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City Receives 2016
Playful City USA Award

Mountlake Terrace was honored with a 2016 Playful City USA
designation for the fourth time. Celebrating its 10th anniversary,
the national recognition program honors cities and towns across the
country for making their cities more playable.
Mountlake Terrace is proud to offer current and future playful spaces.
Mountlake Terrace has 269 acres of parks and open spaces and recently
completed the Ballinger Park Master Plan. The city’s efforts to secure
state and federal funding to implement the Ballinger Park Master Plan
will improve playability for everyone including kids and seniors.
“It’s a great honor for the City of Mountlake Terrace to receive this
designation for the fourth year in a row,” stated Recreation and Parks
Director Jeff Betz. “This shows that the city and our residents continue
to support play and the city ensures that “play” is included in its plans
for the future.”
Communities across the country are creating innovative ways to
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bring back play and attract residents through family friendly activities.
Interactive sidewalk art, designated play spaces on trails and the
transformation of schoolyards into active play areas are just a few
examples of how cities are becoming more playful.
“We are thrilled to recognize these communities that have invested
their time and efforts to put kids first,” said KaBOOM! CEO James
Siegal. “Balanced and active play is crucial to the well-being of kids and the
communities that they thrive in. By integrating play into cities, the leaders
of Playful Cities USA are working to attract and retain the thousands of
families that want homes in close proximity to safe places to play.”
To learn more about our city’s parks and open spaces, visit www.mltrec.
com. To view the full list of the 257 communities named 2016 Playful
City USA honorees or to gather more information on the Playful City
USA program, visit www.playfulcityusa.org. We also encourage you to
take part in the conversation with #playability on Twitter and Facebook.
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38th Annual Arts of the Terrace

If you haven’t attended Arts of the Terrace,
one of the major juried art shows in the Pacific
Northwest, you’ve missed a tremendous show.
Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts
Commission and the Friends of the Arts, this
show takes place September 24 - October 9 at
the Mountlake Terrace Library, 23300 58th
Avenue West.
Categories include paintings, prints, drawings, miniatures, calligraphy, 3-Dimensional
and Artisan works. This year’s jurors are Pam
Ingalls for Paintings, Prints, Drawings, and
Miniatures; Larry McDaniel for Photography;
and Lance Dooley for 3-Dimensional and
Artisan works.
Prizes include over $4,000 in cash awards
and art merchandise. Entry deadline is
August 30, 2016. Check the events page
on www.cityofmlt.com for show hours or call
(425) 771-7068 for more information.

This year’s “Best of Show,” sponsored by the McMahan License Agency, was
presented to Ellen Grove for a watercolor entitled “Mahal.”

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Main Street Revitalization Project
Based on discussions and comments received
at a community open house, the city is working
with design consultant KPG to ensure that
design improvements provide smooth flow
of traffic, offer multiple modes of transportation through the Town Center, and maximize
on-street parking opportunities. The city has
phased the project and design and right-ofway acquisition will be completed with 236th
Street as Phase 1 and 56th Avenue improvements as Phase 2. Universal Field Services has
begun contacting property owners on behalf
of the city to acquire the associated right-ofway and easements necessary to construct the
project. Design and right-of-way acquisition is
anticipated to be complete later this year with
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the intent of constructing Phase 1 in 2017 if
adequate grant funding is awarded to the city.

weather dependent. Expect minor traffic delays
and one lane closure throughout construction.

44th/224th/45th Water Main, Sanitary
Sewer, and Storm Drain Improvements

Lakeview Drive Overlay

The project upgrades and replaces aging and
undersized water, sewer and storm facilities
for increased fire flow and capacity for current
and future usage. Affected roadways include
44th Avenue W between 228th Street and
223rd Streets SW; 224th Street SW between
44th Avenue W and 45th Place; 45th Place
W between 224th Street and 223rd Street
SW, 58th Avenue W between 236th Street
and 234th Streets SW; and Lakeview Drive at
Ballinger Estates. The project began July 5 and
is anticipated to be complete in December,
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The city, through the Snohomish County
Overlay Program, commenced a pavement
repair and overlay project along Lakeview Drive
between Andorra Estates and 64th Avenue W.
The project is intended to lengthen the life
of Lakeview Drive as the roadway is in poor
condition. Work includes pavement repair
areas, minor storm drainage improvements,
ADA ramp improvements and pavement
markings. Funding for the project was awarded
to the city through an Arterial Preservation
Program grant offered by the Washington State
Transportation Improvement Board.
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City Appreciates Its Scouts

Council Highlights
July
• Adopted Ordinance Repealing Creation of
Library Board
• Reviewed Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Projects
• Reviewed 2016-2018 City Council Goals and Workplan
• Presentation by Edmonds School District on Mountlake
Terrace Elementary Project
• Reviewed Critical Areas Ordinance
• Discussed Transition of the Transportation Benefit
District Board to the City

