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Council Moves Forward with City Hall Project
and Police Station Expansion
Cost Reduced to $12.5 Million for November Ballot

from several community members,
which helped them arrive at their decision. The City Council stressed the importance of constructing City Hall and
the Police Station expansion at the same
time while keeping the project as affordable as possible for voters. They noted
that doing so ensures public safety needs
are met and saves money in the long run
by not piecemealing the projects.
It took seven weeks of Council discussion and frequent dialogue with community members who have closely followed the project. The Council arrived
at a roughly 18,000 square foot City Hall
after reducing the Committee’s recommendation by over 1,100 square feet
earlier in July. With a draft ordinance
before them on July 20, the Council
made additional amendments to lower
The Council Chambers was filled for the recommendation by the City Hall Advisory Committee. the cost to $12.5 million and ensure the
Following an extensive five-month public process and dedicated work Police Station expansion was included with City Hall as one proposal for
by the City Hall Advisory Committee, the City Council has been busy Civic Campus improvements.
discussing the Committee’s recommendation and next steps to fund
For comparative purposes, the former City Hall at the Civic Center
a new City Hall and Police Station expansion. After six meetings and (232nd Street and 58th Avenue) had 21,043 square feet including the
several rounds of public comment, the Council ultimately adopted an basement. The lease for Interim City Hall totals space of 16,821 square
ordinance on July 20 to place a capital bond measure of $12.5 million feet, which includes a share of the premises such as hallways and reston the November ballot for a City Hall and Police Station expansion. rooms located outside of the Council Chambers and offices.
It is anticipated that City Hall would be approximately 18,000 square
The future City Hall would serve an estimated population of 26,000
feet, while about 3,100 square feet would be added to the Police Station. about 30 years from now. Currently the city’s population is over 21,000
The Advisory Committee had recommended a 19,210 square foot with 24,767 targeted by Snohomish County by 2035 (15 years after conCity Hall estimated at $11.6 million with funding from a 30-year capital struction). A new City Hall is anticipated to last much longer than that.
bond. They also recommended a $1.8 million Police Station expansion
Since levy funding for Interim City Hall rent continues only through
to be on a later ballot contingent upon a City Hall measure passing to 2020, constructing a new City Hall is a priority for the city’s ongoing
ensure the city can stop renting space at over $400,000 per year.
financial stability. This proposal would cost property owners 27¢ per
The Council ultimately decided to reduce the size of City Hall and $1,000 assessed value (AV) per year over 30 years. For the owners of a
combine the two projects on the Civic Campus for the November ballot. $300,000 home, that would be about $81 per year or $6.75 per month.
“If we want to get support from the citizens, from the voters, we have to
Although full design of a new City Hall is not yet determined, the
show that we’re being exceptionally cost-conscious and watching every Committee recommended a preliminary layout as a result of public input
dollar and making every decision based on a recognition of how it is at the community meetings. The Police Station expansion would proaffecting their (our) pocketbooks,” stated Councilmember Bryan Wahl. vide an opportunity to give that building a much needed new facade to
At their July 20 special meeting, the Council took public comment match the new City Hall building and modernize (Continued on Page 5)
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Scouts Spruce Up Bicentennial Park
Residents Work Together For Park Improvements

Snohomish County has awarded a $5,000 grant to the City of Mountlake Terrace and Girl
Scout Troop 43752 to extend and pave the gravel trail at Matt Hirvela Bicentennial Park located
at 4105 222nd Street SW.
The Girl Scout Troop started this service project by spreading the gravel on
the trail and used their cookie sale fundraiser money to pay for it. The city
worked with the Girl Scouts’ Troop Leader, Brandy LeBlanc, to submit an
application for a Small Capital Projects Partnership Grant to continue the

paving phase of the trail project. These grants
are limited to a maximum of $5,000.
Brandy’s husband Greg, who is a Cub Scout
leader, decided to have his Cub Scout Pack
76 help the Girl Scouts to spread the gravel.
The work was completed in early June and the
City Council recognized the Girl Scouts and
Snohomish County at their June 19 meeting.
The paving phase will take place this fall.
Thanks to all the volunteers who have participated in clean up events and scout projects
to continue to improve this park one section
at a time. We will feature this park in an upcoming issue of City Happenings. Stay tuned!

