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Learn More About Civic Campus Proposition 1
Mountlake Terrace Proposition 1 is on the November 7 ballot for a
$12,500,000 capital bond to expand the Police Station and construct
a new City Hall.
The project, developed by the community, was led by a nine-member
City Hall Advisory Committee that spent the first five months of the
year listening to residents and business owners who stressed the need
for an affordable, functional project. The resulting recommendation
from the Committee is a project that is half the cost of the previous two
ballot measures (in 2012 and 2013).
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Expanding the 26-year-old Police Station addresses a number of
safety and service issues: secure areas for employees and those visiting
the Police Department; having adequate space for holding cells and
interview rooms; keeping juveniles separated from adult suspects as
required by law; helping to keep officers in Mountlake Terrace rather
than transporting suspects to holding facilities in Lynnwood and Everett; and providing space to address overcrowding. (For more information about the Police Station expansion, please see the Q&A with the
Chief on page 5.)
(Continued on Page 4)

ContactYour Council

cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
September 23 - October 8, 2017

Mayor
Jerry Smith
(425) 774-7335

Mayor Pro Tem
Kyoko Matsumoto Wright
(425) 412-3988

Councilmember
Rick Ryan
(425) 771-7068

Councilmember
Doug McCardle
(425) 610-0030

Councilmember
Bryan Wahl
(425) 770-7706

Councilmember
Laura Sonmore
(425) 776-8837

Monday - Thursday,
12 to 6 p.m.
Fridays & Saturdays,
12 to 5 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 1, 1 to 5 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 8, 1 to 3 p.m.

Councilmember
Seaun Richards
(425) 218-5996

Visit Arts of the Terrace at MLT Library
The 39th Annual Arts of the Terrace Juried Art Show began Saturday, September
23 and will stay open through Sunday, October 8 at the Mountlake Terrace Library
located at 23300 58th Avenue West. Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts Commission and the Friends of the Arts, “Arts
of the Terrace” is one of the major juried
art shows held in the Pacific Northwest
and attracts top artists from the region.
A patrons’ preview and artists’ awards
ceremony was held Friday, September 22
at the Mountlake Terrace Library. This
year’s jurors include Michele Usibelli for
Paintings, Prints, Drawings and Miniatures, Ken Stanback for photography, Ken
Turner for 3-Dimensional and Artisans’
Works, and Jocelyn Curry for Calligraphy.
“If you have not come to Arts of the
Terrace in the past, I encourage you to
stop by the library and see what all the
hype is about,” stated Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “You’ll be
amazed at the works on display including
incredible photography and 3D art, bronze
pieces, calligraphy, prints, and paintings.
Don’t miss it!”
The show is free and open to the public
and the art is available for purchase. You
can find more information on Facebook at
Mountlake Terrace Friends of the Arts.

Photo Credit: Mark Hopkins Photography

2016 Best of Show Winner Nathan Hoffman for “The Giant Pacific Octopus” 3-Dimensional

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Main Street Revitalization Project
The design for Phase 1 of the project (236th
Street SW between the Mountlake Terrace
Transit Center and 56th Avenue W) is nearing
completion. The city has coordinated improvements with Sound Transit as well as proposed
development in an effort to minimize conflicting work constructed improvements. Right of

22

way acquisition is also nearing completion. The
project is planned to go to bid in late 2017 with
construction beginning in early 2018. Construction of Phase 1 has been fully funded through
appropriations from the Washington State
Department of Commerce and grant funding
through Puget Sound Regional Council.

Mountlake
Terrace

Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFB)
City crews installed a new RRFB at the intersection of 44th Avenue and 220th Street, replacing
dated crosswalk signage that was no longer supported by the manufacturer. The city is also pursuing grant funding for an RRFB and sidewalk improvements at the intersection of 48th Avenue and
216th Street as well as at Interurban Trail crossings.
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Council Highlights

September

• Proclamation for Constitution Week 2017
• Public Hearing & Adopted Reinstatement of
Tree and Vegetation Preservation Ordinance
• Reviewed Six-Year Financial Forecast
• SNOCOM Consolidation Update
• Reviewed Main Street Design
• Economic Development Strategy Report
• Approved Bike2Health Project Contract

11th Annual Costume Carnival
October 28, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Terrace Park School Gym

