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Gateway Development
Application Moving Forward

This is a conceptual drawing of the Gateway Transit Oriented Development Project, meaning NOT the actual design. Drawing courtesy
of Pace Engineers, Inc. and Veer Architecture, PLLC.

A planned mixed-use development along
the I-5 corridor in Mountlake Terrace —
currently called the “Gateway” project — is one
step closer to city approval as site developer
Steve Cox and his team have provided
more detailed information to finalize their
application and move the project forward.
The Gateway Project is a 675 residential
unit, 100,000 square feet commercial project
located on the former Evergreen Elementary
School and adjoining site.
The proposal includes a new arterial street
connecting 236th and 244th Streets, active and
passive open space, and a style of development
that builds upon the site’s proximity to mass
transit. The developer is also working with the
city, Sound Transit and the state to coordinate

the broader level of planned development in
that area. For example, there are significant
grading issues that if properly coordinated will
avoid visually obtrusive retaining walls and
barriers between the development site and
the planned light rail station while providing
opportunity for future viewing plazas and
public gathering spaces adjacent to both sites.
The gateway project also includes restoration and enhancement of the stream and
wetland conditions on the site. Over the
years, these critical environmental areas have
become overgrown with invasive vegetation,
and the buffers needed to preserve their
functions and values have been degraded.
Therefore, the developer will be submitting
an enhancement/mitigation plan that will
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ensure enhancement or restoration of the
overall functions and values of the stream and
wetlands on the site. These efforts are also
being coordinated at a broader level because
stream and wetland areas extend into state
right-of-way in the area of the planned light
rail station.
The developer is working with city staff,
the state and Sound Transit to ensure that
the gateway project will be a win/win in terms
of environmental sensitivity, site amenity,
economic vitality, and a visual “welcome” to
citizens and visitors entering the city via I-5 or
mass transit. The application for binding site
plan approval of the development is nearly
complete. Grading of the site could occur as
early as this fall.
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Ballinger Park Master Plan Adopted
In early September, the City Council formally adopted the Ballinger Park Master Plan after
over two years of community meetings, open houses, and intensive planning efforts.
The 42-acre property (23000 Lakeview Drive) was previously used as a municipal golf course
and was converted to a passive park after the former operators walked away in 2012. The
planning and development process since that time has included data collection and analysis,
public outreach and stakeholder involvement, development of goals and objectives, preparation
of park conceptual plans and options, identification of capital needs and funding strategies.
Earlier this year, the City Council approved a contract with the Berger Partnership, a landscape
architecture and urban design firm. The Berger Partnership led a community outreach campaign
with three community meetings held at the Ballinger Clubhouse to seek input from park users

and other interested parties.
A draft plan was presented to the
community in July and formal presentations
were held before the Planning Commission
and City Council in August that culminated
with final approval of the plan.
Some highlights of the phased plan include
separation of the fishing and swimming areas,
construction of a new fishing dock and floating
boat dock, boardwalks, splash pad, playgrounds,
restrooms, pathways and community gathering
areas by the Senior/Community Center located
at Ballinger Clubhouse.
Besides some of the recreational aspects,
the plan addressed environmental issues
by meandering the creek and spreading out
the floodplain area where the current tennis
court exists. These changes will improve water
quality and wildlife habitat in the park.
Having this plan in place allows the city to
seek grant funds and partnerships with local,
state and federal agencies. Some aspects of the
plan will be implemented immediately with
pathways already being mowed for families to
enjoy and allowing the park to revert to a more
passive park. This beautiful space is now open
to everyone as a regional waterfront park.
To learn more about the park and the
Master Plan, visit www.cityofmlt.com and go
to City Services, then Parks Services, then
Ballinger Park or contact Recreation and
Parks Director Jeff Betz at (425) 640-3101 or
jbetz@ci.mlt.wa.us.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
North Side Water Main Improvements
This project constructed approximately
6,500 linear feet (1.2 miles) of new 6-inch,
8-inch, and 12-inch diameter ductile iron water main, together with 13 fire hydrants and
66 water services. This project replaced undersized and/or deteriorated water mains to provide adequate fire flows and system reliability
consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Water System Plan. The work took place within
215th/216th Streets between 61st and 66th
Avenues, 56th Avenue W between 216th and
220th Streets, 218th and 219th Streets west of
58th Avenue W, and in 54th Avenue W and
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216th Street SW from 214th Street to 56th Avenue W. Construction began in January and is
expected to be completed in early fall.
North Side Water Main Improvements
The right-of-way phase of the project has
started. The city has contracted with Universal
Field Services to begin work on right-of-way
activities. This will include utility and property
line locates (paint marks on the ground),
survey, and property owner notifications.
Design of the project is anticipated to be
complete this year.
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Lakeview Trail Project
A grant of over $2 million will fund construction
of new pedestrian and bicycle facilities along
Lakeview Drive and 236th Street SW, from the
Interurban Trail to I-5. The improvements will
increase commuting options for residents of
Mountlake Terrace and other nearby jurisdictions.
They will provide safe and convenient connections
for pedestrians and cyclists from west Mountlake
Terrace, east Edmonds, and the Interurban Trail
to the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center and the
Town Center. Work began in April and during
construction, expect lane closures on 228th Street
SW/Lakeview Drive/236th Street SW from the
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City Receives Award for
“Outstanding” Budget

