City Receives Over $1.3 Million For Projects in
State Capital & Transportation Budgets
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For the past decade, the City Council has worked diligently to seek
funding with state, federal and local agencies to address important
aging infrastructure needs. New sidewalks, reconstructed roadways,
and park enhancements have been funded over the past several years to
improve quality of life in Mountlake Terrace.
Thanks to the hard work by Legislative officials in the 1st and 32nd
Districts, there’s more good news to announce: the city has been
appropriated $500,000 for Ballinger Park and $860,000 for Main Street
in the state’s 2018 budget.
Recent discussions with the state delegation have focused on funding
to implement Phase II of the Main Street Project and the Ballinger Park
Master Plan that was adopted in 2015. Ballinger Park was converted
to a passive park after the nine-hole golf course closed in 2012. Since
the Master Plan is a long-term project, improvements will be phased as
funding is obtained.
Potential improvements for this round of Ballinger Park funding
include east side asphalt and gravel trails, improvements to the
shoreline, a new playground, restroom, fishing dock and improvements
to the boat launch. The city is also working with Congressman Rick
Larsen’s office, as well as the Army Corps of Engineers and Lake
Ballinger/McAleer Creek Watershed Forum, to fund water quality and
quantity improvements.
The efforts of the City Council and our legislators in partnership with
our state and federal lobbyists continue to pay dividends. Including
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this year’s state appropriations, the city has received over $22.8 million
in local, state and federal grants and appropriations in the last 10 years.
Of that total, 13 grants or appropriations were for $250,000 or more.
Eight of those awards were in excess of $1 million.

Large Grants & Appropriations Received by City
Amount

Project

Year

$4 million

Main Street

2016

$2.5 million

Main Street

2017

$2 million

Main Street

2013

$2 million

Lakeview Trail

2012

$1.3 million

Main Street

2015

$1.2 million

Main Street

2010

$1 million

Main Street

2014

$1 million

52nd Ave Reconstruction

2008
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Earth Day Cleanup – Join us on April 21
Mark Your Calendars!

In honor of Earth Day, please join our community effort to beautify Ballinger Park at our
volunteer cleanup on Saturday, April 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. With your help, we can
work together to maintain Ballinger Park!
Individuals and families are encouraged to attend and groups are very much appreciated! If
you have a group who would like to participate, please contact Parks and Property Management
Superintendent Ken Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811 to register in advance so we know we have
enough food and supplies. All interested volunteers should meet at 9:00 a.m. on April 21 at
Ballinger Clubhouse, 23000 Lakeview Drive, for a brief meeting and warm up with coffee.
Common activities include pruning, trash removal, and raking. Ballinger Park can be very

City Receives
Speed Feedback
Sign Grant
The Mountlake Terrace Police Department was awarded a $3,500 grant from
Washington Association of Sheriffs and
Police Chiefs to purchase a solar powered
speed feedback sign that will be rotated
among several locations throughout the city.
This sign will inform drivers of their
vehicle speed as they approach it and
an accompanying speed limit sign. It is
similar to an existing installation on
eastbound 220th Street SW, east of 56th
Avenue W. The Police and Public Works
Departments have identified several
fixed locations throughout the city where
the sign will be rotated at least once every
three months. The sign is anticipated to
be installed this summer.

wet, so please wear boots if possible and we
encourage you to bring work gloves. If you’re
able to bring along rakes and non-electric
pruning tools, it will help our effort so we have
enough to go around.
Following the work party, the City Council
will host a lunch in appreciation of your
volunteer service. Please come and help make
Mountlake Terrace shine!

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Main Street Revitalization Project
The design for Phase 1 of the project
(236th Street SW between the Mountlake
Terrace Transit Center and 56th Avenue W)
is complete. Construction activity may begin

22

as early as May following City Council award
of the contract to the selected bidder. The city
has coordinated improvements with Sound
Transit as well as proposed development in an
effort to minimize conflicting work. Construc-
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tion of Phase 1 has been fully funded through
appropriations from the Department of Commerce grant funding through Puget Sound
Regional Council and the Transportation
Improvement Board, as well as local dollars.

CityHappenings

Council Highlights

February

• Reviewed City Departments’ Performance Measures
• Reviewed Transitional Uses Zoning Code Updates
• Discussed Town Center Task Force
• Recognized Former MLT Fire Chief Brad Reading
• Update from Edmonds School District Superintendent
• Reviewed and Approved 3rd of July Event Agreement
• Adopted 2017 Comprehensive Plan and Zoning
Map Amendments Ordinance
• Reviewed Planning Commission’s 2018
Work Program
Local developers met with Community Development and Public Works staff.