June
• Reviewed 2017-2018 Biennial Budget Schedule
• Discussed Terms and Conditions of Proposed City
Manager Employment Agreement

Bicentennial Park
Trail Expanded

• Awarded Contract for 224th and 44th Water,
Sewer, Storm Project
• Appointed Board and Commission Members
• Appointed 2016 Lodging Tax Advisory Committee

Thanks to Girl Scout Troop #43752 that has volunteered many hours at
Bicentennial Park since 2015. Last year, the girls raised funds and installed a
bench and bird houses at Matt Hirvela\Bicentennial Park (4105 222nd Street
SW). This Troop also installed and maintains a free library near the gazebo at
the front of the park.
This year, the Troop fundraised and completed work to extend a gravel trail
at Bicentennial Park. They hope to eventually encircle the entire park and are
working with various Eagle Scout candidates to keep the project moving forward.
Troop Leader Brandy LeBlanc worked with the city to apply for a Snohomish
County Park Projects grant that was awarded for $5,000 to begin the process of
paving the pathway.

• Public Hearing and Adopted Marijuana
Regulations Ordinances

Firefighters Memorial
Park Improvements Made

• Reviewed Library Board Ordinance

• Adopted Resolution Approving the City Manager
Employment Agreement
• Special Meeting to Tour Other Town Centers
• Sound Transit Update
• First Quarter Financial Report and
Performance Measures
• Town Center Design Standards Work Plan
• Discussed Reductions if Levy Does Not Pass

Other troops have been busy making
improvements in Mountlake Terrace this year
too! Seven Girl Scouts from Troop #43866
volunteered in mid-June to spruce up the
monument area at Firefighters Memorial Park,
3900 228th Street SW. Troop Leader Elliot
Gustavson worked with his Troop to remove
dead and decayed plant material, clean the
monument, and add beauty bark.
Over the summer, the Troop will research
which plants will succeed in that location,
fundraise to purchase the plants, and replant
the area this fall.
Congratulations to these troops and all of
the volunteers for your hard work to improve
our community!
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Premera Blue Cross Provides
20 Years of Support

Light Rail Project Update
Sound Transit provided an update to the City Council
back in June on the Lynnwood Link Extension Project
that will build four new light rail stations from Northgate
to Lynnwood. One of those four stations will be located
in Mountlake Terrace at 236th Street and I-5. With this
extension, light rail passengers will be provided with
frequent, reliable service between south Snohomish County
and the University of Washington, downtown Seattle,
the Eastside, the airport and more. The project will help
alleviate some of the worst traffic congestion in our state.
Open House design meetings for Mountlake Terrace
Transit Center and Lynnwood Transit Center Station will
likely occur in the 4th quarter of this year, so watch for Sound
Transit announcements. You can sign up for information
updates at www.soundtransit.org/Lynnwoodextension to stay
informed about the Lynnwood Link Extension Project.
The briefing noted that Lynnwood Link Extension
construction is scheduled to begin in 2018 with testing and
pre-operations happening in 2022 and service anticipated to
start in 2023.
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The City of Mountlake Terrace would like to
recognize our largest employer, Premera Blue
Cross, for its generosity and long-term support
of our award-winning National Night Out
Against Crime event. At the August 1 City
Council meeting, the Council will adopt a
Proclamation in honor of Premera’s support of
our community.
Without the financial aid of Premera, this fabulous
event could not be held. The city appreciates the many businesses
who donate items and equipment for this event, and the public may
not be aware that Premera has donated the budget that provides
entertainment and the food and supplies that are not sponsored by the
business community.
The first National Night Out in Mountlake Terrace was held in 1997.
Each year, the event has grown in popularity and has drawn over 1,500
people from our community and the secret is out with neighbors from
nearby cities as well.
“We can’t thank Premera enough for their support of our community,” stated Mayor Jerry Smith. “National Night Out is a family friendly
event where neighbors get to know their neighbors and their city and
Premera’s assistance helps unite our community.”
“National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign
that promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood
camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, better places to live,”
according to their website. The event is held across the country each year
on the first Tuesday night in August. Our event will begin at 6:00 p.m.
at Evergreen Playfield located at 22205 56th Avenue West. We hope to
see you there and please take a moment to thank our local sponsors!