Above: City Council and Girl Scout Troop 43752 holding a check presented by Snohomish County Councilmember Terry Ryan.
Below: Thanks to Girl Scout Troop 43752 and Cub Scout Pack 76 for working to improve Bicentennial Park!

A resident recently asked the city about the antennae on the back of streets signs. The antennae,
also known as automatic water metering infrastructure, are smart water meters the city installed in
2013. All of the water meters in the city have been
replaced with these smart meters, which transmit
consumption information to city offices via radio
waves on a daily basis.
Some key features of the metering systems include:
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1) Two-way communication between meters and
transmitters allowing on demand reading, remote
activation and disconnection and the ability to
make hardware and software upgrades over airwaves; 2) Readings, collected every hour and transmitted once per day, can be reprogrammed to a
five minute interval allowing for precise consumption analysis; 3) Leak detection in the distribution
system or at service location minimizing loss and
preventing property damage; and 4) Tamper alerts
and backflow alert notification.
For more information about automatic water
metering infrastructure, contact our Public Works
Department at (425) 670-8264.
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Crosswalk Safety
Improved Near
High School
A new Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon
(RRFB) is planned for installment at the
intersection of 44th Avenue West and
220th Street SW in the Cedar Terrace
neighborhood by September. The RRFB
includes solar-powered lights that flash below the crosswalk signs along 44th Avenue
West and are activated by a pedestrian
push-button.
The existing crosswalk warning signs
had flashing lights that operated around
the edges when activated, but those lights
no longer work and parts to repair them
are no longer available.
Pedestrians crossing at 44th Avenue West
at 220th Street SW must walk across four
lanes of traffic on one of the busiest arterials
in the city. The intersection is near Mountlake Terrace High School and Cedar Way
Elementary School and is used by students
who walk to and from the two schools.

Entryway sign at 244th & 48th.

Help Us Brighten & Beautify MLT
Who plants the flowers along the library and at city entryways? The Mountlake
Terrace Garden Club! This small but mighty group only has a handful of volunteers remaining after some retirements and people moving out of the community.
If you enjoy the flowers in our city, please consider donating a few hours to
assist our Garden Club plant flowers and/or weed flowerbeds. If you have more
time, the Garden Club often participates in our annual park clean up events.
Your level of participation is up to you!
No long-term commitment is needed. Individuals, families and service groups
are encouraged to volunteer anywhere from one hour a season to ongoing
assistance. Any help you can provide is very much appreciated. Join us in adding
some color and joy to our city! For more information, call Bonnie Mercer
at (206) 910-0406. Thank you!
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Council Highlights

July

• Reviewed and Approved PUD Interlocal Agreement
for Undergrounding of Utilities
• Public Hearing and Adopted Resolution to Approve
Tamblyn Townhomes Fee Simple Unit Lot Subdivision
• Reviewed, Public Hearing and Adopted Reinstate
Tree Preservation Ordinance
• Reviewed 2018-2023 Six-Year Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP)
• Updated on Comprehensive Plan Amendments
• Adopted Ordinance Providing for a Proposition
Authorizing the City to Issue General Obligation
Bonds for the Purpose of Constructing a City Hall
• Appointed Committee Members to Prepare Pro and
Con Statements for Proposition No. 1
• Legislative Update
• Received WRPA Award for Lakeview Trail
• Approved Contract for Recreation Management
Software Services
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2018-2023 Six-Year
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
• First Quarter Financial Report and Performance Measures
• Adopted Resolution Dissolving City Hall Advisory Committee