Learn More About LID and
Stormwater Programs
LID Code Update Public Meetings
Updates to the city’s Low Impact Development (LID) Code that is required
by the Department of Ecology are tentatively scheduled for City Council work
sessions on April 12 and May 3 (if needed). The City Council public hearing on
these code changes is tentatively scheduled for May 21. Please check with the City
Clerk’s Office at (425) 744-6266 or online closer to the dates to confirm.
The city welcomes comments on the LID code update and has created an
online comment form to collect public feedback. Visit www.cityofmlt.com/1869 to
review the draft ordinance and provide comments. Or, call Stormwater Manager
Laura Reed to have a comment form sent to you at (425) 744-6226.
Stormwater Comprehensive Plan – Fall 2018!
The city is currently developing a draft Stormwater Comprehensive Plan to
address flooding and water quality concerns and to develop a 6-year capital
improvement project list. Your comments are welcome! The draft plan will be
available for public review and comment this fall and a public hearing will be held at
that time. To provide comments or concerns, please email: stormwater@ci.mlt.wa.us
or send written comments to City Hall at 6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200.
FEMA Provisional Map Changes for Flood Plan
Appeal Period Ends May 15
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) has recently updated their preliminary copies of the revised
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report
for the city.
FEMA has posted digital copies of these revised documents at their website:
fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata. These maps define properties within the
Special Flood Hazard Area, which would be subject to flooding by the 1% annual
chance flood (sometimes referred to as the 100-year floodplain).
If you believe your property has been incorrectly identified in these maps as
being within the Special Flood Hazard Area, and you wish to contest the accuracy
of the map, you may appeal the proposed map and report. To appeal, follow
the process outlined by FEMA on their website: www.fema.gov/change-flood-zonedesignation-online-letter-map-change. Online appeal and tracking of your appeal are
both available. The appeal period is 90 days, ending May 15, 2018. The sole basis
for such appeals is the possession of knowledge or information indicating that the
proposed flood hazard determinations are scientifically or technically incorrect.
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• Discussed Development Process
• Reviewed and Adopted Resolution to Establish
Town Center Task Force
• Reviewed and Adopted Resolution to Execute
Agreements for Undergrounding Franchise
Utilities for Main Street
• Public Hearing on Transitional Area Zoning
Text and Map Amendments Ordinance
• Reviewed 2017 Year End Police Department Report

March
• Reviewed Recreation & Park Advisory Commission’s
2018 Work Program
• Reviewed Arts Commission’s 2018 Work Program
• Overview of Telecommunications for Small
Cell Wireless
• Reviewed and Approved KPG Contract
Supplements for Main Street Project
• Reviewed and Awarded Contract for Design of
Civic Campus Project
• Development Activities Update
• Reviewed Memorial Sign Program
• Update from Mountlake Terrace Librarian
Kristin Piepho
• Adopted Ordinance Establishing Memorial
Sign Program
• Reviewed 2018 Tour de Terrace Agreement
• Reviewed Fourth Quarter 2017 Financial Report
• Reviewed Low Impact Development (LID)
Ordinance Updates
• Reviewed Telecommunications Updates Including
Small Cell Wireless Standards
• Quarterly Discussion and Update of City
Council Goals
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$1.3 Million Awarded by State Continued From Page 1

Congressman Rick Larsen met with city officials in February to discuss how he could help with water quality and quantity issues
at Lake Ballinger.

Other awards include: $643,000 (Main Street Design) in 2012,
$569,000 (212th Street Overlay) in 2012, $514,000 (55th Avenue Water
Main) in 2011, $504,000 (Water Safety/Swim Lessons) in 2015-17,
$491,000 (Downtown Water Main Improvements) in 2008, $489,000
(Lakeview Drive Overlay) in 2015, $446,000 (Street Overlay and Curb
Ramp Upgrades) in 2011, $427,000 (Citywide Intersection Safety
Improvements) in 2014, $330,000 (Pedestrian/Bicycle Mobility and
Safety) in 2013, $300,000 (Lakeview Trail) in 2011, $300,000 (Terrace
Creek Park Expansion) in 2015, $270,000 (236th Street/Cedar Way
Chip Seal) in 2013, and $250,000 (Emergency Operations Center

Construction) in 2011.
These critical infrastructure needs could not have been addressed
without the assistance of our state and federal legislators, Snohomish
County officials, Puget Sound Regional Council and other funding
agencies. Some of these efforts took years of planning, discussion and
meetings and over the past decade, the city has made huge strides to
enhance the quality of life for residents with water main replacements,
sewer and stormwater upgrades, new sidewalks, and many other
improvements. Thanks to our partners who have written letters and
provided support to our efforts!