Members of the Ci
ty Council welcom
e Crema de la Crem
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Keep Moving in Mountlake Terrace

Levy Lid Lift Measure Will Shape Next Budget
Voters had the opportunity to weigh in on the levy lid
lift. The results of the election will map a course for the
next biennium as an approved levy will provide funding for
Interim City Hall rent and Recreation and Parks.
If approved, the ballot measure would add 44¢ per $1,000
of assessed valuation to your property taxes for four years,
after which it would drop to 25¢. Of that amount, 19¢
would pay for rent of Interim City Hall, and 25¢ would pay
for Recreation and Parks costs. The Interim City Hall rent
portion (19¢) would go away after four years, during which
time the community can plan, design, approve and fund a
new City Hall. The remaining 25¢ would remain in place in
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the future to provide a dedicated funding source for Recreation and Parks.
If the levy or the Snohomish County property tax measure fails, the city will
need to adjust expenditures by about $450,000 to match existing revenues in order
to pay for rent. Adjusting expenditures will likely reduce or eliminate programs,
operations and services until a funding stream is found to continue to rent or
construct a new City Hall.
In either scenario, the City Council will know the results in preparation for
review and adoption of the 2017-18 Biennial Budget this fall.
Voters were asked to fund a permanent City Hall in three separate proposals
between 2010 and 2013. Although there was majority support in the last two
measures (when the cost and scale were reduced), they did not reach the 60%
approval required for a capital bond measure.
Meanwhile, renting an Interim City Hall has put a huge financial strain on the
city’s General Fund with over $3 million spent on rent from 2009 through June
of this year. Since 2008, when the Recession began, the city has reduced staffing
by 18% to pay for Interim City Hall rent and continue providing core services. In
2014 and 2015, no new ongoing revenues were identified and the city spent its
General Fund balance to maintain services and pay rent. To avoid cuts in 2017 and
beyond, the city is seeking voter approval of the 44¢ levy.
The City Council will review the proposed 2017-18 Biennial Budget in October
and the public can provide input at the November 7 public hearing.
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Scott Hugill Selected to
Lead as City Manager

Successful July 3 Event

The new Lakeview Trail was heavily travelled for the July 3 event!

Mountlake Terrace City Manager Scott Hugill
took the oath of office from City Attorney Greg
Schrag on June 6.

The 8th appointed City Manager in the City of
Mountlake Terrace’s 61-year history, Scott Hugill was
selected by the City Council at their May 16 meeting
and took the ceremonial oath of office on June 6.
Hugill is no stranger to city management nor to
the City of Mountlake Terrace. He served as Interim
City Manager following the tenures of former City
Managers Connie Fessler, John Caulfield and Arlene
Fisher and has worked for the City of Mountlake
Terrace since 2004 when he was hired as Administrative Services Director. Hugill has also served as
Assistant City Manager in Mountlake Terrace for
several years leading the Administrative Services Department that includes Finance, Human Resources, and
Information Technology.
Prior to arriving in Mountlake Terrace, Hugill was the
City Administrator for the City of Leavenworth, WA for
over six years. He has a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Political Science from Western Washington University,
and a Master of Public Administration Degree from
Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA.
“With Scott at the helm, we were able to hit the
ground running to address our critical financial issues
including the proposed property tax levy lid lift, developing the 2017-18 Biennial Budget, and implementing
economic development strategies,” stated City Clerk/
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “Since
he’s already familiar with our city and we didn’t have to
wait to bring him on board, we have made great strides
in preparing our budget and addressing concerns.”
Hugill stated, “I view my role as helping achieve the
community’s vision by working with the City Council,
department directors and regional leaders to enhance
what we do for Mountlake Terrace.”
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The July 3 Fireworks Celebration was a big success as sponsors secured by the
Cheeseburger Babies Foundation paid for fireworks, entertainment, promotion and
police overtime. The group applied for a special events permit and the City Council
approved an agreement for them to provide fireworks for our community. Held for the
first time at Ballinger Park, thousands of visitors packed the park, beach, playfield and
parking lot and utilized Lakeview Trail and the Transit Center to access several great
viewing sites. Thanks to everyone who came together to make this event successful!

State Law Changes Affect
Marijuana Regulations
At their June 20 City Council meeting, the Council considered two
ordinances related to the regulation of medical and recreational marijuana.
The actions were in response to changes in state law that consolidate medical
and recreational marijuana under a common set of rules.
One ordinance repealed Chapter 19.145 MTMC, Medical Cannabis
Collective Gardens. Collective gardens are often operated and known as
dispensaries. Effective July 1, 2016, the State of Washington ceased operations
of all dispensaries so the city code was repealed to comply with the new state law.
The second ordinance dealt with marijuana businesses – both medical
and recreational, retail and non-retail (producers, processors, distributors).
The adopted ordinance banned cooperatives, a new form of growing medical
marijuana, which would only be permitted in a residential dwelling under
state law. The ban is for public health and welfare reasons including protecting
residential uses and neighborhoods.
After lengthy deliberation and consideration of a significant amount of
public input, the Council determined the number of marijuana retailers
(stores) to allow in the city could be increased from one to two in line with
a position of the state. (Note that allocations in many other jurisdictions in
the state were also increased to absorb some of the displaced dispensaries.)
Therefore, as of July 1, the city accepted applications for business licenses to
open a second marijuana store.
For questions about the city’s marijuana regulations, contact Senior Planner
Edith Duttlinger at (425) 744-6279 or eduttlinger@ci.mlt.wa.us.
More information is available at www.cityofmlt.com. Find reports, maps and
audio of meetings held by the Planning Commission and City Council under
the Quick Link menu, “City Council Meetings,” then find the link under
“Listen to Meetings Online.”
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Back to School Safety

