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Snohomish County Councilmember Terry Ryan (center holding check) presented a $100,000 check to the City Council at a meeting in February.

City Receives $100,000 for Ballinger Park
The Mountlake Terrace City Council recognized Snohomish County
Councilmember Terry Ryan for his assistance in obtaining $100,000
of funding for Ballinger Park. The funds, which are provided in the
2017 Snohomish County Capital Improvement Program budget, can
be applied toward dock, pedestrian and infrastructure improvements
at Lake Ballinger.
Councilmember Terry Ryan said, “I enjoy coming to Mountlake
Terrace. The sense of community here is wonderful.” He added that
other recent Snohomish County partnerships with Mountlake Terrace
include: a Conservation Futures Grant for $270,000 for expansion of
Terrace Creek Park, a grant for the city and Girl Scouts to build a trail in
Bicentennial Park, a grant for the Arts of the Terrace Juried Art Show, and
a letter of recommendation to Community Transit for a Senior Center
van. Councilmember Ryan also helped the city and MTYAA obtain a
grant for soccer goals at Ballinger Playfield. He added, “They won’t
recognize how the goals got there, but it brings a lot of joy to the kids.”
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In February, the City Council met with State Legislators in Olympia
regarding a State Legislature Capital Request for 2017 that could
potentially include additional east side asphalt and gravel trails,
a hardened edge at the lake, shore armoring at the boat dock, new
playground, shelter, swings, seating boulders, stone bands, discovery
pads, and picnic facilities.
The city is also working with the Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek
Watershed Forum and U.S. Representative Rick Larsen to seek federal
funding from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for habitat restoration
and water quality improvements.
“The City Council is working hard with state and federal legislators
to obtain funding to implement the Ballinger Park Master Plan,”
said Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “Our thanks to
Councilmember Terry Ryan and Snohomish County for helping us get
the ball rolling on this multi-phase plan.”
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The fishing pier recently received a facelift.

Ballinger Park Repairs
and Improvements
Have you noticed changes at Ballinger Park recently? The
city continues to pursue improvements that were approved in
September 2015 as part of the Ballinger Park Master Plan.
City parks staff removed the fence that separated the boat
launch and the old golf course portion of the park in February.
The site was analyzed to simplify maintenance and ensure an even
flow from the two areas of the park. The underbrush that was
along the fence line is being cleaned up and removed this spring
for a better transition between the two areas.
Maintenance was also performed on the fishing pier that was
constructed with grant funds in the late 1970’s. The “T” portion
of the fishing pier had deteriorating piles so it was removed
and boards on the rest of the pier were replaced along with the
support beams.
The city has been pursuing numerous grants to construct a new
fishing pier, replace the aging restrooms, build a new boat dock,
repair the boat launch and add a walking path from the Senior
Center to the boat launch as well as environmental improvements
throughout the park. (See more information in Ballinger Park
Funding article, Page 1.)
You can help with Ballinger Park improvements by participating
in our Earth Day clean up on Saturday, April 22. (See more
information in article on Page 6.)
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Mayor Smith and members of the Council met with Rep. Derek Stanford
and other state legislators to seek funding for Ballinger Park.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
44th/224th/45th Water Main, Sanitary Sewer, and Storm
Drain Improvements
Thank you for your patience during construction to upgrade and replace
aging and undersized water, sewer and storm facilities for increased fire flow
and capacity for current and future usage. This project is now complete.

60th Avenue & 228th Street Sidewalk
The project, partially funded through a Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), constructed curb/gutter, planter strip and sidewalk
along north side of 228th Street SW from existing sidewalk west to 60th
Avenue W, and north along the east side of 60th Avenue W to existing
sidewalk. The CDBG program provides funding of projects that encourage
the development of viable urban communities in low to moderate income
urban areas.
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No Foolin! Pool Fun
and Prizes at Pavilion

April Pools Day is a free state-wide water safety and drowning prevention event
that will be held Saturday, April 15. This fabulous event includes a safety and
information fair in the lobby from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and fun pool activities
from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Mountlake Terrace Recreation and our co-sponsor Edmonds Family Medicine (EFM) will team up to provide you and your family with information on
water safety and life jacket use. To receive a free pass for a Recreation Swim at
Mountlake Terrace pool from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m., participants must complete the
water stations in the pool from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
There will be a raffle for a set of swim lessons (sponsored by EFM), life jacket
and other prizes. To win a raffle prize, you must complete the water safety stations
and be present at the drawing at 6:00 p.m.