Civic Campus Project Design Now Underway
First Community Meeting Will Be April 5, 6:00 p.m.
After interviewing architectural firms to work with our community
to design the new City Hall and expansion of the Police Station, the
city selected ARC Architects of Seattle to design the project. This firm
worked with our community on the predesign work in 2017 and has
vast experience in designing public projects including City Halls and
Police Stations.
“We hope our community will continue to be engaged and informed
about this project,” stated Community Relations Director Virginia
Olsen. “We would like to hear from our residents on the look and feel
of the public spaces including the City Hall and Police Station lobbies,
front counter service areas, City Council Chambers, and site design.”
A preliminary layout of the new City Hall and Police Station expansion
along with project size and cost was developed in partnership with the
community last year.
The first community meeting will be held on Thursday, April 5 at
6:00 p.m. at the Mountlake Terrace Library, 23300 58th Avenue W.
At this meeting we will talk about aesthetic issues and what represents
Mountlake Terrace. Discussion items will include imagery such as
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materials, design and what elements are important for the building
as well as the types of activities that will take place in the gathering
space. Although funding for the gathering space (corner of 232nd and
58th) was not included to bring the total project cost down, it will be
designed and phased in later as funding is obtained. After receiving
public input at this meeting, ARC will prepare conceptual drawings
for further review and discussion at the next community meeting in
the summer.
You can find project updates and meeting information on the Civic
Campus Project at www.cityofmlt.com/1922. You can also sign up for
text or email updates by clicking the green “Notify Me” icon on our
website, then search for Civic Campus Project. If you can’t make a
meeting, there will be opportunities to provide input online.
What’s the timeline for this project? The sale of bonds will occur
later in 2018 and it is anticipated the project will go out to bid in early
2019. Construction will take place in 2019 through the end of 2020.
At that time, city services will move back to the Civic Campus located
at 232nd Street and 58th Avenue West.
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Summer is just around the corner.
Find your summer adventure with
Mountlake Terrace Recreation! Summer camp registration opened on
March 5 and a variety of summer
camp options may still be available
to fit your interests and needs.
Full day camps and care are for
children ages 3-13. Full day camps
include field trips and entertainment from professional organizations.
Each week has a theme that is matched to crafts, games and activities.
Aqua Kid camps follow a theme as well and include swimming every
day. The last day of the camp meets at Lake Ballinger for canoeing and
a barbecue. Dance camps are offered for all ages and focus on ballet,
hip-hop, or creative dance.
Tennis camps are taught by a professional tennis instructor. Other

Find your ad
venture

mltrec.com/

summer

camps include Skyhawks sports, Mountlake Terrace High School basketball camp, tennis team, and Marlins swim team. For more information about summer camps and programs visit www.mltrec.com/summer
or call (425) 776-9173.

MLT Library Offers Fun & Sparks Learning

What’s new at Mountlake Terrace Library? The return of Managing
Librarian Kristin Piepho and the launch of March Madness! Interim
Librarian Jill Wubbenhorst filled in since August while Kristin Piepho
pitched in at Sno-Isle’s Service Center and now Piepho returns at the
helm in Mountlake Terrace.
The library’s Mega-Fun, Biblio-Trivia, Rockem-Sockem Third Grade
Reading Challenge is also new. Think of it as March Madness, except
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it’s for third-graders with books instead of basketballs.
Mountlake Terrace Library offers many fun programs
to promote a love of reading, build confident readers,
introduce students to a wide variety of books, and foster
teamwork among students.
In March, student teams from Cedar Way Elementary
and Terrace Park Schools faced off in literary trivia
quiz bowls, first at their schools and then across school
districts. Two sets of six books were given to the schools.
The students can read one to six books and then they
have the chance to earn points and become the top team
among a field of 50 teams. The titles are selected by a
special group of librarians. Mountlake Terrace Library has
two members on this committee, Children’s Librarian
Susan Kirdahy and Managing Librarian Piepho.
More than 130 students from the two schools are
participating. What do the kids have to say about it?
“The reading challenge books got me into reading” and
“I used to hate reading but now I love reading!”
This program is just one of the innovative learning opportunities
offered by the Mountlake Terrace Library located at 23300 58th
Avenue West. Stop by and chat with their great staff and learn about
the programs they offer for kids and adults alike. You can learn
more about the Mountlake Terrace Library by visiting our website at
www.cityofmlt.com/406 or call (425) 776-8722.
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Drawing provided by applicant.