As the end of summer nears, it is important to remind our community
about school safety and being extra careful out on our roads.
First and foremost, we ask that drivers please watch for pedestrians and
bicyclists at all times. Be patient and attentive and obey speed limits. It is
very important to watch for children especially around school zones. Never
pass vehicles stopped at a crosswalk. They are stopped to allow pedestrians
to cross the street.
Parents, plan your child’s route to school or the bus stop ahead of
time and walk with them to practice before school starts. Select a direct
route with minimal street crossings. Whether they walk, bike or ride
the bus, teach your children to obey traffic signals, signs, and traffic
officers. Make sure your kids can be seen by ensuring they wear bright/
light colors and/or reflective materials. Always walk on a sidewalk or
walk facing traffic. Teach kids to try to make eye contact with drivers
and never to assume vehicles will stop. In addition, teach them to obey
traffic signals and use push buttons for WALK/DON’T WALK signs.
Bicyclists, please follow the “Rules of The Road” and ride with traffic.
Ride in a straight line and not in and out of traffic, and use hand signals
when turning or stopping. And don’t forget to wear your helmet!
Speaking of the “Rules of The Road,” have you read them lately?
It’s up to each driver to stay informed about the “Rules of the Road.”

How long has it been since you’ve read the Driver Guide? When
our patrol officers make a traffic stop and explain why they stopped
someone, they frequently hear “I didn’t know that.” Please review the
Rules of the Road online at www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/guide.html.
The city works hard to help make the community safer. We now
have eight crosswalks with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons
(RRFBs). The first ones were installed by Premera on 216th Street SW
by 68th Avenue W. The city installed two additional RRFBs this year
with funding from a Traffic Safety grant. RRFBs were also installed at
two crosswalks as part of the Lakeview Trail project (pictured above).
Pedestrians need to push the button to activate these lights and you still
need to watch for cars to stop before crossing.
The city has School Zone Flashing Beacons by two of our elementary
schools with signs stating the speed limit is 20 mph when the lights are
flashing. Our other schools have a 20 mph speed limit when children
are present. Usually this means slowing from 25 mph to 20 mph, but
in front of Mountlake Terrace High School, it requires slowing from
30 mph to 20 mph. This is a significant change in speed, but very
important and only for short times during the day.
Whether you are walking, driving, or peddling, please do your part
to keep Mountlake Terrace a safe community!

City’s Childcare Program Receives Grant
The city’s Jr. Kids Krew
Program was awarded a grant
from the Early Achievers
Program by the University of
Washington’s Early Learning
Department. The Program
was rated by the State Department of Early Learning and
was moved up in the ranking
system. Congratulations to
the Recreation Pavilion staff
for continuing to provide high
quality childcare education
programs for our community!
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Please Volunteer for
National Day of Service

BUIlDINg PERmITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS lICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY mANAgER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEmENT
(425) 744-6254
ENgINEERINg
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS lINE
(425) 551-1200
lIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161 Ext. 7
PET lICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PlANNINg
(425) 744-6207
POlICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBlIC WORkS
(425) 670-8264
PAvIlION & POOl
(425) 776-9173
RECYClINg & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET lIghTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICkET/vIOlATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTIlITY BIllINg
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, mEDICAl AND
POlICE EmERgENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

On Saturday, September 17, join your friends
and neighbors for a fall park clean up that
coincides with the National Day of Service
in remembrance of September 11. This event
encourages residents to engage in charitable
service as a tribute to the 9/11 victims, survivors,
and those who rose up in service in response to
the attacks.
“Our great volunteerism is one of the defining characteristics of Mountlake Terrace,” stated
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen.

Volunteers should bring gardening gloves and
hand tools if possible and meet at Ballinger
Park Clubhouse (23000 Lakeview Drive) at
9:00 a.m. Groups should register with Parks
and Facilities Superintendent Ken Courtmanch
at (425) 776-1811 in advance so assignments
can be planned accordingly. Please come and
join this community cleanup effort – rain
or shine.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
August 10, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Planning Commission

WEDNESDAY
September 7, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

WEDNESDAY
October 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Second and fourth
Mondays at 7 p.m. at
the interim City Hall

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