June
• Reviewed and Approved PUD Switch Vault Agreement
• Reviewed Comprehensive Plan Amendments
• Reviewed Resolution Regarding Property Acquisition
Administrative Settlement Agreements for Main Street
Revitalization Project Phase I
• Discussed City Manager Performance Review Process
• Adopted Resolution Regarding Property Acquisition
Administrative Settlement Agreements for Main Street
Revitalization Project Phase I
• Approved Agreement with Snohomish County for
Bicentennial Park Grant
• Recommendation from City Hall Advisory Committee
• Introduction of MCI Franchise Agreement Ordinance
• Reviewed and Approved Three-Year Extension of
Edmonds School District #15 Mountlake Terrace High
School Multi-Use Field Interlocal Agreement Amendment
• Reviewed Transit Way Agreement and Resolution with
Sound Transit
• Reviewed Building and Fire Code Update Ordinances
• Discussed City Hall Advisory Committee’s Recommendation
• Approved City Council Subcommittee
Recommendation for Board and Commission
Member Appointments
• Recognized Snohomish County for a Small Capital
Projects Partnership Grant for Bicentennial Park Trail
• Presentation by Sound Transit on Light Rail
• Approved Surplus of Fleet Vehicles and Equipment
• Public Hearing and Adopted Building and Fire Code
Update Ordinances
• Adopted MCI/Verizon Franchise Ordinance
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Please Volunteer in Honor of 9/11

National Day of Service & Remembrance Event – September 16
On Saturday, September 16, join
your friends and neighbors for the
city’s park clean up event to coincide
with the “National Day of Service
and Remembrance” of September 11.
This event encourages residents to engage in charitable service as a tribute

to the 9/11 victims, survivors, and those who rose
up in service in response to the attacks.
“What sets apart Mountlake Terrace and makes
it special from other communities is our people,”
stated Community Relations Director Virginia
Olsen. “For decades, our residents have demonstrated a spirit of volunteerism and community
like no other.”

Volunteers should bring gardening gloves and
hand tools if possible, and meet at Ballinger Park
Clubhouse (23000 Lakeview Drive) at 9:00 a.m.
Groups should register with Parks and Facilities
Superintendent Ken Courtmanch at (425) 7761811 in advance so assignments can be planned
accordingly. Please come and join this community
cleanup effort – rain or shine.

City Appreciates
Premera Support
of Events
National Night Out Against
Crime, now beginning its third
decade in Mountlake Terrace,
could not happen without the support of the city’s largest employer,
Premera Blue Cross. This family
friendly event held the first Tuesday in August is supported primarily by a donation from Premera
along with contributions by many
local businesses and organizations
for food, supplies and equipment.
This year, Premera Blue Cross donated $3,500 for National Night
Out so our community can learn
more about living and working in
a safe community!
Premera’s support of National
Night Out is in addition to many
other contributions. Most recently, Premera has donated to the 3rd
of July fireworks event and past donations supported the Mountlake
Terrace Farmers Market, Michelle
Ringler Memorial Recreation
Scholarship Fund, 50th Birthday Celebration, and concerts in
the park.
“Premera Blue Cross has been a
long-time supporter of the people
in this community,” stated Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “We appreciate their
leadership and assistance to promote health, wellness and unity in
Mountlake Terrace.”
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Some of the volunteers who participated in our National Day of Service event in 2016.

Voter Registration Information
Throughout the year the city is often asked
about voter registration and other election related
questions. In Washington State, elections are
conducted by counties and not cities. However,
we can provide general information about some
of the questions we anticipate you may have.
The following information is provided by the
Snohomish County Elections Office.
You may register to vote if you are a U.S. citizen,
18 years of age or older, and a resident of Washington State for at least 30 days. In Washington, a
voter does not register by political party or declare
political party membership in any election.
You may register online or by mail up to 29 days
before the election or in-person at the Snohomish
County Auditor’s Office up to 8 days before the election. Once you are registered, you do not need to register again unless you change your address or name.