Evergreen Awards
Nominations Now Open
Help Us Find The Hidden Gems

Update on Handy Mart Site
The former Handy Mart building located at the intersection of 228th
Street SW and 44th Avenue W was demolished in February in preparation of a proposal to redevelop the site. The city recently received a
Large Scale Site Plan Application for MLT 228, the construction of a
new two-story, 21,530 square foot building on the site. The building will
consist of retail uses on the first floor with office uses on the second
floor. The building is designed in two sections with an attached covered
breezeway connecting the buildings.
The building will also have one level of underground parking to
supplement surface level parking. Access to the site will be from the
northern portion of the property, along 228 Street SW. Associated site
and utility improvements include frontage upgrades along both 228th
Street SW and 44th Avenue W. A pedestrian activity area consistent
with the Community Business District Design Standards is also
required for the project. Other required improvements will be onsite
landscaping and building design standards.
The project will be reviewed administratively under the requirements
of the Large Scale Site Plan process. A public hearing is not required. A
public comment period associated with the project has been completed.
Additional required permits for the construction of the project will
include building, civil, and landscape permits. Additional information
is available for viewing at Mountlake Terrace Interim City Hall or by
contacting the Community and Economic Development Department
at (425) 744-6237 for more information.

Is there a picture perfect home that stands out in your neighborhood? Maybe it’s YOUR property or a business you visit. The
city needs your assistance to find and nominate those properties
that make you proud to live or do business in Mountlake Terrace.
The Evergreen Awards program has succeeded in building
community pride, enhancing our city’s image, and promoting
conservation. It was established in 2009 to recognize property
owners who take great care of their properties.
There are five categories of awards and each property is judged
within those in the same neighborhood: Best Maintained Residence, Best Maintained Business, Best Maintained Multifamily
Property, Most Sustainable Property, and Best Transformation.
Best Maintained Awards reflect the efforts of the owners or
occupants whose high standards for building and yard maintenance
contribute to the character of our neighborhoods and city.
Transformation Awards recognize neglected properties renovated to become assets to the community. Help us find those homes
or businesses that have made significant improvements, especially
over the past year.
The Sustainable Award honors property owners who best utilize
green features such as solar heating, natural cooling and native
landscaping to help protect and preserve the environment. If you
have a sustainable home and/or landscaping, nominate yourself
and tell us about it. We may need to make an appointment to
come and take photos of your sustainable features.
Nominations forms, available at www.cityofmlt.com and at city
facilities, will be accepted through Thursday, May 31, 2018. Or just
send an email to cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us with the address, category,
and reason for nominating the property.
Anyone can submit a nomination and you may nominate your
own home or business. Properties being marketed for sale are
not eligible. We will photograph properties for judging and for a
presentation at the awards ceremony that takes place in September.