Natural Yard Care Tips

Natural yard care techniques will grow healthy, beautiful, and easy-to-care-for
yards and gardens that are safer for your family, pets, and the environment.
Start by building healthy soil with compost and mulch and your soil - and your
garden - will be healthier, while reducing your water bill, improving water quality
in our streams, and transforming your yard into a lower maintenance garden.
Reduce maintenance in your garden by selecting pest and disease-resistant
plant varieties that will thrive in your yard’s unique conditions (sun, shade,
moisture, use).
Did you know that watering too much or too little is the cause of many
common plant problems in our area? You can have healthier plants, save money
on water bills, reduce runoff, and conserve precious water by learning to give your
lawn and garden just what they need, and no more.
Think before using pesticides. There are free local resources to determine
garden problems and the least toxic options when controls are needed. These
guides offer resources and steps to natural pest, weed and disease control. You
can avoid costly and harmful pesticides and have a healthier, easier to care for
yard. Did you know that rain washes pesticides and fertilizers off lawns and
gardens into nearby storm drains and local waterways.
Visit Snohomish County’s website at snohomishcountywa.gov/1097/NaturalYard-Care and download the “Natural Yard Care Guide” to learn how to put
these steps into practice. This guide provides a handy calendar for you to follow
each season.
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Council Highlights

February

• Approved 2016-2018 Teamsters Local 763
Labor Agreement
• Reviewed 3rd of July Event
• Introduced Comprehensive Plan Amendment Process
• Discussed Amended Low Impact Development (LID) Code
• Recognized Snohomish County Councilmember Terry
Ryan for Snohomish County Funding for Ballinger Park
• Adopted Resolution Authorizing Delegation of
Signature Authority to Legally Bind the Agency
for Requesting Federal Grant Reimbursement
• Approved Surplus Public Works Vehicle
• Approved 2016-2018 Collective Bargaining
Agreement with the Mountlake Terrace Police Guild
• Reviewed Planning Commission’s 2016
Accomplishments and 2017 Work Program
• Reviewed 2016 Comprehensive Plan
Performance Measures
• Discussed Telephonic Public Comment Policy
• Recognition of Police Commander Mike Haynes
• Reviewed and Adopted Lodging Tax Advisory
Committee 2017 Funding Recommendation
• Reviewed and Adopted Commute Trip Reduction
Plan and Ordinance
• Reviewed and Awarded Contract for City Hall
Architectural Services
• 2016 Year End Police Department Report

March
• Reviewed Arts Commission’s 2016
Accomplishments and 2017 Work Program
• Reviewed Recreation and Park Advisory Commission’s
2016 Accomplishments and 2017 Work Program
• Reviewed and Approved 2017 Tour de Terrace
Funding Agreement
• Reviewed and Approved Professional Services
Agreement with Inslee Best for Services Relating to
Property and Right-of-Way Acquisition
• Approved 2016 Transportation Benefit District Board
Annual Report
• Alliance for Housing Affordability (AHA) 2018 Budget
and Work Plan
• Reviewed Ordinance(s) Regarding Condemnation
for Main Street Right-of-Way
• Development Activities Update
• Discussed Proceeds of Health District Rucker Building
• Public Hearing and Adopted Ordinance(s) Regarding
Condemnation for Main Street Right-of-Way
• Reviewed Comprehensive Plan Amendments Study List
• 2016 Year End (Fourth Quarter) Financial Report and
Performance Measures
• Reviewed Performance Measures Criteria
• Reviewed Low Impact Development (LID) Ordinance
• Fire District 1 Update
• Discussed Town Center Vision
• Discussed Economic Development
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Evergreen Awards Nominations Now Open
Help Us Find The Hidden Gems