Council Highlights
September

• Reviewed Final Ballinger Park Master Plan
• Reviewed Debris Management Plan
• Reviewed Transportation Impact Fees
Discount Ordinance
• Reviewed Waste Management
Contract Amendments
• Reviewed 2014 Fire District 1 Annual Report
• Legislative Update
• Historic Aviation Campus Project Presentation
• Adopted Debris Management Plan
• Adopted Waste Management
Contract Amendments
• Public Hearing on Transportation Impact Fees
Discount Ordinance

The Finance Division displays the GFOA Award.

The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) awarded the City
of Mountlake Terrace its Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the
preparation of the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget. The city’s Biennial Budget was
rated “Outstanding” as a policy document. This is the 19th Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award the city has received.
The GFOA award reflects the ongoing and continued commitment of the
City Council and city personnel to meet the highest principles of governmental
budgeting, financial accountability and financial integrity.
“I’m very proud of the staff who put this budget together,” stated Mayor Jerry
Smith. “The budget is an important document that serves as the foundation of
the city’s workplan to provide programs and services to our community.”
In order to receive the budget award, the City had to satisfy nationally recognized
guidelines for effective budget presentation. These guidelines are designed to
assess how well an entity’s budget serves as a policy document, a financial plan, an
operations guide, and a communication device. In Washington State, the City of
Mountlake Terrace was one of only 25 cities to receive the award in 2014.
Find the City of Mountlake Terrace Biennial Budget for 2015/16 at
www.cityofmlt.com, then click “Adopted Biennial Budget” under “Most
Requested Services”.

• Approved Ballinger Park Master Plan
• Approved Professional Services Contract with
Gordon Thomas Honeywell Governmental Affairs
• Adopted Resolution Approving Separation
Agreement Between City & City Manager
• Adopted Resolution Appointing an Interim
City Manager
• Reviewed Building/Electrical/Fire Code
Update Ordinances
• Reviewed Transportation and Park Impact
Fees Ordinance
• Administered Oath to Interim City Manager
• Presentation by Community Transit
• Updated on Gateway Project
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with WRIA 8
• Approved Surplus Public Works Vehicle

August
• 2015 Second Quarter Police Department Report
• Reviewed Transportation Zoning Code Updates
(Phase 1)

Interurban Trail to I-5. Some detours may be necessary along 228th Street SW for
utility work in the vicinity of both Ballinger Park and 72nd Place W. Use of alternate
routes is recommended. Normal work hours are 7am to 5pm, Monday – Thursday.
The project is expected to be completed this fall.
Edmonds’ 228th Street SW Corridor Improvement Project
The City of Edmonds has begun construction of an extension of 228th
Street SW from 76th Avenue W to SR99. This project will include new traffic
signals at SR99/228th and at 76th/228th, and will also include reconstructing
228th Street/Lakeview Drive from 73rd Place W to the Ballinger Playfields.
Edmonds contractor is expected to be working in the City of Mountlake Terrace
portions of the project through the fall. For further information, contact
Edmonds’ Capital Projects Manager Jaime Hawkins at (425) 771-0220, x1714, or
Jaime.Hawkins@edmondswa.gov.
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• Reviewed Amendment to Waste
Management Contract
• Electronic Home Monitoring Assessment
• Reviewed Mid-Year Staff Activity Report
• Followed-up on Draft 2015-2017 City Council Goals
• Approved 2015-2016 ILA for Snohomish
Regional Drug and Gang Task Force
• Website Redesign Update
• Adopted 2015-2017 City Council Goals
• Discussed Facilities Task Force Recruitment
• Updated on Electronic Home Monitoring Program
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The northern section of the trail along Ballinger Playfield (shown here) was paved in early September as crews worked to install new LED lighting.