Mountlake Terrace Dance Academy and the Kontagious (Hip Hop) Performing
Company are teaming up to bring you the best family-friendly event in town. The
11th Annual Costume Carnival delivers games, great food, a costume contest and
best of all, diverse music and dance will keep you entertained while raising funds
for dance scholarships.
KPC and MLT Dance both strive to offer inclusive and challenging dance
opportunities to everyone. The proceeds from this event will go directly to the
KPC and MLT Dance scholarship funds for students who otherwise wouldn’t be
able to afford dance tuition. The 2017 Costume Carnival will be held October
28 from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Terrace Park School gymnasium located at
5409 228th Street SW.
The cost to attend is $5 per person or $10 for a family (up to 4 people). For
questions about this event visit www.mltrec.com/605 or call (425) 640-3107.

• Approved Verdant Water Safety Evaluation &
Education Grant Agreement
• Approved Wave Change in Control Agreement and
Transfer of Franchise Ordinance to Radiate Holdings
• Reviewed Monopole Land Lease Agreement
• Reviewed City Departments Performance
Measures for January-June
• Reviewed Ordinance for Final Plat Process
• Reviewed Development Process
• Quarterly Discussion and Update of City Council Goals
• City Council Training on Open Public Meetings Act

August
• Reviewed 2017 Second Quarter Police
Department Report
• Reviewed and Approved PUD Interlocal Agreement
for Undergrounding of Utilities (Main Street)
• Approved Contract for Recreation Management
Software Services
• Approved One-Year Extension of Edmonds School
District Interlocal Agreement
• Public Hearing and Adopted Resolution in Support
of City of Mountlake Terrace Proposition No. 1
• Reviewed Second Quarter Financial Report
• Reviewed Town Center Street Parking Standards
• Approved 2017-2018 Interlocal Agreement for
Snohomish County Regional Drug & Gang Task Force

Mountlake Terrace Tree Lighting Ceremony
Mark Your Calendar for December 1

The 35th Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony is Friday, December 1, at 6:30 p.m.
at Evergreen Playfield, 22205 56th Avenue W, and features a concert by Mountlake Terrace and Terrace Park Elementary School students, a visit from Santa,
who will make his grand entrance on a fire truck, and the traditional tree lighting.
Serving as a beacon of light from I-5, the "tree" is a frame of 1,800 lights on
top of the city's water tower. The LED lights use only 25% of the power as the
old lights. Tour de Terrace volunteers serve cookies, hot coffee and cocoa while
Santa meets with the children. Thank you to Vineyard Park for sponsoring this
year’s event. For more information, call (425) 744-6206.
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• Reviewed and Approved Professional Services
Contract with Gordon Thomas Honeywell
Governmental Affairs
• Reviewed and Approved Transit Way Agreement
and Resolution with Sound Transit
• Public Hearing and Adopted Reinstatement of
Tree and Vegetation Preservation Ordinance
• Approved Prosecuting Attorney Contract
• Presentation by Alliance for Housing Affordability (AHA)
• Fire District 1 Annual Report
• Reviewed 2017 Comprehensive Plan Amendments
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Civic Campus Proposition 1 Continued From Page 1
The project will take place on the Civic Campus (where the Library,
Police Station and Fire Station are located) on 58th Avenue and
232nd Street. This is the location of the former City Hall, which was
demolished following the collapse of a ceiling in 2008 that exposed
asbestos. Returning City Hall to the Town Center District will continue
revitalization plans that began with the adoption of the Town Center
Plan in 2007 just prior to the recession and restore city services to
our downtown.
If approved in November, the city will issue municipal bonds (similar
to getting a loan) that will be repaid through a property tax levy over
30 years. The cost of the levy in the first year of the bond is anticipated
to be $0.27 per $1,000 of assessed value, meaning the owner of a
$300,000 home would pay $81 the first year. This cost will go down as
new development occurs. Property taxes in Mountlake Terrace will also
be reduced in 2021, when the $400,000 currently used to pay rent at
Interim City Hall goes away. The city has been renting an Interim City
Hall on 220th Street since 2009.
The proposed project is the result of four community meetings
with the architect, 12 neighborhood chats with the City Hall Advisory
Committee, six City Council meetings, and dozens of online comment
forms that were submitted. After a great deal of community input, the
Committee recommended a preliminary layout for the new City Hall.
Citizens who attended the meetings expressed a desire for a City Hall
set back from the corner, closer to the Police Station.
The additional space for the Police Station will provide the room
it needs for new services added since the facility was constructed and
updates to meet state and federal laws and requirements that have been
enacted since the early 90’s. The Police Station expansion provides an