Is there a picture perfect home that stands out in your neighborhood?
Maybe it’s YOUR property or a business you visit. The city needs your
assistance to find and nominate those properties that make you proud
to live or do business in Mountlake Terrace. Some of our loveliest
homes are hidden gems discovered by residents who take time to send
us a quick email or call to submit a nomination.
This year will be our 8th Evergreen Awards program. This program
has succeeded in building community pride, enhancing our city’s
image, and promoting conservation. It was established in 2009 to
recognize property owners who take great care of their properties.
There are five categories of awards: Best Maintained Residence, Best
Maintained Business, Best Maintained Multifamily Property, Most
Sustainable Property, and Best Transformation. Nominees are judged
against properties within the same neighborhood.
Best Maintained Awards reflect the efforts of the owners or occupants
whose high standards for building and yard maintenance contribute to
the character of our neighborhoods and city.
Transformation Awards recognize neglected properties renovated to
become assets to the community. Help us find those homes or businesses
that have made significant improvements, especially over the past year.
The Sustainable Award honors property owners who best utilize green
features such as solar heating, natural cooling and native landscaping
to help protect and preserve the environment. If you have a sustainable

home and/or landscaping, nominate yourself and tell us about it. We
may need to make an appointment to come and take photos of your
sustainable features.
Nominations forms, available online at www.cityofmlt.com and at city
facilities, will be accepted through Saturday, May 27, 2017. Or just send
an email to cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us with the address, category, and reason
for nominating the property. Anyone can submit a nomination and you
may nominate your own home or business. Properties being marketed
for sale are not eligible. We will photograph properties for judging and
for a presentation at the awards ceremony that takes place in September.
If there are backyard or indoor features we should photo, please let
us know so we can talk to the property owner and get permission to
photograph there. For more information, check our website or contact
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen at (425) 744-6206 or
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us.

Comprehensive Plan Update Process
Mountlake Terrace is preparing its annual update to
the citywide Comprehensive Plan. The plan is a 20-year
vision that promotes community livability and vitality
for the long-term. It includes goals and policies, and
a land use map that indicates where land use districts
(such as single family, community business, or industrial areas) are located throughout the city. The 2017
amendment process is a minor update.
The 2017 update is planned to be completed by the
end of June 2017. Public hearings on any Comprehensive Plan amendments are tentatively scheduled for
May 22 for the Planning Commission and June 5 for
the City Council.
A community open house was held on the 2017
Comprehensive Plan amendment process in
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February Open House

late February and about 25 people attended the open
house to learn about the amendment process and hear
what suggestions and ideas have been proposed. Maps
and information boards were on display and Senior
Planner Edith Duttlinger gave a presentation and answered questions from the audience.
The purpose of considering amendments to the citywide Comprehensive Plan is to ensure the plan reflects
appropriate goals and policies for the community and
is consistent with state laws. Proposed amendments
may address changes to the Comprehensive Plan Map
or to specific policies in the plan and subarea plans.
Public participation and input is important and welcome. Please check public hearing dates with the City
Clerk’s Office at (425) 744-6206.
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Please Leash and Pick Up After Your Pets
Residents and visitors are reminded that
being a responsible pet owner is more than
just providing food, water and shelter. It
is licensing pets, obeying local ordinances,
observing leash requirements, and ensuring
pets are properly spayed or neutered and
vaccinated. It is also important to obedience
train and socialize pets, and include them as
part of the family.
Be mindful that as you walk your dog in
environmentally sensitive areas such as Ballinger
Park, that you keep them on a leash and under
control at all times. The fine for a dog running
at large is $200 per dog for the first three
offenses. The fourth is a criminal misdemeanor
charge. It is a privilege for dog owners to be able
to enjoy these areas. Often, if too many people
break the rules, dogs are banned from these
areas. The only city park where dogs are allowed
to run off leash is the designated Off Leash Dog
Park located behind the Recreation Pavilion at
5303 228th Street SW.
Another important responsibility is to

scoop up after pets. When it rains, pet waste
left on lawns, beaches, trails and sidewalks
washes into storm drains. This untreated
sewage and the disease carrying organisms it
contains end up flowing directly into lakes,
streams and Puget Sound where it can harm
human health and the environment. Pet waste
decays in the water, depleting oxygen levels
and releasing ammonia, which is harmful to
fish and other aquatic life. It also contains
nutrients that promote weed and algae growth
and can burn and discolor lawns. Picking up
pet waste is also the law.
To pick up pet waste simply put a hand
inside an empty bag, grab the waste, turn the
bag inside out and tie it. Then dispose of it
properly by placing it in the trash. Pets make
great companions; they encourage owners to
exercise, which can lower blood pressure and
increase fitness levels. Pet owners owe it to their
dedicated and loyal friends to be responsible
and do their part to keep the environment
clean, healthy, and safe for everyone.

