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Council Appoints New City Manager
John Caulfield Takes the Helm on January 9

Newly appointed City Manager John Caulfield spoke to employees at their annual
appreciation breakfast held on December 8 at the Nile Golf & Country Club.

After several months of
anticipation in the community, the
Mountlake Terrace City Council
appointed John Caulfield as the next
City Manager on November 21.
Caulfield, 40, currently serves as
Deputy City Manager of University
Place, a city of over 31,000
residents, just west of Tacoma.
Caulfield replaces Connie Fessler,
who resigned at the request of the
Council in March of 2005 after
serving the City for nearly nine years.

Retired City Manager Jerry Osterman
has filled the interim role since the
end of April.
Caulfield will be sworn in as City
Manager at the Council’s January 3,
2006 meeting and will start his
employment as the City’s Chief
Executive Officer on January 9. “It’s
an honor and privilege to be
appointed as Mountlake Terrace’s
City Manager,” stated Caulfield. “I
am very grateful for the Council’s
confidence in me, and I look forward

to working with the Council,
community and staff.”
One of the first challenges for
Caulfield will be getting up to speed
with City issues and becoming
familiar with the staff. At University
Place, Caulfield serves in a dual role
as Deputy City Manager and
Economic Development Director,
experience that caught the attention
of Councilmembers during the
interview process as Mountlake
Terrace looks to tackle new
development regulations for the
downtown area.
“John’s a good fit for Mountlake
Terrace, because he managed the
downtown development program at
University Place and that’s what
we’re getting ready to work on in
2006,” remarked Mayor Jerry Smith.
Caulfield added, “The strategic location of Mountlake Terrace along
I-5 between Seattle and Everett, SR
99 and close proximity to I-405
along with its strong demographics,
significant purchasing power and
terrific community amenities (recreation programs, great parks and
schools, low crime) makes development and redevelopment in the
community’s Town Center and continued investment in other commerContinued on Page 6
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Council
Corner
By Councilman Doug Wittinger
With the election now over, the
Council to be seated will be faced
with serious issues. Mountlake Terrace is at a crossroad in our 50-year
history. Having no room to expand
our borders and having little vacant
land to develop, we face unique
challenges as we arrive at this crossroad.
One of our first tasks will be determining what our “Downtown”
should look like. Among the issues
being addressed are building
heights, commercial business concentration, apartments and condos,
traffic, building heights etc. Taking
action on this plan may provide new
revenue sources. It may also change
the entire look of our downtown.
Inconsistent funding for repair and
maintenance of our streets has led
to increasing complaints of deterioration. We cannot continue to defer
the repair of our roads. Similarly,
our water, sewer and storm pipes are
showing their age. Only recently
have we addressed these infrastructure needs and found difficulties in
providing their funding.
With a limited tax base, the city
budget continues to be a challenge.
Having few revenue options, we
have successfully chosen to emphasize gaming operations as an alternative base. We have also benefited
from real estate sales and utility
taxes. Revenues continue to exceed
expectations, although spending continues to exceed revenue.
Major decisions will soon be
made that will change the way our
City looks and how much our government costs. As voters, you have
let your voices be heard. As residents, please share your thoughts
with us on these crucial issues confronting us all.
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New Software Streamlines City Services
Online Registration for Recreation Programs and Utility
Payments Scheduled to Begin in 2006

Tamara Lemley proudly displays her
new Recreation Pavilion activity card.

Waiting in long lines at the
Recreation Pavilion may be a thing
of the past as Phase 1 of the City’s
recently purchased registration
software management system was
unveiled on December 1. The new
software system (CLASS) is
multifunctional and will enable
customers to purchase memberships
and scan their activity cards without
standing in line.
This improved system is expected
to deliver speedier and more reliable
customer transactions for recreation
classes and activities while
providing a higher degree of
accuracy for tracking merchandise
sales and inventory control.
Phase 2 of the project includes
online registration, which will allow

