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Funds Awarded for
Trail & Transit Connection
The City of Mountlake Terrace has been approved by
the Puget Sound Regional Council to receive $300,000 to
complete design and acquire right of way for its Lakeview
Trail Project. This funding is a Congestion Mitigation/Air
Quality grant from the Federal Highway Administration.
The funds are in addition to $200,000 received by the city
as a part of the Congress’ Consolidated Appropriations Bill
that was signed into law in December, 2009.
The Lakeview Trail Project will construct a combination
of bike lanes, sidewalks, and a non-motorized trail along
Lakeview Drive between the Interurban Trail at 228th Street
SW and the west end of the 236th Street SW bridge over
Interstate 5. The project will increase commuting options
for residents of Edmonds, Mountlake Terrace, and other
nearby jurisdictions. It will provide a safe and convenient
route for pedestrians and cyclists connecting the city’s Town
Center, the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center at 236th
Street SW, and the Interurban Trail, a popular regional
pedestrian and bicycle facility.

The Transit Center, together with Sound Transit’s soon to open Mountlake Terrace
Freeway Station, will provide long-awaited access to express bus service between Everett
and Seattle. The Mountlake Terrace Transit Center is also the future location of a light rail
station when LINK is extended into Snohomish County.
Design of the Lakeview Trail will begin later this year with construction in 2012.

traffic congestion and air
pollution, lower transportation
and infrastructure costs, and
provide for higher quality
urban design. Utilizing transit
has the additional benefits of
reducing obesity and saving
farms and forests.
The Transit Strategy shows
that many people who live or
work in Mountlake Terrace
already do use transit right
now. It also shows that
others would like to ride
transit, if it were more
convenient.
To help improve convenience, Community Transit opened a new
Transit Center in Mountlake Terrace at 236th
Street and Interstate 5. It will complement
Sound Transit’s new Freeway Station
(expected to open in March), which will
provide our first express bus service between
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A Transit Service Strategy — the
first municipal transit plan in Snohomish
County — was recently adopted by the City
Council. The Strategy is the framework for
our city and transit providers to help improve
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Mountlake Terrace, Everett, and Seattle
(through Sound Transit).
Once the Freeway Station opens, bus service
for our community will be available longer
each day and on the weekends. The number
of trips from the Transit Center will increase
from 62 to 201 per day. Sound Transit express
bus 511 will run all day, both directions, at
least once every fifteen minutes to and from
destinations like Downtown Seattle and the
Ash Way Park and Ride. Also, Sound Transit
route 513 will provide commuter service
from south Everett into Mountlake Terrace.
Community Transit will also continue to
provide service into Downtown Seattle and
the University of Washington.
During these difficult financial times,
transit service in some areas may be less.
However for Mountlake Terrace, overall
service will increase and the long-term future
is bright. It will be even brighter when a new
Continued on page 3
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Upcoming Construction
The city is developing and implementing an ambitious Capital Improvement Plan that
totals $83.8 million for the years 2006-2016 and includes: $33.0 million for water, sewer and
stormwater utilities; $34.7 million for streets, roads, sidewalks, traffic signals, bicycle routes,
and traffic calming; and $8.3 million for recreation and park improvements, public safety, and
information technology investments. Current projects include:
Hall Creek Culvert Removal & Sewer Replacement Projects at Ballinger Lake Golf Course
The Hall Creek Culvert Removal and Stream Restoration will reduce localized flooding during
large storm events by removing the four undersized culverts under the 230th Street SW crossing
of the creek. Once the culverts and the short segment of roadway above them are removed, this
area will be restored to become an open flowing creek and natural aquatic habitat. Additional
benefits include enhanced water quality and elimination of barriers to fish passage. Pedestrian
access across the creek will be preserved with the construction of a pedestrian bridge.
The Ballinger Lake Golf Course Sewer Replacement is a companion project located just
east of the culvert removal site. The project will reconstruct the sewer main across the golf
course parking lot between Lakeview Drive and east side of Hall Creek. The existing sewer
main is underlain by soft unstable soils and has settled over the past 40 years. High levels of
maintenance are needed to maintain flow capacity in this main. Construction is scheduled to
begin in early summer.
212th Street Overlay Project
212th between 44th and 52nd will be repaved as a joint project of the Cities of Lynnwood
and Mountlake Terrace. Besides an asphalt overlay, the work
includes new sidewalk ramps and new pavement markings. The
project is partially funded by a Surface
Transportation Program grant from the
Federal
Highway
Administration.
Construction will begin this summer.
East Side & Town Center Water System
Water Improvement Projects
On the east side of the city, new 12”
diameter mains will be installed in 228th Street
SW between 39th and 44th, in Cedar Way
from 228th to entrance to the 23400 block,
and in 222nd Street between 39th and 44th. In
the Town Center, new 8” and 12” diameter
mains will be installed in 55th Avenue W
between 230th and 237th, in 230th from 53rd
to 56th, and in 234th from 55th to 56th. The
Town Center Water System Improvements
are partially funded by a grant from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Construction of both projects will begin
this spring.
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Mountlake Terrace residents and
businesses may now sign up to receive upto-date emergency notifications through
an emergency management alert system.
Snohomish County’s Department of
Emergency Management, in coordination
with the county’s 911 Call Centers (including
our own SNOCOM Dispatch Center), has
opened public enrollment in the county’s
MyStateUSA Alert Sense System.
The city and other emergency response
providers will use the alert system to warn
people quickly when hazardous weather or
other emergencies may affect the local area.
Residents and businesses may elect to receive
alerts by e-mail or text message. To sign up, go
to www.cityofmlt.com and click on the “Public
Alert Sign Up” link on our home page.
The alert system allows individuals without
landline phone service to link their address
and cell phone to receive notifications
affecting their registered location. Emergency
information is simultaneously posted on the
website when an alert is issued and you can
receive a text message or email when you are
away from home.