City Hall Advisory Committee Update
Join Us – We Value Your Input

The City Hall Advisory Committee has been meeting since early be discussed and different concepts will be brought forward with
January and in late February, ARC Architects of Seattle was selected community input.
In addition to the neighborhood chats that began in March, the City
to assist with the project. Key goals for the committee are to develop a
cost-effective project, at an affordable price, while gathering community Hall Advisory Committee members scheduled four large community
meetings with the project architects to take place in four different
input throughout the project from beginning to end.
After touring Interim City Hall and the Police Station, the City Hall neighborhoods. The first community meeting was just held on March
Advisory Committee has developed a community outreach program 28 at Ballinger Clubhouse.
More neighborhood meetings will be scheduled and posted on our
and wants your input about the project. They are holding neighborhood
chats to learn people’s thoughts about the project and incorporate your Facebook page (City of Mountlake Terrace Government), Twitter
input into a recommendation for the City Council.
(CityofMLT) and webpage, www.cityofmlt.com/1899. An online
While the citizen committee reaches out to the community, the comment form is available as well so please provide your input!
A final recommendation on space needs and cost estimate will be
architects have been meeting with city staff to determine how much space
is needed in the new building now and projected out into the future. presented to the City Council in June. If accepted, a capital bond
Those results will be brought back to the committee in April so they can measure may be placed on the ballot in November. Once funding is
discuss and prioritize needs. Once the size of City Hall is determined, secured, we would proceed with final design of the project.
further discussion will
take place about where to
Community Meetings:
Neighborhood Meetings:
April 20, 6:00 p.m............MLT Library
site the building to make
April 12, 6:00-7:00 p.m...................Coffee with the City, Pavilion
May 10, 6:00 p.m.............Cedar Way Elementary
April 15, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.........April Pools Day, Pavilion
the best use of the space
June 5, 6:00 p.m...............Interim City Hall
May
17,
6:00-7:00
p.m..
.
..................Coffee
with
the
City,
Pavilion
and a preliminary layout
will be developed. Cost
Project Timeline:
estimating is the final step
February – June 2017.......................Space Planning, Preliminary Layout, Cost Estimate
June – August 2017..........................Develop Ballot Measure, Pro/Con Statement Committees
before a recommendation
August – Nov. 2017..........................Public Education on the Measure
is made. During this
2018-2019........................................Final Design if Funding is Secured
process, the vision will
2019-2020........................................Project Construction
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Earth Day Cleanup –
Join us on April 22
Mark Your Calendars!

In honor of Earth Day, please join our community
effort to beautify Ballinger Park at our Earth Day
Volunteer Cleanup on Saturday, April 22, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. With your help, we can work together
to maintain Ballinger Park and seek funding to
implement the Ballinger Park Master Plan.
Individuals and families are encouraged to
attend our Earth Day Cleanup and groups are very
much welcome! If you have a group who would like
to participate, please contact Parks and Property
Management Superintendent Ken Courtmanch at
(425) 776-1811 to register in advance. All interested
volunteers should meet at 9 a.m. on April 22 at
Ballinger Clubhouse, 23000 Lakeview Drive, for a
brief meeting and warm up with coffee.
Common activities include pruning, trash
removal, and raking. Ballinger Park can be very wet,
so please wear boots if possible and we encourage
you to bring work gloves. If you’re able to bring
along rakes and non-electric pruning tools, it will
help our effort so we have enough to go around.
Following the work party, the City Council will
host a lunch in appreciation of your volunteer
service. Please come and help make Mountlake
Terrace shine!