opportunity to give that building an updated look by adding the new
space to the front side of the building.
The City Council considered several options for the Police Station
expansion and ultimately made the decision to include it on this
measure at the same time as City Hall in response to the feedback they
heard from residents.
The new City Hall is anticipated to be approximately 18,000 square
feet and either two or three stories high. Although the layout on the
campus has been determined, the city will not move forward with
design until it is known if funding is secured. If the measure passes,
design would take place in 2018, construction in 2019-2020, and the
new City Hall would open in late 2020. The levy, passed by voters in
2016, will pay for Interim City Hall rent through 2020.

Informational Presentations
Civic Campus Proposition 1:
October 11, 6-7:00 p.m.......... Coffee with the City, Pavilion
October 19, 6-7:30 p.m............. Mountlake Terrace Library
October 24, 6-7:30 p.m.......................Ballinger Clubhouse
October 26, 6-7:30 p.m....... Cedar Way Elementary School

Preliminary Layout

County Provides Ballot
Drop Box to MLT
After years on the waiting list pending funding, Snohomish County Elections
has provided a ballot drop box in the City of Mountlake Terrace!
Installed in early September, the new ballot drop off box is located at the Civic
Campus property located at the northeast corner of 232nd Street SW and 58th
Avenue W. It is accessible to those walking or driving. Those wishing to drop off
ballots in vehicles, please enter the Civic Campus from 58th Avenue West, make
the first right turn into the parking lot of the former City Hall, deposit your ballot
in the drop box on the left, and exit onto 232nd Street SW.
Traffic can build up at ballot drop boxes as election dates approach, especially
on election date deadlines. The next election date is November 7 so please note
that there could be congestion in this area and waiting times to use the drop box.
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Passage of Proposition No. 1 will add about 3,000 square feet to the
existing 7,000 square feet of the Police Station to address security and
operational necessities as well as fund the construction of a new City Hall.

WITH POLICE CHIEF

GREG WILSON
Why Do We Need An Expansion For
The Police Department?
The current Police Station opened in 1991.
Since then, the Police Department has added victim services, animal control, and code
enforcement, each of which required additional space. Moreover, federal and state laws
related to the security and operation of police
departments have added space requirements,
such as the separation of juvenile and adult
suspects both by sight and sound. The existing Police Station does not have the room to
accommodate these new services nor the space
to address safety, security and operational concerns: storage closets have been converted to
offices, a bathroom has been converted to a
storage room, and there are limitations on our
ability to safely separate suspects from victims,
visitors, and staff.
How Will Safety And Security
Be Improved?
Currently, there are numerous safety issues
with the existing facility -- particularly when it
comes to the secure separation of suspects and
prisoners in the building. The expansion will
allow for secure separation of the public and
staff from suspects and prisoners in the building with separate entryways for suspects, secure
space for separate juvenile and adult interview
rooms (to comply with new laws) as well as safe
rooms to meet with families and victims. Safety
and security improvements are also needed on

the building exterior, adjacent to Veterans Memorial Park, to ensure officers can move safely
from vehicles into the building.

What Are Some Other Benefits Of
The Project?
The Police Department is at maxed capacity. Work spaces are overcrowded, cramped
and inefficient. There is inadequate space to
conduct training, hold press conferences or
provide updates to community members affected by criminal activity. Adding additional
space will address these issues.
There is a tremendous amount of liability
associated with police work and operating a
police department. The city is exposed to potential litigation if the Police Department is
not in compliance with Federal and State law
and keeping up with industry best practices.
The department’s ability to maintain State
Accreditation could also be impacted if additional space is not added. In some instances, it
merely takes a complaint that will open a door
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to a claim. Defending or settling such claims
can deplete needed General Fund dollars.
Adding additional space to the Police Station
will reduce the liability.
The preferred layout, developed by the community, would add a new face or “façade” to
the Police Station to give it an updated look
to go along with the new City Hall and downtown revitalization