Tree

Lighting

Ceremony
Terrace Park School student Luca Girardi switched on the lights at the Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony presented by the Tour de Terrace organization in December. Visible for miles
around, the enormous “tree” is actually a frame constructed of over 1,800 lights and placed
on top of the city’s water tower. The LED lights use only 25% of the power as the old lights
while containing twice as many lights.

Mountlake
Terrace
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Transit Strategy Looks to Future — Continued from page 1

Council Highlights
December
• Farmers Market Presentation
• Reviewed Comprehensive Plan & Concurrent
Zoning Map Amendments
• Reviewed Preferred Transit Service Strategy
• Reviewed 2010 Budget Amendment Ordinance
• Reviewed Recommendation for Interim Board
and Commission Members
• Appointed Interim Planning Commissioner
• Adopted 2010 Budget Amendment Ordinance
• Public Hearing & Adopted Comprehensive Plan
and Zoning Map Amendments Ordinances
• Adopted Preferred Transit Service Strategy
• Adopted Resolution Regarding Animal Licensing
• Presentation by Economic Development Council
of Snohomish County
• Civic Campus Post Election Survey Results
• Discussed 56th Avenue West Design Options
• City Council Goals Update

light rail line from Northgate —- with
a station in Mountlake Terrace — is
completed, around 2023. Meanwhile,
our city is working with other agencies
and local governments to conduct the
planning and engineering needed to

align the rail line and stations to help
the vision come true.
The Transit Service Strategy is
available on the city’s website, www.
cityofmlt.com. Click the city services
link , then planning, to f ind the
document.

Sign Up Now for
“Citizens Academy”
Deadline to Apply: March 31
The City of Mountlake Terrace Police Department is hosting the Police Citizens
Academy on Thursday nights from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Mountlake Terrace Library,
23300 58th Avenue West. The 11-week program begins April 21 and runs through
June 30 concluding with a graduation reception for all participants and their families.
The deadline to apply for the Police Citizens Academy is 5 p.m. on March 31. Space
is limited to the first 30 people accepted, so prompt registration is recommended.
Training sessions include information and demonstrations by K-9, SWAT,
Narcotics, Records, Evidence Handling, and a ride-along with an Officer. Applicants
must be willing to sign a waiver authorizing a background check for acceptance into
the program and commit to attending all or most of the classes. Notification of
acceptance will be made once the 30 openings have been filled.
If you are interested in attending, download an application from the city’s website,
www.cityofmlt.com, or pick one up at the Police Station located at 5906 232nd St SW.
Completed applications can be returned to the police department.
For additional information, please contact Officer Kim Berg at (425) 670-8260, x
4418 or Management Analyst Joie Worthen at (425) 670-8260, x 4408 or by email
at mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us.
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January
• Elected 2011 Mayor Pro Tem
• Presentation by Arts Advisory Commission
• Appointed 2011 Lodging Tax Advisory
Committee
• Approved Surplus Vehicles
• Selected Council Liaisons/Representatives for
City and Intergovernmental Boards/Committees
• Reviewed Interlocal Agreement Authorizing
Establishment of the Snohomish County Tourism
Promotion Area
• Reviewed Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution
• Geographic Information System (GIS) Update
• Reviewed Amendment to Lake Ballinger/
McAleer Creek Watershed Forum Interlocal
Agreement
• Reviewed Updated Interlocal Agreement with
City of Edmonds to Develop a Lake Level and
Outlet Study for the Lake Ballinger/McAleer
Creek Watershed Forum CIP
• Reviewed Updates to Community Policing
Advisory Board Code
• Adopted Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution
• Adopted Ordinance Amending Community
Policing Advisory Board
• Approved Interlocal Agreement Authorizing
Establishment of the Snohomish County Tourism
Promotion Area
• Approved Amendment to Lake Ballinger/
McAleer Creek Watershed Forum Interlocal
Agreement
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Council Adopts a Balanced Biennial Budget
GENERAL GOVERNMENT FUNDS
Operating Expenditures:
2011 & 2012 — $36 million
■ City Council/City Manager
■ Public Safety
■ Administrative Services
(Finance, Information Svc.
& Human Resources)
■ Park Services &
Property Management
■ Community &
Economic Development
■ Recreation
■ Public Works – Streets

