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Fire Station 19 Ready for Use
Open House on Saturday, April 22, 10:00am - 2:00pm

Construction of a new Fire Station
19 at the Civic Center Campus on
232nd Street was recently completed,
and you’re invited to an Open House
on Saturday, April 22 from 10:00 2:00. Bring your family for a tour of
the facility and take pictures of your
kids on the firefighting equipment.
The new 6,000 square foot facility has a lobby for services including blood pressure checks, as well
as sleeping quarters for as many as
five staff. The station also has apparatus bays for today’s larger fire
response equipment and a secured
garage below the station for police
vehicles.
Fire Station 19 was originally built
in 1961 as part of the City Hall
building. The 5,000 square foot sta-

tion does not meet today’s earthquake standards for emergency facilities, and the bays are too small
for some of today’s firefighting apparatus. The station’s sleeping quarters also do not meet building code
standards or have fire sprinklers as
required by law.
The new station cost approximately $2.6 million, and is partly
funded through the Real Estate Excise Tax (REET), which is a tax on
property sold in the community. Of
the $2.6 million price tag, approximately 11% was spent on design and
project management, 2% for permits
and inspections, and 86% was for
construction. The remaining 1%
was placed in the City’s fund for
public art.

Snohomish County Fire District 1
employees will staff the new station,
which provides service to the
Mountlake Terrace community under
a contract approved in 2004. Contracting with the Fire District has not
changed the high level of service
we’re accustomed to, but it has certainly saved money by enabling the
City to eliminate the Fire Chief position and reduce overtime costs. The
District also increases paramedic
staffing in Mountlake Terrace to enable the community to have “advanced life support” (ALS) services.
The contract with the District even
saved money on the new fire station
because the City didn’t need to build
a training room or office space for a
Fire Chief.
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Council
Corner

By Councilwoman
Michelle Robles
The planning process for downtown Mountlake Terrace has been
like a trip down the yellow brick
road. Along the way, we picked up
the scarecrow, tin man and lion. The
process has been “if I only had a
brain, the heart, or the courage…”
A great deal of effort was put into
previous downtown studies, but
with limited heart, vision, and leadership to implement them. They
started out as shiny binders that are
now dusty and stored on a bookshelf. Our downtown should and
can become the heart and soul of the
community as it once was many
years ago. It should create a sense
of place and identity that reflects the
character and unique feel of
Mountlake Terrace. Those who live
here should feel at home. Those
who visit should feel welcome and
invited. It can be a place where the
community can come together to
shop, live, work, and play.
On behalf of the City Council and
our new City Manager John
Caulfield, we invite the community
and its wide range of community
stakeholders to work with us and tell
how you envision downtown not
only for today and tomorrow, but for
the next 10-30 years. The Council
plans to hold a Town Meeting later
this year to facilitate this discussion
with the community. We will also
want e-mails, letters, and pictures
of what you envision in our key
commercial corridor. We are rapidly reaching the end of the yellow
brick road and Oz is on the horizon.
What is your vision for Mountlake
Terrace?
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Clean Up Kicks Off in May

This flower bed, located at 236th Street and I-5 near the Park and Ride Lot, was given
a makeover by volunteers of the Mountlake Terrace Garden Club in 2004.

Spring is approaching and as the
temperature begins to warm, many
Mountlake Terrace residents turn
their attention to sprucing up their
homes, garages, and yards in anticipation of the Community’s annual
spring cleaning events. For those of
you who look forward to partaking
in this annual rite of disposal and
cleanliness, the official dates for the
events are as follows:
•
•
•

City-Wide Yard Sale on Friday, May 12 through Sunday,
May 14 (three days)
Free Curbside Pick-Up Day
on Wednesday, May 17
Community Volunteer CleanUp Day on Saturday, May 20.