City Seeks Sponsors for National Night Out
Would you like to be a part of the city’s national award winning National Night Out
Against Crime event? The city is seeking sponsors for this year’s National Night Out,
a crime, drug and violence prevention program by the National Association of Town
Watch that is held annually on the first Tuesday night in August.
The Mountlake Terrace National Night Out event draws between 1,000 and 1,500
local residents each year at Evergreen Playfield and we have numerous local businesses
and civic organizations who provide information and giveaways.
Premera Blue Cross, the city’s largest employer, has been the city’s main sponsor of
this event for 20 years. However, we are still in need of other local business donations to
cover the costs of the free food and entertainment provided for the community.
If you’re not familiar with National Night Out, it features fun events as well as public
safety oriented activities. A Police K-9 exhibition is a crowd favorite and Seattle Tae
Kwon Do (in Mountlake Terrace) provides a highflying, board breaking self-defense
demonstration. Water walking balls, caricature artist and music are featured each year
along with other roving entertainers like jugglers, magicians and stilt walkers.
Most of the funds cover the cost of the free hot dogs, condiments, chips, water and
soft drinks, cotton candy, popcorn and supplies. We recognize our business donations
on public announcements and signage as well as city website and social media.
If you would like to donate to our August 1 event, please contact Community Relations
Director, Virginia Olsen, at (425) 744-6206 or volsen@ci.mlt.wa.us. We appreciate your support!
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Summer is just around the corner! Splash
into summer with Mountlake Terrace Recreation. Summer camp registration opened
on March 6 and a variety of summer camp
options may still be available to fit your interests and needs.
Full day camps and care are for children
ages 3-13. Full day camps include field

trips and entertainment from professional
organizations. Each week has a theme that is
matched to crafts, games and activities.
Aqua Kid camps follow a theme as well and
include swimming every day. The last day of
the camp meets at Lake Ballinger for canoeing
and a barbecue. Dance camps are offered
for all ages and focus on ballet, hip-hop, or

creative dance.
Tennis camps are taught by a professional
tennis instructor. Other camps include
Skyhawks sports, Mountlake Terrace High
School Basketball camp, tennis team, and
Marlins swim team. For more information
about summer camps and programs visit
www.mltrec.com/summer or call (425) 776-9173.

Help Protect Our Pipes: What should not go into our sewer system
The city’s sewer system, as with the water and storm systems,
is actually YOUR system. Your utility rates pay for these systems to
function properly. Over the past several months, our Public Works
crews have had to work on sewer pipes and pumps much more often
because of foreign objects finding their way into the system.
You probably don’t think about the sewer system because it’s one of
those things we all take for granted – that is, until it doesn’t work well.
Harming the sewer system by flushing items like rags, towels, shirts,
pants and other foreign objects is costly to repair. It’s like flushing
money down the drain!
Please be good stewards of your utility systems. Below are some tips
from our Public Works Department to help keep our system working
at its best. By working together we can keep our city’s utility systems
functioning effectively and efficiently for all. If you have any questions,
please call us at (425) 670-8264.
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SEWER TIPS FROM PUBLIC WORKS
1. DO NOT pour grease down any drain or toilet.
2. DO NOT pour toxic/hazardous wastes or chemicals down any drain
or toilet – it is dangerous and can negatively impact the wastewater
treatment plant, which can lead to environmental problems.
3. DO NOT put non-biodegradable products in the toilet, such as latex
or plastic. These objects don’t break down and cause problems with
the pumps at the lift station and treatment plant.
4. DO NOT dispose of any items such as rags, towels, clothing, or baby
wipes down a toilet or other access points to the sewer system.
5. DO NOT flush kitty litter down the drain. It will settle in the pipes
and cause blockages.
6. DO NOT connect roof, basement, or surface water drains to the
sewer system. The extra water from these sources can overload the
sewer collection and treatment system.

7

6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200
PO Box 72
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043

PRESORTED STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAID
CITY OF MOUNTLAKE
TERRACE, WA

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER.

PRINTED WITH SOY BASED INKS.

CityDirectory
ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256
BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY HALL
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161 Ext. 7
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
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AXIS Pharmacy Northwest
Relocates to MLT
Mountlake Terrace is pleased to announce another new business, Axis Pharmacy Northwest!
About 40 guests including AXIS President and CEO Dave Fisher, members of Economic
Alliance of Snohomish County, and city officials attended a ribbon cutting to celebrate the
grand opening of AXIS’ new 9,000 square foot location in Mountlake Terrace earlier this year.
AXIS Pharmacy Northwest is located at 6007 244th Street SW, Suite A2 (next to the Gene
Juarez Academy in Gateway Place). Locally owned, AXIS is a full service pharmacy with longterm care services as its core business and was formerly located in Everett. They are also a
compounding pharmacy employing the art and science of
creating personalized medications. They have a 1,500 square
foot wellness boutique and offer hormone therapy, statewide
delivery, medication disposal, and free state-approved continuing
education to caregivers.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Community Policing
Advisory Board

(Not meeting February – April)

Planning Commission
Second and fourth
Mondays at 7 p.m. at
the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
April 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
May 17, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
June 14, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