customers to register for recreation
classes from home or work via the
Internet. Online registration is
expected to be available for
customers in April of 2006. Support
Services Supervisor Julie Codd
commented, “The CLASS software
system is used in many cities
throughout the Puget Sound area and
best fits the needs of our customers
and staff.” Codd added that the new
customer activity cards are
available now at the Pavilion and
can be refilled when needed, similar
to a coffee card.
In addition to saving time at the
Pavilion, customers will also have
the convenience of viewing utility
bills online in the first quarter of
2006 with the City accepting
payments over the Internet by the end
of the summer. This service
enhancement is a result of the City’s
new financial software, MUNIS,
implemented in 2004. “We are
excited to be able to provide our
customers with online access to their
utility accounts, something they have
been requesting for quite some
time,” remarked Financial Services
Manager Sonja Springer. For further
details about online registration and
utility billing, please contact the
Recreation Pavilion at 425-7769173 or City Hall at 425-776-1161.

City Council Election Update
Voters re-elected the incumbents on November 7, with Angela Amundson, Jerry
Smith and Douglas Wittinger returning for
second terms.
For the position vacated
by two-term Councilmember Jamie
Gravelle, Michelle Angrick defeated challenger Eric Teegarden. Angrick, an 8-year
resident, also works in Mountlake Terrace
as an Office Administrator at Edwards
Jones Investments.

Michelle Angrick
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Tree Lighting Ceremony

Each year on the first Friday of
December, the Terrace-Brier Lions
Club serves cocoa and cookies at
the Tree Lighting Ceremony at Evergreen Playfield. The annual
event features Santa arriving on a
fire truck and children caroling as
families warm themselves besides
a number of bonfires. A December
1 snowfall made this year’s event
even more memorable as children

played in the snow and tossed
snowballs at one another.
The “tree” is actually a frame constructed of over 900 lights on top
of the City’s water tower and is seen
from miles around. City Police personnel, the Public Works Director,
and Fire District 1 staff used the opportunity to scale the 135-foot
tower to assemble the tree this year
as an emergency training exercise.

Pictured above are Terrace-Brier
Lions Club volunteers Judi Smith,
Fred Bames, Kathy Ness, and Cliff
Pearson; and attired in red and
white, Santa Claus. Pictured below
are Stan Krahn, the self-proclaimed
“oldest resident of Mountlake Terrace” (and former City Police Officer), and enthusiastic holiday carolers from Terrace Park Elementary
School.
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SUPPLIES What you should do to be ready
Preparing
eparing for an Emer
CHECKLIST Pr
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gency

In the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and sponse efforts and support field operations.
The City contracts with the Emergency
water per person per day, Rita, emergency preparedness and recovfor drinking and sanitation ery from a disaster are more of a reality Services Coordinating Agency (ESCA),
for all of us. The City’s first obligation an emergency management agency consist; Food - at least a threeis to protect life and health during a ma- ing of seven cities in South Snohomish and
day supply of non-perishjor emergency or disaster and would North King Counties. In most cases,
able food
likely be unable to respond to individu- ESCA will serve as the coordination point
; Battery-powered
als for at least the first few days. Emer- for press releases and public information
radio and a NOAA
gency response teams will be very busy on behalf of the City. With the assistance
Weather Radio with tone and may not be able to provide immedi- of ESCA, the City prepared a Hazard Mitialert and extra batteries
ate care to all who need it. The best thing gation Plan in 2004. Earlier this year, the
Council passed a resolution recognizing
; Flashlight with extra you can do is to prepare yourself is to
have an emergency plan, practice your the adoption of NIMS, the National Incibatteries
plan, communicate your plan to your fam- dent Management System. The federal
; First Aid Kit
ily members in advance, and have nec- government required local jurisdictions to
adopt NIMS in order to remain eligible to
; Whistle to signal for essary supplies to take care of yourself
and your family for at least three days.
receive coveted Homeland Security grant
help
Depending upon the severity of an funds. The City is also working to com; Dust mask or cotton
emergency and the availability of re- plete a Disaster Recovery Plan in 2006.
t-shirt to help filter the air
sources, the City will endeavor to comWater is a valuable resource in the event
; Moist towelettes for municate to citizens in the best ways posof an emergency. As such, a new water
sanitation
sible. Citizens may
reservoir was built
receive information
in Jack Long Park,
; Wrench or pliers to
via print, radio,
near the corner of
turn off utilities
cable and televi220th Street and 58th
; Manual can opener sion media; printed
Avenue W. The new
for food (if kit contains
materials; city ra2.13 million gallon
canned food)
dio systems; city
(MG) water tank
was constructed
; Plastic sheeting and website; Amateur
Radio Services;
over the past year as
duct tape to shelter-inpublic address sysan outcome of the
place
tems; and the
City’s Comprehen; Unique family needs,
Emergency Alert- The 1.8MG water reservoir (front) recently
sive Water System
such as daily prescription
Plan. The Plan coning System.
received a seismic upgrade. The City’s new
medications, infant forcluded that the preThe City of 2.13 water tank, sits next to the 1.8 and 2.5
mula or diapers, and
MG
reservoirs
pictured
above.
vious water reserMountlake Terrace
important family docuvoirs did not prohas a number of
ments
plans and strategies in place to handle a vide adequate storage for sustained fire
; Garbage bags and
crisis including an Emergency Operations flows and interruption of supply and recplastic ties for personal Plan, the principal plan that provides ommended a new reservoir be built adjasanitation
guidance to the emergency management cent to the 1.8 and 2.5MG reservoirs. As
staff for mitigation, preparedness, re- part of this project, the 1.8MG reservoir
sponse, and recovery operations. In an received a seismic upgrade to increase its
emergency situation, the City may acti- earthquake resistance. The project is
vate its Emergency Operations Center nearly completed and the park will reopen
Ready America Website at
(EOC), a command post to coordinate re- this spring.
; Water - one gallon of