Low Income Utility Discount Applications Due April 30
Are you a low income utility customer who
resides in the City of Mountlake Terrace?
Applications for the May 1, 2018 to April
30, 2019 program year are now available for
anyone who meets the following income
guidelines. If you are a homeowner 62 years
of age or older, you may qualify for a 30%
reduction in your utility bill AND free garbage
service. If you are a low income homeowner
under 62 years of age, you may qualify for free
garbage service.
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Information about the Senior Discount and
Free Garbage Program and a downloadable
application can be found on our website at
www.cityofmlt.com/162, then click “Financial
Assistance” on the side menu. Or contact our
Utility Billing Department at utilitybilling@
ci.mlt.wa.us or call (425) 744-6214.
Utility customers must meet the income
guidelines stated on the application, reside
at the Mountlake Terrace residence, and have
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a utility account. The city qualifies “Low Income” at 140% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. A list of acceptable documents to verify
income are available on the back page of the
application. Completed applications including proof of income or non-income must be
received at Interim City Hall, Utility Billing,
no later than April 30, 2018. Please ensure
your application is complete as we cannot
approve incomplete applications.
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Community Invited to Help Update
Town Center Plan
A Town Center Plan was adopted
over a decade ago to guide redevelopment of the city’s downtown area.
The Plan encouraged restaurants,
retail and commercial businesses
and residential uses. Entitled “A
Vision for the Mountlake Terrace
Town Center,” the Plan was intended to create a lively, pedestrian and
transit-oriented Town Center that
was attractive, walkable, livable,
and economically viable.
Since the Plan’s adoption, the
city has experienced many changes.
More transit facilities, including
the Sound Transit Flyer Stop and
the pending construction of a light rail station, turnover of businesses
in the Town Center (new and closed), a recession and recovery, and
changing demographics of residents. These changes have all impacted
our community.
The cost of housing in the region and the city’s proximity to major
employment centers have sparked an intense interest in Mountlake
Terrace as an attractive and affordable place to live and work. By 2050,
the region is expected to grow by 1.8 million residents and add 1.2
million jobs. Given the changes in the last 10 years and the anticipated
changes ahead, the City Council has determined that a comprehensive
re-evaluation of the Town Center Plan is a priority this year. The City
Council would like to work with the community to reflect on and assess
what is working well, what is not working well and what the possibilities
are for the Town Center in the coming years.
Consideration of possible changes to the Plan could include expanding the Town Center core, increases in building height and residential
density, and additional incentives to encourage redevelopment. Any
changes would require amendments to Town Center development
regulations and building and site design standards to implement
plan updates.
The original Town Center Plan grew out of extensive community
input including forums, open houses and design charrettes. The
effort also conducted an economic assessment on several land
use concept alternatives that were proposed. The city received the
Governor’s Award for its effective public participation process.
The city will continue a robust public process. The Plan was most
recently amended in 2009 and can be found on the city’s website
at www.cityofmlt.com/documentcenter/view/750.
Since 2007, the city has been investing in infrastructure (street
improvements, sub-regional storm water system, Main Street design
to facilitate the Plan. Some redevelopment has taken place (most
notably Arbor Village and Vineyard Park). However, the Great
Recession slowed development interest and few larger parcels were
for sale in the Town Center. The result was that, until recently,
relatively little private development had taken place towards
realizing the vision.
The city has contracted with SCJ Alliance to update the city’s
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Two open houses have been held so far on Town Center regulations.

economic profile, gather community input, amend the Town Center
Plan, and help update zoning and/or design standards. The update
process will include community outreach and neighborhood meetings
to receive citywide input and answer questions about the Town
Center Plan.
In addition, the City Council has established an 11-member Town
Center Task Force, similar to the City Hall Advisory Committee in
2017, to assist in the development of an updated Town Center Plan.
The Task Force includes a balance of members with varied backgrounds
and interests from Mountlake Terrace residents, property owners, and
business owners.
A webpage on the city’s website has been created at www.cityofmlt.
com/1936. The webpage is an informational resource and allows signup
to receive notice of activities and meetings. For more information about
the Town Center Plan, please contact Community and Economic
Development Services at (425) 744-6207.

In 2005, the City Council, Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission and Snohomish County Health District worked together on
an educational campaign requesting that park patrons not smoke
or use tobacco products at parks, playgrounds, trails and ballfields. Those signs have now been updated to include “No vaping
or marijuana use.”
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Join Us for April Pools Day

ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256

April 7, 5 – 6 pm

BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY HALL
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6275
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6207
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6213
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

April Pools Day is a free state-wide water safety and drowning prevention event scheduled for
Saturday, April 7, 5:00-6:00 p.m., at the Recreation Pavilion. Co-sponsors Swedish Edmonds
and Virginia Mason Edmonds Family Medicine will team up with the city and provide information on boating and water safety and life jacket use with interactive stations.
Those who participate and complete all the stations will receive a free recreation swim pass at
our pool. There will be a raffle for a set of swim lessons, a life jacket and other prizes. You must
complete the water safety stations and be present at 6:00 p.m. to win the raffle prizes.
Additionally, there will be evaluations for swimming lesson
placement. As part of a Verdant Health Commission grant, any
non-swimmer in the Edmonds School District grades K-12 is
eligible to receive a set of vouchers for free swimming lessons.
For more information about this event, contact the Recreation
Pavilion at (425) 776-9173.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
April 11, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
May 9, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
June 13, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