Lakeview Trail Nears Completion
The Lakeview Trail project, a shared use path connecting the
Interurban Trail and the west end of the bridge over Interstate 5, will
be completed by the end of October. The path will be approximately a
mile long and follow a route along 228th Street SW, Lakeview Drive,
and 236th Street SW. The project increases commuting options for
residents of Mountlake Terrace and other nearby jurisdictions, provides
safe and convenient connections for pedestrians and cyclists from west
Mountlake Terrace, east Edmonds, and the Interurban Trail to the
Mountlake Terrace Transit Center and the Town Center, and separates
bicycle and pedestrian facilities from motor vehicle traffic.
The shared use path will be located on the south and west sides of the
roadway from the Interurban Trail at 228th Street SW to the 236th Street
SW and 65th Place W intersection, bordering the Ballinger Playfield,
Ballinger Park, and the Nile Shrine Golf Course. The trail route will
cross 236th at 65th Place where a new signal is planned and will continue
on the north side of the street to the bridge over Interstate 5.
A majority of the construction costs are funded by a $2.08 million

Federal Highway Administration grant. Governor Inslee played a
major role to help the city secure federal funding when he served as
a U.S. 1st Congressional District Representative. The city extended
an invitation to Governor Inslee for a ribbon cutting ceremony and
although he is unable to attend, he will have a representative speak on
his behalf. The ribbon cutting event will be scheduled toward the end
of October. Watch the city’s webpage for information.
“The Lakeview Trail provides a scenic walking and biking trail with
connections to the Transit Center for the entire region to enjoy,” stated
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “The city would like
to thank the community for their patience during construction of
this project and for their participation in the many open houses and
meetings that were held over the past few years.”
The Lakeview Trail project is consistent with the city’s transportation
goals as identified in the Comprehensive Plan, and will coordinate with
the development of the Ballinger Park Master Plan.

9th Annual Costume Carnival
October 24, Terrace Park Gym, 5-9pm
$5 per person, $10 per family up to 4

Kontageous (Hip Hop) Dance Company and the Mountlake Terrace Dance Academy are
teaming up to bring you the best family friendly event in town. Carnival games, great food, a
costume contest and best of all diverse music and dance will keep you entertained while raising
funds for dance scholarships. Performances include singing, Hip Hop, Ballet, Tap, Irish Step
and Hawaiian Hula as well as the Thriller Zombies. KDC and MLT Dance both strive to offer
inclusive and challenging dance opportunities to everyone. Proceeds from this event will go
directly to the KDC and MLT Dance scholarship funds. Don’t miss this fun annual event for
a good cause.
Terrace Park School Gym is located next to the Recreation Pavilion at 5409 228th Street SW.
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Juried Art Show Extended to Two Weeks
The 37th Annual Arts of the Terrace Juried
Art Show began Saturday, September 26 and
will stay open for two weeks this year through
Sunday, October 11 at the Mountlake Terrace
Library. Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace
Arts Commission and the Friends of the Arts,
“Arts of the Terrace” is one of the major juried
art shows held in the Pacific Northwest and
attracts top artists from the region.
A patrons’ preview and artists’ awards
ceremony was held Friday, September 25
at the Mountlake Terrace Library at 23300
58th Avenue West. This year’s jurors include
DeAnne Lemley for Paintings, Prints,
Drawings and Miniatures; Mark Bergsma
for photography and Lin McJunkin for
3-Dimensional and Artisans’ Works. Last

year’s show incorporated nearly 180 artists
submitting over 370 art entries, which marked
the highest number of artists and art entries in
the show’s history.
“Arts of the Terrace has been around
nearly 40 years and has become a regionally
renowned show growing in popularity each
year,” stated Mayor Jerry Smith. “Last year,
Friends of the Arts secured funding for new
panels and lighting that made the show even
more enjoyable.”
As a juried art show, artists compete for
more than $4,000 in cash awards and art
merchandise and the quality and caliber of art
submissions has increased the competition
for being accepted into the show. Artists
from other states and Canada have entered