This year’s rendition of the Community Volunteer Clean-Up Day
marks the sixth year that residents,
City staff, and the local community
have joined forces on a Saturday
morning to help beautify the City’s
parks and public areas. During previous events, volunteers have donated their Saturday morning to put
rakes, shovels, pruning shears, and

paintbrushes to work as City flower
beds, parks’ trails, shrubbery, and
facilities receive additional attention and caretaking. Individuals or
groups wanting to be a part of the
volunteer efforts on May 20 are
asked to contact Ken Courtmanch,
Parks Services Supervisor, at (425)
776-1811. The City Council invites
all volunteers to attend a barbecue
following the event in appreciation
of the collaborative effort to help
make our community sparkle!
Permits to have major appliances
such as refrigerators, washers, dryers, stoves, and microwaves hauled
away during the Free Curbside
Pick-Up Day on May 17 can be obtained at City Hall. The removal
permit fee for appliances with chlorinated fluorocarbons (CFCs), including refrigerators and air conditioner units, is $22. The removal
fee for appliances without CFCs is
$17. Elderly individuals or persons
with disabilities needing assistance
during the Free Curbside Pick-Up
Day event should contact the Public Works Department at (425) 6708264.
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Grant Funds Help Spiff Up Neighborhood
BEFORE

Funded in part from a Snohomish
County Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), the 60th Avenue Sidewalk (between 232nd Street
and 233rd Place) and Veterans Park
Trail improvement projects are an example of a partnership that stretch
your tax dollar.
The 60th Avenue improvements
consisted of the installation of a new
curb, gutter and sidewalk on the east
side of the street and a new sidewalk

AFTER

structed in the same location as the
existing path connecting 60th Avenue and the Civic Center complex
near the police station.
The City solicited input from
project stakeholders including the
adjacent neighborhood, the Neighborhood Parks Improvement Subcommittee, the Recreation and
Parks Advisory Commission, and
other interested individuals. A
neighborhood meeting was held in

BEFORE
on the west side adjacent to the existing curb. Adjacent to the 60th Avenue entrance to Veteran’s Park, the
street was widened to current street
standards, including sidewalks.
The improvements proposed for
Veteran’s Park consisted of a lighted,
five-foot wide, paved walkway con-

jacent to the perpendicular parking
was widened to only 20 feet instead
of 32 feet. The path through the
park was surfaced with crushed
rock, instead of concrete, except for
a portion of the path at the western
end, and along the area directly behind the bird watching station.
Low-level lights were eliminated
from the path except around the bird
watching station.

AFTER
March of 2004 to discuss preliminary design ideas for the project.
Input from the community resulted in
reconfiguring three street parking
spaces from parallel to perpendicular, and creating a planter area to preserve the fir tree that initially would
have been removed. The street ad-

In 2004, the City Council approved
modifications to the design of the
project and directed staff to proceed.
Following a comprehensive environmental review, the project was put
out for bid in the summer of 2005
and construction was completed in
March of this year.
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A Face of the City

Joie Wor
Wor
orthen
then Promotes
Promotes Community and
Pride In Mountlake Terrace
Terrace
Writing grants for funds to make
school crossing zones safer, creating training programs, and developing community policing programs are just a few of the things
that Joie (pronounced “Joey”)
Worthen, a five-year veteran of the
Police Department, does for the
residents of Mountlake Terrace.
As the Police Services Supervisor, Joie’s responsibilities also
include managing the Code Enforcement, Parking Enforcement,
Electronic Home Monitoring, and
Jail Transport programs. The
Home Monitoring program, run by
Officer Dave Alaniz, requires
low-risk defendants to pay a daily
charge for an electronic home
monitoring ankle bracelet, an effort that generated approximately
$73,000 of revenue in 2005. This,
along with agreements for more
cost effective, out of area jail services, help reduce the cost of incarcerating prisoners. In addition
to supervising Code Enforcement
Officer, Rob Jenkins, Joie has
played a prominent role in the development of municipal codes,
worked on the formation of the
original City Pride Program, and
most recently she helped create an
education and outreach plan, including a number of brochures, for
the 2006 City Pride Program.
Joie coordinates grants, training,
and special events such as National Night Out Against Crime, an
evening of entertainment and education that attracts hundreds of local families to the Civic Center.
Police Chief Scott Smith acknowl-

edged Worthen’s value to the community stating, “National Night Out
has become a major annual event that
has grown significantly over time
because of Joie’s passion and her
ability to coordinate and build partnerships. She has made National
Night Out a hugely successful community outreach effort.”
Worthen is also known beyond the
borders of Mountlake Terrace, serv-