19.4%

5.8%

49.7%

8.2%
7.6%

The 2011-2012 Biennial Budget adopted by
the City Council in November was prepared
in accordance with the city’s adopted financial policies and is consistent with Council
goals, including conservative assumptions for
revenue growth in 2011 and 2012. The budget
is balanced, services are maintained, and city
reserves are set aside to take care of unforeseen needs or events.
The Mountlake Terrace community has accomplished so much over the past few years and
this budget continues moving the city forward
on many fronts. In 2009, 84% of residents rated Mountlake Terrace as an excellent or good
place to live. And independent sources have
affirmed that view. In 2008 and 2009,
Seattle Magazine ranked 110 of the best-known
Seattle neighborhoods and surrounding cities

16.0%

23.5%

6.0%
2.2%

6.7%

9.4%
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11.9%
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4.6% 4.6%

Operating Revenues:
2011 & 2012 — $36 million

on quality of life criteria. Mountlake Terrace
was ranked in the top five in both years. These
results show that residents experience a good
quality of life in Mountlake Terrace and the
city is an excellent place to live.
Our community is in an enviable position
of being able to maintain basic municipal
services during one of the most difficult economic times in generations. This success
is attributed to the prudent financial discipline the City Council has implemented,
such as having a balanced budget, staying the
course with our six-year financial forecast and
a continued focus to live within its means.
As with most cities, the most significant
challenge continues to be the negative impact
current economic conditions are having on
local government finances. This is an issue

17.5%

■ Property Tax
■ Fines &
Forfeitures
■ Sales Tax
■ Interest & Misc.
■ Utility Tax
■ Other Taxes
■ Charges for Services
■ State-Shared
& Intergovt
■ Gambling Tax
■ Licenses & Permits
■ Recreation Fees

that all elements of our economy face, to
include both the private and public sectors.
The chart below shows how the economic
recession has impacted the city’s six-year
financial forecast between 2008 and 2010.
The good news is that our city has put
in place a wide range of action strategies
and preventative measures to mitigate the
downturn. Our city has become well
accustomed to delivering much more
for less.
However, the one constant that will
continue is the unknown impact and
uncertainty the economic downturn will
have on our community. Even when the
economy does improve, the financial crisis
we face will continue for the foreseeable
future.

IMPACT OF ECONOMIC RECESSION — 2008-2016
$26 mil

Operating Revenue "Reset"

$24 mil

Fall 2009 Forecast
vs. Fall 2008
Forecast...........................$5.7 mil

$22 mil

$18 mil

Fall 2010 Forecast
vs. Fall 2009
Forecast...........................$6.9 mil

$16 mil

TOTAL LOST REVENUE..... $12.6 mil

$20 mil

$14 mil
$12 mil
2008
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2011
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2013

2014

2015

2016

Mountlake
Terrace

■ 2008 Operating Revenue Forecast
■ 2009 Operating Revenue Forecast
■ 2010 Operating Revenue Forecast
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Apply for City Boards/
Commissions
Volunteering on a city board or commission is a great way
to get involved in the community. Each spring we recruit new
members to fill terms that expire at the end of June. The
city has five boards and commissions — the Arts Advisory
Commission, Community Policing Advisory Board, Library
Board, Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Park
Commission. For more information, call City Clerk Virginia
Olsen at (425) 744-6206 or email cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us. You
may also visit our website, www.cityofmlt.com, and click City
Services/Advisory Boards and Commissions to print an
application or get more information.