You may register online at www.vote.wa.gov or
find mail-in registration forms at libraries, post
offices, and at the Snohomish County Auditor’s
Office. You may also register when you renew
your driver’s license.
If you change your name or move within Snohomish County, you must update your voter registration. Changes made 29 days or more before
an election will take effect immediately. Changes
made closer to Election Day will take effect after the election. Name and signature changes
may be made by completing a voter registration
form and sending the updated information to
Snohomish County Elections. Address changes
may be made by calling Snohomish County Elections at (425) 388-3444 or by sending an email
to elections@snoco.org.
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City Hall Project Continued From Page 1
The largest conference room in the
Police Station was too small for the
committee, staff and audience.

the Civic Center property in our revitalizing downtown. The additional
space for the Police Department would include security improvements
such as a sally port to transport suspects in and out of the building.
Final design would not occur unless the bond measure is approved
by at least 60 percent of voters. If that happens, design would occur in
2018-19 and construction in 2019-2020. In total, there were 10 Advisory
Committee meetings, four community meetings, 12 neighborhood

chats, and six Council meetings as well dozens of online comment
forms submitted. Thanks to everyone who provided input during this
process and helped shape this project!
Updates can be found on the city’s website at www.cityofmlt.com
(search City Hall project), in the City Manager weekly updates (posted
online), and on our social media sites.

Helpful Tips to Make MLT Safer for Pedestrians & Drivers
As September approaches, it’s Back to School
time for our student community. From elementary to high school, many students walk or bike to
school and our community is full of commuters
and walkers too. Over the next few months, the
days will shorten and commute times will have
less daylight. With that in mind, here are some
safety tips for the upcoming season to keep everyone safer.
Slow Down –The city has School Zone Flashing Beacons by two of our elementary schools
with signs stating the speed limit is 20 mph when
the lights are flashing. Our other schools have a
20 mph speed limit when children are present.
Usually this means slowing from 25 mph to 20
mph, but in front of Mountlake Terrace High
School, it requires slowing from 30 mph to 20
mph. This is a significant change in speed, but
very important and only for short times during
the day.
Teen Drivers – The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration shows the number of teen
collisions spike in September during hours just
before and after school. Teen driver collisions are

usually due to the driver’s inexperience or driver
error so parents make sure they have plenty of
practice on their travel route to and from school
before turning them loose on the roads.
Plan for Extra Time – Rushed drivers tend to
make the most mistakes. Leave extra time on your
travel route to plan for stopped busses and crosswalks near schools.
Respect Pedestrian Crossing Zones – Drivers,
please do your part by maintaining a safe distance
when stopped at a crosswalk that is operated by
safety patrol. Pedestrians, drivers, and crossing
guards should make eye contact to ensure maximum safety.
Reduce Distractions – A new law went into
effect on July 23, 2017 that prohibits the use of
handheld devices for composing or reading any
message, picture or data. Photography while driving is also illegal. Drivers also cannot use handheld devices while at a stop sign or red-light.
Previous to this law, texting was already illegal,
as was holding a cellphone to the ear. You can
keep distractions to a minimum by storing your
handheld device out of sight while operating a
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motor vehicle.
Pedestrians – For those walking in our community, please do your part to ensure your safety
and those around you. Wear lightly colored or
reflective clothing at night and brightly colored
clothing during the day. Stay in well-lit areas, especially when crossing the street and make sure
you utilize the city’s flashing Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacon signs when possible. If possible,
make eye contact with drivers in stopped vehicles
to ensure they see you before you cross in front
of them. Smartphones and handheld electronic
devices are a daily part of life, but they take your
eyes off of the road and distract your attention.
Your ears will also tell you a lot about what is happening around you – be sure to use them and do
not wear headphones while walking or jogging.
It’s up to each driver to stay informed about
the “Rules of the Road” and many of us could use
a refresher. Please take a few moments to review
the Rules of the Road online at www.dol.wa.gov/
driverslicense/guide.html. For more information
on school zone safety, go to School’s Open –
Drive Carefully, at www.exchange.aaa.com.
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Visit the MLT Community Senior Center
Ballinger Clubhouse, 23000 Lakeview Drive

Some of the welcoming faces at the center (left) with new Director Marlene Maier (right).