Worthen poses with Police Chief Scott
Smith after accepting a Traffic Safety Award
from the Washington State Traffic Safety
Commission.

ing on a number of boards including the Snohomish County DUI Task
Force and PACE Board (Proactive
Criminal Enforcement). Last year
the Department of Transportation
recognized Worthen’s talents and invited her to serve on a committee
that reviewed capital improvement
grant applications. In February, the
Washington State Traffic Safety
Commission presented Worthen
with a State Traffic Safety Superstar Award for her work developing training programs for police officers.
With a flair for the creative and
an interest in the arts, Joie was recently asked by the City of Sultan
to draw a portrait of a Town
Marshall for the dedication of their
visitor center being named in his
honor.
Within the Police Department,
Joie is called upon to assist with
resolving chronic problems, such as
drug houses. Last year Joie coordinated with the Public Works Department on a burglary and vandalism issue, and she worked with outside agencies to remove an increasingly problematic resident from
State subsidies resulting in the
person’s subsequent eviction. “I
enjoy a challenge, looking at a problem from every angle, really getting
creative and bringing in other resources to address an issue,” said
Worthen, “and being able to go back
and tell a neighborhood that the
problem is resolved.”
As many can attest, Joie Worthen
is a superstar in many ways in
Mountlake Terrace and beyond.
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City T
Takes
akes Pride in Nuisance Program
Program
New Ordinances Adopted in March

BEFORE
The Mountlake Terrace City Council recently made changes to clarify
its nuisance and parking codes. The
purpose of the nuisance code is to
“create and maintain a safe and
healthy living environment for the
citizens of Mountlake Terrace”.
These changes help to eliminate ambiguity and close loopholes to make
the City’s laws more enforceable.
The ordinances were last updated in
2001.
The City Pride Program was created in 2002 to systematically survey all 6,000 homes in Mountlake
Terrace for nuisance violations. The
first survey resulted in 849 cases,
most of which were closed after the
first notice. Others took a lot more
attention to gain compliance by virtue of the extent of the violation or
the reluctance of the property owner.
Some of these addresses had been
problematic for a number of years.
The program was very successful
and the City found the overall impact was highly visible as neighborhoods looked cleaner and safer.
In 2003, the first maintenance survey was conducted and produced
368 cases. These violations were

AFTER

generally to a lesser degree than the
previous year and therefore cases
were closed more quickly.
The most recent survey was conducted in mid-2005 after the City
hired a new Code Enforcement Officer, Rob Jenkins. Officer Jenkins
experienced a backlog of cases fol-

Check your utility bill for
brochures on the new
code enforcement
ordinances.
===============

Questions or concerns about the
City Pride Program can be sent to
CodeEnforcement@ci.mlt.wa.us
or call (425) 670-8260.
lowing the departure of the previous officer and found enforcement
in some cases to be rather challenging due to vague language in the
City code. To address this, the
Police Department worked to
amend those ordinances already in
place and added a few new regulations in the fire lane, nuisance,
parking, and vehicle codes.