Any Additional Comments?
We would like to improve the lobby layout
to create an atmosphere where visitors can
come and drop off unused medications, request a collision or incident report, or renew
a pet license in a safer environment. We have
worked incredibly hard over the years to have
a State Accredited and professional Police Department, with service that the community
can trust and rely upon. Being able to operate in a safe, efficient and professional facility
will better serve our community and public
safety employees.
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Are You Ready For an Emergency?
Emergency Preparedness & Communication
In the past few years unexpected storms and power outages remind
us of how reliant we have become on electricity. As much as an
inconvenience as power outages may seem, they teach us to better
prepare for the next one and to prepare for a much bigger emergency,
perhaps even something as big as Hurricanes Harvey or Irma or the
wildfires that have been happening in other parts of our state.
Disasters can change our lives and our communities in an instant.
Whether it’s a hurricane, an earthquake, a tornado, or a terrorist attack,
knowing what to do when disaster strikes can be a matter of survival
for you and your family. Major emergencies, such as earthquakes, can
happen when temperatures are freezing or when it’s a 90-degree day.
Either way, it’s important to prepare for extended power outages,
collapsed buildings, impassable roads, lack of water and sewer, injuries,
and no contact with loved ones. Were you prepared for the last round
of storms and associated power outages? If not, have you done what is
necessary to prepare since they occurred?
As we head into the fall and winter, please take the time to prepare
yourself, your family, and pets for several days in case the city is unable
to help you right away. Do you have supplies to last at least three days
and quite possibly longer in the case of a major disaster? If you are
already prepared, it’s time to review your plans and check your supplies.
You can find information at www.cityofmlt.com/183.
The city holds practice scenarios to ensure we know our roles and
how to coordinate with one another and other jurisdictions. The city’s
response efforts include dispatching fire, police and public works crews
to handle situations like fires, gas and water leaks, collapsed buildings,
blocked roadways, and medical emergencies. Community relations,
finance, planning and recreation staff provide information to the
public, order supplies, and set up shelter and food stations.
Communication is key during an emergency. Do you follow our
Facebook and Twitter social media sites? Many of you have during
storm events and we try to provide as much information as we can
given the availability of power and the internet. It’s also a great resource
to share information with one another including with the city. In a
major emergency where electronics are inoperable, look for manual
posting sites at places like the Civic Campus/Library, Pavilion, schools,
and shopping centers. We will provide updates about food, water and
shelter at these locations.

In Southwest Snohomish County call (425) 775-3000 for nonemergencies like illegal fireworks complaints, crimes that occurred
earlier and there is no suspect information, a found pet or property
item, barking dogs, or a situation where emergency services are needed,
but there is no immediate danger to life or property. To report a power
outage, call Snohomish County PUD at 1-877-783-1001.
For an immediate threat to life or property, call 911. If you are not
sure if your situation is an emergency call 911. Know your location.
911 services may not automatically know where you are. If you contact
911 by mistake, stay on the line. Let the dispatcher know there is
no emergency.
Residents and businesses may also sign up to receive up-to-date
emergency notifications through an emergency management alert
system offered by Snohomish County Department of Emergency
Management with the county’s 911 Call Centers. The city and other
emergency response providers will use the alert system to warn people
quickly when hazardous weather or other emergencies may affect the
local area. Notifications can be via e-mail or text message. To sign up,
go to www.cityofmlt.com and click on the “Round Green Icon labeled
Emergency Alerts,” located toward the bottom of the page. There are
also links on the city’s website for our Facebook and Twitter links in the
maroon bar at the top of the page.
More information can also be found at www.Ready.gov. Please join
us in partnership to keep your families, your properties and our community safe and prepare now!

Weekly Updates Keep Our Community Informed
Recently at “Coffee with the City”, some residents said they
were interested in the status of construction projects and properties within the city. A great way to learn more about what’s happening in the city, department by department, is our City Manager
Weekly Update.
You can find the City Manager’s Update on our website or sign
up for an email or text notification. The Weekly Update includes
information about what’s on the next Council meeting agendas,
recreation programs, code enforcement actions, significant inci-
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dents from the Police Department, city events, construction and
development projects, and a host of other items of interest.
The webpage also has an archive of updates so you can catch
up if you’re new to the community. How can you find the Weekly
Updates? Visit www.cityofmlt.com/1739 or find the green “Notify
Me” button on our homepage at www.cityofmlt.com and sign up for
a text or email notification. The updates are usually posted late on
Friday or first thing Monday each week. We hope you enjoy this
great way to learn more about your community!