Welcoming. Warm. Friendly. A second home. These are some of
the impressions new director Marlene Maier hopes you have when you
visit the Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center at Ballinger
Clubhouse. Indeed, people are noticing the positive changes at the
center. Volunteers and staff greet visitors as they walk through the door.
New artwork adorns the walls. Flowers brighten all the rooms. Tables
and chairs are on the back deck overlooking beautiful Ballinger Park.
And there are comfy places throughout the clubhouse to sit down and
talk, play cards or other games, enjoy a cup of coffee, and make friends.
Marlene’s vision is quickly taking shape. She said her parents told
her at a young age, “You have to make a difference” and added that
those words launched her into a career of working with non-profit
agencies and helping others. Marlene grew up helping in her parents
“working man’s café” and she later went to school and earned degrees
in Elementary and Special Education, Business Administration, and
Rehabilitation Administration. Her career spans decades working with
children, teens, and people with disabilities. After caring for her father
who had Alzheimer’s, she developed a new interest in helping seniors.
Marlene hopes people of all ages visit the center and would like it to
be as intergenerational as possible. Although many of the activities are
geared for seniors, she’s lining up more and more each day and would

like to add youth programs. Let her know if there’s an activity you
would like to attend there.
“If you haven’t visited the community senior center recently,”
Marlene stated, “Please come down and I’ll give you a tour.” She also
would like the community to know that the Lakeview Room is available
for rentals including wedding receptions, birthday parties and other
special occasions.
The center offers a variety of activities from yoga, bunco, pinochle,
casino trips, art classes, line dancing, tai chi and many more. They also
offer lunch three days per week at a recommended donation that is
usually about $3.00 to $4.00. After you take a tour, feel free to join. It’s
only $25 per calendar year or just $35 for a couple.
Marlene is looking for new activities, instructors, people with skills
who are willing to share, and any general volunteerism. Can you teach
people how to check their oil? How about drive their van, update their
Facebook page, do some filing or help with their newsletter? Perhaps
you’re willing to help in the kitchen or do some gardening? Whatever
time or skill you can offer, Marlene is more than willing to make it work.
You can reach the Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center
at (425) 672-2407 or Marlene directly via email at MLTexec@gmail.com.
Their website is www. MLTseniorcenter.net.

Find Fun & Fitness this Fall at the Pavilion!
The Recreation and Parks Department has
many exciting and fun opportunities for you and
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your child. Swim lessons for parents and tots,
preschoolers, school age children and adults
will begin after the Labor Day Holiday and a
brief closure September 5-7 to replace the air
sock over the pool. You can work out in the
cardio room or take a fitness class while your
child takes swimming lessons in our warm
water pool. Come to a recreation swim, a
leisure swim, or check out one of our water
fitness classes.
Dance and fitness classes will be ramping
up once again in September. If your child is

Mountlake
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nearing school age, you can register for our
two-day preschool program or for school
age kids, space is available for before/after
school care at Madrona K-8.
Don’t forget about the many other opportunities offered at the Pavilion including
racquetball and adult sports leagues. Renting the pool and a room is a great way to
celebrate birthdays, family reunions or the
end of a youth sports team season. Call the
Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173 or visit
www.mltrec.com for more information.
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MLt Receives 5th straight Playful City usA Award

Mountlake Terrace residents love the city’s Recreation Pavilion and our
many parks so it’s not surprising that our city was honored with its fifth
consecutive Playful City USA designation by KaBOOM! Celebrating
its 11th anniversary, this national recognition program honors cities
and towns across the country for making their cities more playable.
Mountlake Terrace is proud to offer many playful spaces with 269
acres of parks and open spaces and award-winning Recreation Pavilion
programs. In 2015, the city adopted the Ballinger Park Master Plan for
major improvements to 42 acres of park and the playfield. In 2016, the
city opened the Lakeview Trail that connects the Interurban Trail to the
Mountlake Terrace Transit Center along Ballinger Park and Lakeview