Volunteers Add Value
to Community
There are many civic-minded organizations and a host of
volunteers that make Mountlake Terrace a wonderful community.
Three groups receive limited funding by the city —
Mountlake Terrace Garden Club, Mountlake Terrace Seniors
Group, and Tour de Terrace for the Tree Lighting Ceremony.
Other groups such as Friends of the Arts and Tour de Terrace
summer festival apply each year for hotel/motel tax funds that
support programs or events that promote overnight stays in
Studio 6, the city’s only lodging facility.
The volunteers give of their time and talents to add value
to our community and promote quality of life. You see it as
you drive by the beautiful flowers at the library, parks and
city entry sites. The Garden Club members maintain those
sites and their volunteers also provide assistance for the city’s
Evergreen Award program. Many of its members say they
join because they love gardening and getting together with
friends. You can reach the Garden Club at (425) 774-8440 or
www.mltgardenclub.com.
The Seniors Group is very active and they provide important
services for folks over 55. The Seniors meet in a house at 5605
235th Street and they have two weekly luncheons at Bethesda
Lutheran Church next door. Many of the lunches have featured
speakers and the group has frequent social opportunities such
as cards and games, crab feeds, auctions, and bake sales. They
also have field trips with van transportation for those who
do not drive. The Seniors Group offers health and wellness
activities as well as learning opportunities so give them a
call today at (425) 672-2407 to find out more. If not, you are

missing out!
Each December, local families and neighbors of Evergreen Playfield look
forward to the Tree Lighting or ceremonial lighting of the lights on top of
the city’s water tower. This event is put on by the dedicated Tour de Terrace
volunteers who have been giving back to our community for over 15 years. They
also work tirelessly on the Tour de Terrace summer festival. This group is always
looking for more hands to help as their events grow in popularity each year.
Please contact info@tourdeterrace.org or call (425) 791-5956 and leave a message
to learn more.
There are other opportunities for you to volunteer in Mountlake Terrace
including Crime Watch, MLTDOG for the Off-Leash Dog Park, Spring Park Clean
Up, Friends of the Arts, Friends of the Library, Friends of the Farmers Market,
Mountlake Terrace Youth Athletic Association, and the Rotary Community
Homework Center. You may also apply to serve on a city board or commission.
For information about any of these groups, please contact Community Relations
Director Virginia Olsen at volsen@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6206.

228th & 39th Converted to 4-Way Stop
Last month, 228th Street SW and 39th Avenue West was converted
from a 3-way to a 4-way stop controlled intersection to increase safety.
This intersection was identified in the 2007 Transportation Master Plan
(TMP) as a high collision location, with an average of two collisions per
year. The city has also received citizen reports regarding near misses at
this intersection.
The safety benefits of all-way stop control were identified in early
2007, but stopping eastbound traffic could have blocked emergency
vehicles leaving the fire station located on the southwest corner of the
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intersection. With the recent relocation of Fire Station #18 to the City
of Brier, the stop sign was added to this intersection for eastbound
traffic heading into Brier. Traffic now stops on all approaches. Stop
signs for east and westbound traffic are needed due to inadequate
sight distance for vehicles to safely enter 228th Street SW from the side
streets, and for vehicles turning left off 228th.
The Engineering Services Department will follow up the conversion
to an all-way stop controlled intersection with a traffic study to evaluate
its operation and the need for additional modifications.

5

Civic Campus Survey Results
when economic conditions improve; 2) Vote again on
a scaled back version of the Civic Campus; 3) Most
voters were unaware of a campaign to help pass the
measure; 4) Residents got information primarily from
the city newsletter and voters’ pamphlet; 5) Residents
want to know more details about the overall project
cost and what will be built under a new proposal; and
6) If the project goes to ballot again, local volunteers
should consider engaging a professional to run a
YES campaign.
The City Council will continue to review the
survey results at their annual goal setting meeting,
scheduled for Saturday, March 5, and begin to discuss
possible next steps. To see the complete survey results,
click online public meetings under “Most Requested
Services” at www.cityofmlt.com. The information is
available on the December 16, 2010 City Council
meeting agenda.
City Council discussion at their 2010 goal setting meeting.

7%

V

oters prefer a scaled-back version of the Civic Campus renovation proposed this
November in a bond measure according to a post-election survey conducted in
early December. Proposition 1 was supported by 47% of voters and opposed by
53%. It was 853 votes short of the 60% voter approval needed.
The City Council was presented with the results of an eight-question telephone
survey conducted to understand what factors were important for citizens in considering
Proposition 1. Key findings included: 1) Keeping the proposal on the table, and vote again

11%
13%

42%
28%

■ Vote again on scaled back version    ■ Vote again when economy rebounds
■ Stay in interim facilities ■ Purchase office building ■ Don’t know.