Mountlake
Terrace
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Purple Light Nights Begins October 1
The City of Mountlake Terrace would like to remind you that October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Domestic violence is an important concern in our
local community. In 2016, the Mountlake Terrace Police Department responded
to more than 462 calls involving domestic violence, an average of 38 calls for help
per month. That’s 38 families per month that are living in fear and suffering
from abuse by a family member. And those are just the family members who
are brave enough to call. There are many more in our community who suffer
in silence, because they know that calling 911 can sometimes lead to even more
anger from their abuser.
While many of the perpetrators of such violence would like us to believe
that these issues are “family affairs”, domestic violence is in fact a community
concern. In order to deal with this wide-spread issue, the City of Mountlake
Terrace continues to make domestic violence a top priority. A full-time Domestic
Violence Coordinator works within the Police Department. In this capacity, the
Coordinator conducts follow up investigation of all domestic violence crimes and
works with prosecutors to ensure that offenders can be held accountable for their
behavior to the highest degree possible by the criminal justice system. In addition,
the Coordinator works with victims to make certain that they are provided with
important resources, and are updated on any criminal case information.
In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the city will kick off its 10th
annual Purple Light Nights Campaign beginning October 1. The domestic violence
movement uses the purple ribbon as a symbol of unity in the fight against family
violence. The Purple Light Nights Campaign takes this symbol one step further and
provides purple light bulbs (black lights) to the community with the intent that they
be displayed during the entire month of October in honor of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.
If you would like a purple light to display, please contact Danielle Singson at the
Mountlake Terrace Police Department at (425) 744-6257. We have a limited supply
available to the public at no cost. However, if you already have a purple light, please
display it throughout the month in order to honor those who have lost their lives;
support those who have survived domestic violence; and bring hope to those who
are still living with abuse. More information on Purple Light Nights can be found
at www.purplelightnights.org.

Local Domestic
Violence Resources
Domestic Violence Services of
Snohomish County (24 Hours)
(425) 25-ABUSE (425) 252-2873
City of Mountlake Terrace Domestic
Violence Coordinator
(425) 744-6257

MLT Sets Up Safe Internet Transaction Zone
Internet commerce has increased tremendously in recent years and
making transactions between individuals via online sales can be risky.
Police Departments have seen many cases of people being robbed and
even assaulted under these circumstances.
The Mountlake Terrace Police Department encourages you to meet
in public places and has made the parking lot outside the city’s Police
Station available as a “Safe Internet Transaction Zone”. The Police Station
is located at the Civic Campus, 5906 232nd Street SW.
If someone is not willing to make a transaction in a police station
parking lot, heed that as a warning. At the very least, you could be buying
stolen property, so exercise care when making this transaction.
The Mountlake Terrace Police Station has parking spaces in the front of the
building that can be used as a Safe Transaction Zone. Even when the business
office is closed, the building has cameras that view the building exterior and
lobby areas. This makes it a much safer place to arrange a private transaction.
For more information, contact the Mountlake Terrace Police Department at (425) 670-8260.
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Healthy Eating &
Active Living Grant

BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY HALL
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161 Ext. 7
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6207
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

The city was recently awarded a $10,000 grant by the Verdant Health Commission to
implement programs targeted to prevent childhood obesity. The Healthy Eating & Active Living
(HEAL) program will educate children and parents about nutrition and physical activity in our
existing Kids Krew and Jr Kids Krew programs during the 2017-2018 school year.
Program goals include increasing children’s knowledge of MyPlate food groups, serving sizes
and nutrition benefits; increasing children’s intake of recommended MyPlate food groups,
specifically fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean meats, low-fat and low-sugar foods; increasing
daily amount of activity; and increasing parents’ awareness of recommended dietary and activity
requirements for children. Curriculum and games will be used
to get kids moving and teach them about nutrition.
For information about the HEAL program or the Kids Krew
and Jr Kids Krew Programs, please contact Mountlake Terrace
Recreation and Parks at (425) 776-9173 or mltrecreation@ci.mlt.wa.us.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
October 11, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
November 8, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
December 13, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