Drive. The city’s ongoing efforts to secure local, state, federal funding
to phase in the Master Plan will improve playability for everyone from
kids to seniors.
“It’s a great honor to receive the Playful City USA designation for
the fifth year in a row,” stated Recreation and Parks Director Jeff Betz.
“We thank our community for continuing to support play through our
parks and recreation programs.”
The city has many play activities including day camps, dance and swim
programs, before and after school programs, and a number of creative and
fun activities each day at the Recreation Pavilion. For more information
about our recreation and parks programs, visit www.mltrec.com.

Update on Roger’s Market Property in Downtown
There’s a lot of interest in the former Roger’s Market property located
at the corner of 232nd Street SW and 56th Avenue W. The property sold
in late 2016 and the new ownership group submitted a permit in early
summer to demolish the building. This will change the appearance of
the heart of our downtown as the city modernizes with redevelopment.
This site is a prominent Town Center location where a more intense
level of development is anticipated. It provides opportunity for a mixeduse building up to six stories in height (under current regulations), with
commercial space on the ground floor. Ideally, new development proposals would retain a grocery store on the ground level, but any number
of commercial uses could occur at the street level as determined by the
developer/property owner.
At an open house on Comprehensive Plan amendments held last
April, there was much discussion about this property. The developer/
owner of this property has attended many of the City Hall and Comprehensive Plan open houses and community meetings to hear what
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residents have to say. The property owner is aware of the residents’
desires and concerns with regard to this property and revitalization of
our downtown. To date, however, no formal land use development proposals have been submitted and no Comprehensive Plan amendments
were submitted for redevelopment of the property.
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39th Annual Arts of the Terrace

AniMAL ConTroL
(425) 744-6256
BUiLding PerMiTS
(425) 744-6267
BUSineSS LiCenSeS
(425) 744-6211
CiTy HALL
(425) 776-1161
CiTy MAnAger
(425) 744-6208
Code enForCeMenT
(425) 744-6254
engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire BUSineSS Line
(425) 551-1200
LiBrAry
(425) 776-8722
PASSPorTS
(425) 776-1161 Ext. 7
PeT LiCenSeS
(425) 670-8260
PLAnning
(425) 744-6207
PoLiCe BUSineSS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLiC WorkS
(425) 670-8264
PAviLion & PooL
(425) 776-9173
reCyCLing & TrAnSFer STATion
(425) 388-3425
STreeT LigHTS oUT
(425) 670-8264
TrAFFiC TiCkeT/vioLATionS BUreAU
(425) 744-6228
UTiLiTy BiLLing
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CaLL 911

For Fire, MediCAL And
PoLiCe eMergenCieS
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Arts of the Terrace is enjoyed by attendees throughout the Puget Sound region!

If you haven’t attended Arts of the Terrace, one of the major juried art shows in the Pacific
Northwest, you’ve missed a tremendous show. Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts
Commission and the Friends of the Arts, this show takes place September 23 - October 8 at the
Mountlake Terrace Library, 23300 58th Avenue West. Save the dates!
Categories include paintings, prints, drawings, miniatures, calligraphy, 3-Dimensional
and Artisan works. This year’s jurors are Michele Usibelli for
Paintings, Prints, Drawings, and Miniatures; Ken Stanback
for Photography; and Ken Turner for 3-Dimensional and
Artisan works.
Prizes include over $4,000 in cash awards and art merchandise.
Entry deadline is August 30, 2017. Check the events page on
www.cityofmlt.com for show hours, visit Mountlake Terrace Friends
WEDNESDAY
August 9, 6 p.m.
of the Arts on Facebook or call (425) 771-7068 for more information.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Canceled through August 2017

Planning Commission
Second and fourth
Mondays at 7 p.m. at
the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

WEDNESDAY
September 20, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
October 11, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
November 8, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