the show, thus increasing its notoriety as
not only a regional but now a national and
international show.
“If you haven’t visited this amazing show
make sure you do so this year,” added Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen.
“They’ve added another week to the show to
make it easier to fit into your schedule.”
The show is free and open to the public
Monday through Thursday, 12 noon to 6 p.m.,
Friday and Saturdays, 12 to 5 p.m. and Sunday
September 27 and Sunday October 4 1-5 p.m.
and closing day of October 11 from 1-3 p.m.
The Mountlake Terrace Library is located at
23300 58th Avenue W. More information is on
Facebook at Mountlake Terrace Friends of the Arts.

Be a Part of the “Purple Light Nights” Campaign
The City of Mountlake Terrace would like to remind you that October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Domestic violence is an important
concern in our local community. In 2014 the Mountlake Terrace Police
Department responded to more than 600 calls involving domestic violence.
This is an increase of over 100 calls from 2013.
While many of the perpetrators of such violence would like us to believe
that these issues are “family affairs”, domestic violence is in fact a community
concern. In order to deal with this wide-spread issue, the City of Mountlake
Terrace continues to make domestic violence a top priority. A full time
Domestic Violence Coordinator works within the Police Department. In this
capacity, the Coordinator conducts follow up investigation of all domestic
violence crimes and works with prosecutors to ensure that offenders can be
held accountable to the highest degree possible for their behavior by the
criminal justice system. In addition, the Coordinator works with victims
to make certain that they are provided with important resources, and are
updated on any criminal case information.
In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the city will kick off
our 8th annual Purple Light Nights Campaign beginning October 1. The
domestic violence movement uses the purple ribbon as a symbol of unity in
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the fight against family violence. The Purple Light Nights Campaign takes
this symbol one step further and provides purple light bulbs (blacklights)
to the community with the intent that they be displayed during the entire
month of October in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
If you would like a purple light to display, please contact Danielle Singson
at the Mountlake Terrace Police Department at (425) 744-6257. We have a
limited supply available to the public at no cost. However, if you already have
a purple light, please display it throughout the month in order to honor
those who have lost their lives; support those who have survived domestic
violence; and bring hope to those who are still living with abuse. More
information on Purple Light Nights can be found at www.purplelightnights.org.
Local Domestic Violence Resources
Domestic Violence Services of Snohomish County
(24 Hours): (425) 25-ABUSE (425) 252-2873
City of Mountlake Terrace Domestic Violence Coordinator:
(425) 744-6257
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Were You Ready For the Storm?
Emergency Preparedness & Communication
This fall’s emergency preparedness article will hopefully hit home since the
region experienced a rare summer storm that caused extended power outages
for many. The good news was that the worst factors were no power, fallen trees,
property damage, bad traffic, crowded restaurants where power was restored, and
spoiled food.
Now imagine throwing in other factors that are likely during a winter storm
or earthquake such as freezing temperatures, longer power outages, collapsed
buildings, impassable roads, lack of water and sewer, injuries, and no contact
with loved ones. Consider the August storm a trial run. Were you prepared? If not,
have you done what is necessary to prepare since the storm?
Snow and windstorms, floods, earthquakes, fire, and extended power outages
are typical emergencies that our area has experienced. As we head into the fall
and winter, it is important to take time to prepare yourself and your family for
potential emergencies.
Make preparations to take care of yourself, your family, and your pets for several
days in case the city is unable to help you right away. Do you have supplies to
last at least three days and quite possibly longer in the case of a major disaster? If
you are already prepared, it’s time to review your plans and check your supplies.
You can find information at www.cityofmlt.com, “For Residents” and click on
Emergency Preparedness.
This summer, the city held a practice scenario to make sure we know our roles
and how to coordinate with one another and other jurisdictions. The city’s response
efforts include dispatching fire, police and public works crews to handle situations
like fires, gas and water leaks, collapsed buildings, blocked roadways, and medical
emergencies. Community relations, finance, planning and recreation staff provide
information to the public, order supplies, and set up shelter and food stations.
Communication is key during an emergency. Do you follow our Facebook and
Twitter social media sites? Many of you did during the recent storm and we try
and provide as much information as we can given the availability of power and
the internet. It’s also a great resource to share information with one another. In a
major emergency where electronics are inoperable, look for manual posting sites
at places like the Civic Center/Library, Pavilion, schools, and shopping centers.