http://www.ready.gov/america/
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Median Purchase Price Exceeds $500,000

Sunset Landing Residential Development
Offers 28 Quality Homes
new homes over the past
five years will make the
builder by far the most prolific producer of new residential homes within the
city during that time span.
“I had considered Sunset Landing one of south
Snohomish County’s bestkept secrets,” offered
Greenblatt. “Buyers are
quickly recognizing the incredible charm that
Mountlake Terrace has to
offer.” What else may be
prompting future residents
to commit to such a hefty
purchase price to live
here? Greenblatt had
plenty to offer in response
to that question. “Sunset
This home, called the “Sunrise”, features 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, and approximately 3,160 Landing is located in an
sq. ft. The home borders a community park and playground and has already been purchased. area that is surprising
With a median price tag exceed- ceeded our expectations,” stated quiet, given its close proximity to both
ing a half million dollars, Greenblatt, adding that the several of I-5 and Highway 99. It offers treeMountlake Terrace’s freshest in- the homes are now occupied.
lined streets, a neighborhood park
ventory of luxury homes continues
Sunset Landing’s future inventory of and walking trail, and a sense of beto attract enthusiastic buyers to the new homes will offer three expansive ing a part of a private community.”
west side of the city. The early pre- floor plans ranging from 3,160 to Noting that the lot sizes average beconstruction sales success of Sun- 3,465 square feet. Located between tween 4,500 and 5,000 square feet,
set Landing, a 28-home single fam- 222nd and 224th Street SW on 68th Gleenblatt stated that the new homes
ily residential development offered Place West, most of the development’s are rich in livable square footage
by Sundquist Homes, is reflective homes feature four or five bedrooms, without tying the new homeowners
of the public’s willingness to buy three and one-half bathrooms, and a to the commitment of tending to large
large new homes in a location noted finished daylight basement. Currently, yards. During her early introduction
for its desirable school district, nu- the homes range in price from to selling homes in this community,
merous parks and recreational ac- $513,000 to $543,000. In 2001 and she quickly came to a very positive
tivities, and relatively convenient 2002, Sundquist Homes constructed conclusion about the area. “People
access to the freeway. “We have al- the 33-home Mint Grove residential who live in Mountlake Terrace love
ready sold one-half of the new resi- development near Mountlake Terrace what the community has to offer. The
dential community,” noted Maggie High School. Following the comple- image of Mountlake Terrace is changGreenblatt, the site manager for tion of the Sunset Landing community, ing. Sunset Landing’s success is inSunset Landing. “The response from which is slated to occur by June 2006, dicative of how desirable living in
prospective buyers thus far has ex- Sundquist Homes’ contribution of 61 this community has become.”
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Sood Receives National A
ward
Award