Recreation & Parks Summer Registration
The Recreation and Parks Department summer registration is in full
swing! There are many options at the Pavilion. We have day camp fun
for kids ages 3-14.
Join us for our fun theme weeks and field trips including Henry Moses
Aquatic Center, Fort Casey State Park, Everett Aquasox, and
Woodland Park Zoo. Before and after camp care is also available
for those needing extended care. Summer aquatic activities include
the Marlins Summer Swim Team and the Aqua Kids Day Camp for kids
ages 4-7.
Sports camps such as Kidz Love Soccer, Skyhawks, Tennis, Golf,
and Mountlake Terrace HS Basketball Camp will keep kids running
all summer! Dancers will enjoy our themed dance camps such as the
“Twilight” camp for kids and keep fit with Yoga/Pilates fitness classes
for adults.
There is something for EVERYBODY at the Recreation Pavilion. To find
your “Recreation Destination,” check out the Recreation Pavilion
this summer and all year long at www.mltrec.com or call (425) 776-9173.

6

Mountlake
Mountlake
Terrace
Terrace

CityHappenings
CityHappenings

Explore
Terrace Creek
Park Trail
An Ecological Jewel in
Your Backyard

Unbeknownst to many, Terrace Creek Park has a mile-long trail that
provides park visitors an opportunity to experience the serene tranquility
of an urban forest. The meandering trail within this 60-acre park located
at 23200 48th Avenue West contains lush vegetation, a year-round stream,
a variety of native plants, and mostly alder and conifer trees. The trail can
be accessed from 221st Street, just west of 48th Avenue, or from the open
space area of the park at 232nd Street.
The park’s ecosystem provides an excellent habitat for birds and wildlife
including bats, opossums, raccoons and squirrels. Dr. Robin Lesher, a
Mountlake Terrace resident and Ecologist with the USDA Forest
Service referred to Terrace Creek Park as an “ecological jewel” in south
Snohomish County. Lesher stated, “The park is an important natural area
as it represents a fairly intact second-growth forest, in the midst of a dense
population center, and provides low elevation habitat for a diversity of
plant and bird species.”
Year-round residents include five species of woodpeckers, most notably
the pileated woodpecker, as well as sharp-shinned hawk, chickadees,
nuthatches, kinglets, wrens, and various songbird species. Terrace Creek
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Park also provides habitat for migratory birds that fly north each spring
to breed and raise their young here. The alder community provides a
major food source for these birds, and decaying older trees provide sites
for cavity nesters.
The southern part of the trail opens to a meadow and pathway that
welcomes visitors to other active recreational opportunities including
a play structure, gazebo, benches and picnic facilities. Families, walkers
and joggers frequent the park, along with disk golfers who enjoy playing
the course located within the forest.
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6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200
PO Box 72
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

P l e a se R ec y c l e T h i s N ews l etter .

CityDirectory

P r i nte d w i t h S o y B a se d In k s .

Mountlake Terrace Recognizes Employees

Animal Control
(425) 744-6256
Building Permits
(425) 744-6267
Business Licenses
(425) 744-6211
city manager
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
Engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire Business Line
(425) 551-1200
M BERG
Y SMITH & KI
MAYOR JERR

Library
(425) 776-8722
Passports
(425) 744-6224
Pet Licenses
(425) 670-8260
Planning
(425) 744-6266
Police Business
(425) 670-8260
Public Works
(425) 670-8264
Pavilion & Pool
(425) 776-9173
Recycling & Transfer Station
(425) 388-3425
Street Lights Out
(425) 670-8264
Traffic Ticket/VIOLATIONS Bureau
(425) 744-6228
Utility Billing
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us
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At its annual appreciation
breakfast, the City of Mountlake
Terrace recognized employees for
years of service and notable team
and individual accomplishments
over the past year.
Police Officer Kim Berg received
the highly-coveted “Employee of
the Year Award” as well as being
recognized for 20 years of service.
Following a police department
reorganization, Officer Berg
was selected to fill the Office
of Professional Responsibility
position. Officer Berg implemented new processes to
improve tracking of employee
training and overall efficiency in
processing training requests. She
also coordinated the 2010 Police
Citizens Academy and Entry-Level
Officer testing process.
Sharon Crandall, Financial
Technician of Utilities Billing,
received the “Customer Service
Award” for her courtesy, positive
attitude, and commitment to
excellence in assisting over 6,000
utility billing customers. Please
join us in congratulating these fine
public servants!

SHARON CRANDALL

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
TUESDAY
MARCH 8, 8 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
APRIL 16, 6 p.m.
Center Court
Wednesday
MAY 11, 8 a.m.
Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