Downed power lines and trees were commonplace during
the August windstorm.

We will provide updates about food, water and shelter
at these locations.
Residents and businesses may also sign up to receive
up-to-date emergency notifications through an emergency
management alert system offered by Snohomish County
Department of Emergency Management with the county’s
911 Call Centers. The city and other emergency response
providers will use the alert system to warn people quickly
when hazardous weather or other emergencies may affect
the local area. Notifications can be via e-mail or text message.
To sign up, go to www.cityofmlt.com and click on the “Public
Alert Sign Up” link on the city’s home page and look for our
Facebook and Twitter links while you are there.
When the city’s new website goes live later this year, you
can sign up for a variety of information lists and receive
updates including emergency information. Please join us in
partnership to keep your families, your properties and our
community safe and prepare now!

About 30 people helped the City Council welcome another business to the city: Sunrise Services, Inc. who offers community
mental health services to South Snohomish County.
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Mountlake Senior Living Project
What’s happening under the large crane on 244th Street SW just
east of 56th Avenue West? Mountlake Senior Living, a four-story
mixed-use development is under construction on a 0.86-acre lot.
This project will have 96 units of affordable, independent (not state
licensed) housing for seniors age 55 and over, with 2,200 square

feet of ground floor commercial space and 55 parking spaces in the
understructure garage. The project includes a pedestrian activity
area, shared open space and landscaping. Completion of the
project is anticipated in early 2016. A curbside pullout for load/
unload activities has been added at the front entry.

Improve Your Lawn
This Autumn
After a summer of record hot temperatures and very
little rainfall, autumn is a great time to repair your lawn
and make it healthy for springtime.
One of the best things you can do this fall is rake the
moss and dead material to improve the look and health
of your lawn. Aerating your soil is step two. Aeration
allows air, water and nutrients to penetrate the grass
roots so they can grow deeply and produce a stronger,
more vigorous lawn. Too much lawn thatch or heavy
organic debris buried under the grass surface can also
starve the roots from these essential elements.
You can use a border fork or hollow tiner to pull out
plugs of soil. Work across your lawn at 4-inch intervals.
Aeration is recommended every two years for high traffic
lawns. There are two main aerating tools — a spike aerator
and a plug aerator. With a spike aerator, you poke holes
into the ground with a solid tine or fork. Plug aerators
remove a core or plug of grass and soil from the lawn.
For best results, use an aerating tool or machine
that actually removes plugs of soil. Poking holes is less
effective and can actually cause additional compaction in
the areas around the holes. You can also consider renting
an aerating tool or machine that removes soil plus
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approximately 2-3 inches deep and about 2-3 inches apart. Check with your neighbors
to see if they have interest in sharing the cost of the rental.
Follow aeration with over-seeding thin areas and top-dressing with compost. Ask
your local nursery for grass seed blends adapted to your area. Then “top-dress” by
raking in ¼ to ½ inch of compost to cover the seed and improve the soil. If you intend
to fertilize your lawn, use “natural organic” or “slow release” fertilizers because they are
less likely to wash off into ground water and streams and will last longer.
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Mountlake Terrace Tree
Lighting Ceremony
Sponsored by Vineyard Park
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The 33rd Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony is Friday, December 4, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Evergreen
Playfield, 22205 56th Avenue W and features a concert by Mountlake Terrace and Terrace Park
Elementary School students, a visit from Santa and the traditional tree lighting.
Serving as a beacon of light from I-5, the "tree" is a frame of 1,800 lights on top of the city's water tower.
The LED lights use only 25% of the power as the old lights. Thank you to Vineyard Park at Mountlake
Terrace, 23008 56th Avenue West, for sponsoring this year’s event.
Thanks also go to the Tour de Terrace volunteers who serve
cookies, hot coffee and cocoa while Santa meets with the children.
Santa will make his grand entrance on a fire truck and at the end
of the program. For information, call (425) 744-6206.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Library Board

Third Wednesday every other
month at 5:45 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Second Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
October 7, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
November 4, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
December 9, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