City Council Meetings
First and Third Mondays
at 7:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers
City Council Holiday
Meeting Schedule
Council meetings will be held
on Tuesday, January 3, 17, and
February 21 due to the Monday holidays.
Arts Advisory
Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
Board of Adjustment
Third Tuesday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall
Community Policing
Advisory Board
Last Tuesday of each month at
5:30 p.m. at MLT Police
Station
Historical Committee
Second Wednesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at City
Hall
Library Board
Second Wednesday in Jan.,
March, May, July, September
& November at 4:00 p.m. at
MLT Library
Planning Commission
Second and Fourth Mondays
at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers
Recreation and Parks
Advisory Commission
(RPAC) Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. at
City Hall

Snohomish County Councilman and Community Transit Board Member Gary
Nelson presented long-time Mountlake Terrace Resident Vic Sood with a resolution
honoring his induction into the American Public Transportation Association’s Hall
of Fame. Photo contributed by Community Transit.

Former City Councilman Vic Sood
was awarded a Hall of Fame Award
by the American Public Transportation Association on September 27.
Mr. Sood was honored for his 32
years of service in the public transportation industry at the state and
federal levels.
Sood, 73, served as the first Executive Director of Community Transit in 1976 and President of the

Washington State Transit Association
in 1982 and 1983. The Sood family
has been devoted to serving this
community. Vic volunteers on the
Planning Commission and was on the
City Council from 1978-79. His
wife, Manu, serves on the City’s Arts
Commission and Nalin, his son, is a
teacher and boys’ basketball coach
at Mountlake Terrace High School.

Continued from page 1

Caulfield Appointed as New City Manager
cial areas very attractive. The key
component of economic development and redevelopment in
Mountlake Terrace will be to ensure
a balance between our neighborhoods and commercial areas.”
Another major priority in 2006 is
the update of the City’s Five-Year
Financial Plan in preparation for
developing the 2007-08 Biennial
Budget. Caulfield is well versed in
City finances as he honed his
budgetary skills working for the City
of Federal Way in the Finance
Department from 1991 to 1997 prior
to his tenure in University Place. A
highly motivated individual,

Caulfield also served as a U.S.
Army Ranger assigned to the 2nd
Ranger Battalion at Fort Lewis,
where he gained a great deal of
leadership experience.
Although he was born and raised
in Boston, Massachusetts, Caulfield
has lived in the Puget Sound area
for most of the past 20 years. In his
spare time, Caulfield enjoys
golfing, SCUBA diving and playing
ice hockey. With two golf courses
and an ice rink in Mountlake
Terrace, it does indeed seem that
Caulfield is a good fit. The City
welcomes him and looks forward
to his arrival in January.
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Community Bulletin Board
MLT Library Events

*Wonderful Winter Story Time
Thursdays, 10am, ages 5 & under
*Current Events Discussion Group
Co-sponsored by MLT Seniors Group
2nd Mondays, 10am-2pm
uss
Bring news clippings of interest to disc
e
anc
*Sosu’s Call – Theatre Perform
Powerful tale of a courageous
African Boy
Sat. Feb. 4, 2pm

Holiday Fa
cilities Sch
edule
City Hall, P
olice Statio
n,
Public Work
s
Closed Dec.
24, 25, 26, 3
1, Jan. 1, 2
Recreation
Pavilion
Dec. 24 & 31
, 8am-1:45pm
Closed: Dec.
25 & Jan. 1
Dec. 26, 8am
-6pm
Jan. 2-5: Poo
l, spa, sauna
, locker room
closed for ma
s
intenance
Racquetball,
cardio room,
indoor playground open
, 8am-6pm
Jan. 16, Feb
. 20, 8am-6p
m
Check www.c
ityofmlt.com
for more info

Seniors Group
(425) 672-2407
11am – 3pm, Mon - Fri
*Lunch each Wed ($4) & Fri
($2), Noon
*Red Hat Society Meeting
2nd Tuesdays, 2:30pm
*Movie Group
1st Mondays, 6pm
3rd Mondays, 12:30pm
*AARP Defensive Driving Cla
ss
February 7 & 9, 1-5pm
*Italian Dinner & Auction
Sat, March 25, 5-8pm

Rotary Hispanic Center
Tuesdays & Thursdays,
5-8pm
New Beginnings Church
22222 58th Avenue W.