Some of the most notable changes
include a limit of two vehicles
parked in back yards, a 24-foot
maximum length for recreational
vehicles parked in the front yard, and
a provision that all motor vehicles
be parked on a permitted and improved surface. To help alleviate the
associated cost for creating an improved surface (such as asphalt, concrete, or grasscrete), the Council has
waived the permitting costs until
September 8, 2006 as an incentive
for those who comply within the first
six months.
The new ordinances also clarify
that parking of large commercial
vehicles, except for loading and unloading, is prohibited on both public and private property in singlehousehold zones.
Educational pamphlets outlining
the City’s amended ordinances will
be mailed in utility billings beginning in April and will also be available at City Hall, Mountlake Terrace
Library, and the Police Department.
For more information on the City
Pride Program, please call (425)
670-8260 or email the City at
CodeEnforcement@ci.mlt.wa.us.
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Meeting
Schedule
City Council Meetings
First and Third Mondays
at 7:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers
Arts Advisory
Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
Board of Adjustment
Third Tuesday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall
Community Policing
Advisory Board
Last Tuesday of each month at
5:30 p.m. at MLT Police
Station
Historical Committee
Second Wednesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
Library Board
Second Wednesday in Jan.,
March, May, July, September
& November at 4:00 p.m. at
MLT Library
Planning Commission
Second and Fourth Mondays at
7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers
Recreation and Parks
Advisory Commission
(RPAC) Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. at
City Hall
For updated meeting
information, click on
www.cityofmlt.com/meetings
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Str
S
trong
ong 2005 for City Budget
Revenues hold steady, expenditures kept under control
At the March 20 City Council
meeting, the City Council was presented with the 2005 preliminary
Financial Report in a new detailed
format to provide a better perspective of the City’s financial status. In
summary, 2005 was a successful
year for the City of Mountlake Terrace, both from an operational and
a financial standpoint.
As of the end of 2005, the City’s
General Fund operating revenues
totaled $14,460,463, equaling
103% of the 2005 budgeted operating revenue for the year due primarily to stronger than anticipated
gambling tax and investment interest revenues. Operating expenditures in the General Fund were more
than a million dollars under budget
at the end of the fourth quarter or
93% of what was budgeted for the
year. This savings resulted predominantly from favorable court
and jail contracts, a lower than anticipated General Fund subsidy in
support of recreation programs due
to strong program management, and
the availability of funds in the Debt
Service Fund that had accumulated
from previous years. Conservative
revenue projections and careful
spending by City staff also played
a key role in the outcome.
“I cannot express how excited I
am about the City’s finances at the
end of 2005,” stated City Manager

John Caulfield. “This is a positive
reflection on the department heads
– that they are good managers of
money – and a positive reflection
on the Council and the City’s financial policies.”
Gambling tax revenues continued
to be a strong, albeit unreliable,
source of revenue for the City totaling $1,433,407 for the year —
$176,370 more than what was received in 2004. As directed by the
City Council, $419,407 was transferred from the General Fund to the
Street Operating Fund to help finance street maintenance projects.
All other City funds (i.e., Construction Funds, Real Estate Excise
Tax Funds, Utility Fund, etc.) were
all well within budget appropriations. The City will begin very
shortly to close out 2005 in preparation of the City’s annual audit.
Likewise, the City will be developing a 6-year financial forecast to
ensure a financial base sufficient to
sustain a consistent level of municipal services (i.e., police, fire, EMS,
recreation, streets, utilities, etc.) the
community has come to expect. In
conclusion, the City ended 2005
with very favorable financial results.
The City’s 2005 Financial Report
is accessible at www.cityofmlt.com
under “City Finances”.

Fireworks Town Meeting

nity to provide input. In accordance
with State law, any ordinance banning fireworks passed prior to July
4, 2006 would not take affect until
2007. For more information, please
contact the Mountlake Terrace Police Department at (425) 670-8260.

