
Closed Indefinitely

Dangerous conditions created by a fire on
Ballinger Island last summer have caused the
island to be closed indefinitely. The island
has dangerous sinkholes, hazardous trees, and
the ground is very unstable.
“No Trespassing on Island” signs were
posted on the island and along the shores of
Lake Ballinger. The City of Edmonds also
installed signage in their public right-of-way
to alert their residents.
The City of Mountlake Terrace will continue
to evaluate the condition of Ballinger Island
from a public safety standpoint and will make
a determination later in 2010 on what steps
to take regarding restoration of the island’s
natural habitat.
Until then, Ballinger Island will remain
closed to the public. If you see anyone accessing
the island, please call 9-1-1 immediately.

EAGLE SCOUTS
Recognized for Projects

The Mountlake Terrace City Council recently recognized four Eagle Scouts for completion
of community projects as part of their Eagle Scout requirements.
Matthew Funk refurbished the Gazebo at Veterans Memorial Park. Matt removed the old
shake roof and replaced it with new roofing. He rebuilt all the benches and railings and then
he painted the entire structure.
Adam Huntsman designed, built and installed quarter-mile markers for the Terrace Creek
Park Trail. He also planted 75 native plants throughout the park for erosion control.
David Klingman cleared, cleaned, and leveled the existing trail at Veterans Memorial Park
that connects to the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center. David placed borders along 400 feet of
trail, added gravel, and refurbished the existing pedestrian bridge.
Tyler Shager poured a 10' x 10' concrete floor and then built a utility shed for the Off Leash
Dog Park. He also installed the Dog Park sign, bag dispensers, kiosk, and the bench that was
donated by resident Ann Nygaard.
“All of these projects are of great benefit to the city and its residents,” remarked Parks
and Facilities Superintendent Ken Courtmanch, who coordinates projects with prospective
Eagle Scouts.
For more information on Eagle Scout projects, call Ken Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811.

Old City Hall
Demolition Update
The old City Hall building, that was
constructed 50 years ago and opened in 1961,
will be demolished very soon. On December
7, the City Council awarded a demolition
contract and a pre-construction conference
was held on January 20. The contractor
has begun abatement work and disposal of
hazardous materials. During the months
of March and April, the building will be
demolished and the building materials will be
removed. The site will then be graded.
The City Council will discuss the future
of the Civic Center campus at their annual
goal setting meeting on February 20. More
information will be in our next issue.
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CityDirectory
ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256
BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 744-6224
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6266
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228

Farmers Market Coming to Downtown
T h e M o u n t l a k e Te r r a c e B u s i n e s s
Association (MLTBA) has established a
Steering Committee to launch a Farmers
Market in early May. The market will be
located on 58th Avenue between the corner of
232nd Street SW and the entrance to the Civic
Center. The Committee has hired a market
manager who currently operates the Lake
Forest Park and Woodinville farmers markets.
The market will take place on Thursdays from
2-7pm to accommodate the vendors who work
at other markets in the area.
Don Andrews, President of MLTBA and
Chair of the Steering Committee, provided a

presentation to the City Council on December
17 to discuss some of the logistics and receive
preliminary approval to proceed with their
plans. The Council was very supportive of
the proposal, as a farmers market ranked very
high with citizens during the Town Center
planning process and public meetings with
the Civic Facilities Advisory Task Force.
The initial plan is to start with 25 vendors
during the first year and add more later.
The market would run through the end of
September. Stay tuned for more information
on upcoming Farmers Market events!

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Boa
Board
ard

UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wedne
Wednesday
esday of each mon
month
ntth
th
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

CALL 911

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Halll

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
MARCH 10, 8 am
WEDNESDAY
APRIL 7, 6 pm
Center Court

WEDNESDAY
MAY 12, 8 am
Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