ents
Terrace High Music Ev
th
21801 44 Avenue W.
www.MTHSBands.org
or call 471-3205

*Jazz Bands Concert
tre
Feb. 9, 7pm, MTHS Thea
Suggested Donation $3-5
t
*Spring Band Concer
eatre
March 2, 7pm, MTHS Th
Free
*Spring Choir
Concert-Misa Criolla
eatre
March 14, 7pm, MTHS Th
Free
e Benefit
*Night on the Terrac
Auction
ncing
Music, Appetizers & Da
March 25, 6-11pm,
$15 Admission
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City Directory
Mountlake Terrace City Hall
23204 58th Avenue W.
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
Hours: Mon-Fri, 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Phone (425) 776-1161
Fax
(425) 778-6421
Website: http://www.cityofmlt.com
Email: cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
Passport Services Hours
City Hall: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Mountlake Terrace City Council
Michelle Angrick
280-1363
Angela Amundson
670-0678
Michelle Robles
776-5794
Jerry Smith
774-7335
Laura Sonmore
776-8837
Doug Wittinger
778-3376
John Zambrano
744-0174
Mountlake Terrace City Manager
John Caulfield
744-6205
Other Useful Phone Numbers
Animal Control
670-8260
Building Permits
744-6267
Business Licenses
744-6211
Code Compliance
670-8260
Emergency
911
Engineering
744-6273
Fire Business
551-1200
Information
776-1161
Library
776-8722
23300 58th Avenue W.
Pet Licenses
744-6210
Planning
744-6266
Police Business
670-8260
Public Works
670-8264
Recreation Pavilion
776-9173
th
5303 228 Street SW
Street Lights Out
670-8260
Traffic Ticket Info
744-6211
Utility Billing
744-6214
Utility Billing Fax
744-6214
Email: utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

City Happenings
is an official publication of the City of Mountlake Terrace
and is printed locally by The Kings Press, Inc.

Newsletter Staff
Teresa McAllister • Virginia Olsen
Mike Pivec • Don Sarcletti

PRESORTED
STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
CITY OF
MOUNTLAKE
TERRACE

MOUNTLAKE
TERRACE
23204 58th Avenue West
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043

ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Seniors Group

(425) 672-2407
11am – 3pm, Mon - Fri
*Lunch each Wed ($4) & Fri ($2), Noon
*Red Hat Society Meeting
2nd Tuesdays, 2:30pm
*Movie Group
1st Mondays, 6pm
3rd Mondays, 12:30pm
*AARP Defensive Driving Class
February 7 & 9, 1-5pm
*Italian Dinner & Auction
Sat, March 25, 5-8pm

MLT Library Events

*Wonderful Winter Story Time
Thursdays, 10am, ages 5 & under
*Current Events Discussion Group
Co-sponsored by MLT Seniors Group
2nd Mondays, 10am-2pm
Bring news clippings of interest to discuss
*Sosu’s Call – Theatre Performance
Powerful tale of a courageous
African Boy
Sat. Feb. 4, 2pm

Terrace High Music Events

21801 44th Avenue W.
www.MTHSBands.org or call 471-3205
*Jazz Bands Concert
Feb. 9, 7pm, MTHS Theatre
Suggested Donation $3-5
*Spring Band Concert
March 2, 7pm, MTHS Theatre
Free
*Spring Choir Concert-Misa Criolla
March 14, 7pm, MTHS Theatre
Free
*Night on the Terrace Benefit Auction
Music, Appetizers & Dancing
March 25, 6-11pm, $15 Admission

Holiday Facilities Schedule
City Hall, Police Station, Public Works
Closed Dec. 24, 25, 26, 31, Jan. 1, 2

Recreation Pavilion

Dec. 24 & 31, 8am-1:45pm
Closed: Dec. 25 & Jan. 1
Dec. 26, 8am-6pm
Jan. 2-5: Pool, spa, sauna, locker rooms closed for maintenance
Racquetball, cardio room, indoor playground open, 8am-6pm
Jan. 16, Feb. 20, 8am-6pm
Check www.cityofmlt.com for more info

Rotary Hispanic Center
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5-8pm
New Beginnings Church
22222 58th Avenue W.