Continued from page 8

The Council invites you to attend
the Town Meeting to discuss the
pros and cons of fireworks with
public safety officials to afford all
community members the opportu-
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City Directory
Mountlake Terrace City Hall
23204 58th Avenue W.
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
Hours:
Mon-Fri, 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Phone (425) 776-1161
Fax
(425) 778-6421
Website: www.cityofmlt.com
Email: cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
Passport Services Hours
City Hall: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Mountlake Terrace City Council
Michelle Angrick
280-1363
Angela Amundson
670-0678
Michelle Robles
776-5794
Jerry Smith
774-7335
Laura Sonmore
776-8837
Doug Wittinger
778-3376
John Zambrano
744-0174
Mountlake Terrace City Manager
John Caulfield
744-6205
Other Useful Phone Numbers
Animal Control
670-8260
Building Permits
744-6267
Business Licenses
744-6211
Code Compliance
670-8260
Emergency
911
Engineering
744-6273
Fire Business
551-1200
Information
776-1161
Library
776-8722
23300 58th Avenue W.
Pet Licenses
744-6210
Planning
744-6266
Police Business
670-8260
Public Works
670-8264
Recreation Pavilion
776-9173
th
5303 228 Street SW
Street Lights Out
670-8264
Traffic Ticket Info
744-6211
Transfer Station
388-3425
Utility Billing
744-6214
Utility Billing Fax
744-6214
Email: utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
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Council Sets Goals for 2006-08
Town Meeting on Fireworks Scheduled for
Wednesday, May 3, 7-9pm, MTHS Hub
21801 44th Avenue West
The City Council met on February 25 and April 1 to develop its
goals for the years 2006-2008. The
Council has identified five primary
goals along with action strategies to
address those goals and direct the
City’s work plan. The goals are:
1. Protect and Enhance the City’s
Financial Health and Stability
2. Generate Economic Development throughout the Community
3. Review and Prioritize Capital Infrastructure Needs and Implement
Projects
4. Develop and Implement more effective Communication and Outreach with the Community
5. Maintain Appropriate and Essential Public Services in a Cost Effective Manner.
At its April 1 retreat, the Council
reviewed the goals, action strate-

gies, and work plan items in detail
and subsequently adopted them at
their April 3 meeting.
As part of the City Council’s goal
to implement more effective community outreach measures, Town
Meetings will be held on topics
such as fireworks, code enforcement, and the Town Center Plan.
The Council has scheduled this
year’s initial Town Meeting on
May 3 at the Mountlake Terrace
High School Hub for a round table
discussion on whether or not to ban
legal fireworks in the City. In the
latter part of 2005, an informal poll
was mailed in utility billings asking if fireworks should be banned
or remain legal in Mountlake Terrace. About 57% of over 1,100 respondents favored banning the sale
and discharge of legal fireworks in
the City.
Continued on page 6
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Community Bulletin Board
MLT Library Events

*Best Garden Plants for your
Neighborhood
Author/Horticulturist Marianne Binetti
Tuesday, April 18, 7pm
*Current Events Discussion Group
Co-sponsored by MLT Seniors Group
May 2, 10am-2pm
uss
Bring news clippings of interest to disc
ce
Dan
*Shakespeare’s Music and
Free family program
Saturday, May 6, 2pm

MLT Citize
ns’
Voices Gro
up

Saturdays,
April 22, M
ay 20
10am-12pm
, Library
(425) 7741142

Spring Clean-Up

12, 13, 14
*Citywide Yard Sale, May
y 17, by
Ma
p,
k-U
Pic
*Free Curbside
6am

*Volunteer Community
Clean-Up & BBQ

Seniors Group

(425) 672-2407
11am – 3pm, Mon - Fri
*Lunch each Wed ($4) &
Fri ($2), Noon
*Red Hat Society Meeting
2nd Tuesdays, 2:30pm
*Movie Group
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 12:30p
m
*Casino Trips
1st Mondays and 4th Thursdays
*Foot Care
Mondays, May 1 & 8,
June 12 & 19

Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15, 10am
Evergreen Playfield
22205 56th Avenue W.
For Kids under 12

Recreation Pavilion

th
5303 228 Street SW
(425) 776-9173
*Special Events
y 6 & June 3,
Saturday Markets, Ma
9am-2pm
& 14
Wellness Fair, April 13
, 11am-1pm
15
April Pools Day, April
May 15, 5-7pm
Pavilion Open House,
com
Check www.cityofmlt.
for more info

Rotary Hispanic Center

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5-8pm
New Beginnings Church
21705 58th Avenue W.
Passport Processing Servi
ce
City Hall, 8am-5pm
Call (425) 776-1161 for
more information
Fire Station 19 Ribbon Cutti
ng
5902 58th Avenue W.
Saturday, April 22
Ribbon Cutting, 10am
Open House 10am-2pm

