Development Activity Heats Up
in Mountlake Terrace

Terrace Station mixed-use development located near the city’s southern border adjacent to I-5 will provide much needed housing
next to the future light rail station.

On the border of the hot King County real estate market and light
rail extending into Snohomish County, Mountlake Terrace is primed
for redevelopment. Here’s an update on many projects in the works
over the next few months.
On May 31, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for Terrace Station
(formally known as the Gateway project) with city officials, staff,
contractors and community members. Terrace Station is a mixed-use
development that will include three buildings consisting of over a
total of 600 residential units and approximately 80,000 square feet of
commercial space. This development is located at the former Evergreen
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Elementary site, adjacent to Interstate 5 and near the future light rail
station that Sound Transit anticipates opening in 2024.
“Terrace Station is one of many current projects to implement
a Town Center Vision established by our City Council several years
ago,” stated City Manager Scott Hugill. “This high profile project gives
Mountlake Terrace more housing choices and commercial opportunities in close proximity to our future light rail station.”
Construction of the new Gateway Boulevard (access road from
236th Street) will be the first phase of the project and the first Terrace
Station building will be ready for occupancy in (Continued on Page 5)
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Snohomish County Councilmember Terry Ryan presented a check to the city in July.

Snohomish County Grants Funds
for 214th Street Sidewalks
Snohomish County is providing $80,000 from Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) Funds
to the City of Mountlake Terrace to fund sidewalk improvements. Specifically, the grant
project will include filling in some of the gaps in the existing sidewalk on the north side
of 214th Street SW between 40th and 44th Avenues West. Providing pedestrian accessible
facility improvements benefits all users of right-of-ways and helps achieve the goals and
purpose of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

National Night Out,
the City’s Big Block Party
Thanks to Premera Blue Cross and all the local
businesses who donated funds and supplies. Mountlake Terrace will host its award-winning “National
Night Out Against Crime” Tuesday, August 7 from
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Evergreen Playfield, 22205 56th
Avenue West. The event offers free entertainment,
food and community involvement for a fun-filled
evening with family, friends and neighbors.
This year’s “Night Out” features DJ music, caricature artist, bouncy houses, dance performances,
balloon artist, martial arts demonstration, Smokey Bear, public safety vehicle tours and
demonstrations. Cascade Bicycle will also sponsor a bike rodeo at the tennis courts on
the south side of the field. Over 30 vendor booths showcasing local businesses and service
organizations will participate too. Visitors can enjoy free hot dogs, snow cones, popcorn,
and more as they stroll through the exhibits, learn about the city, and enjoy the activities.
Come and get to know your community!
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After six community meetings, numerous neighborhood chats and dozens of public meetings over
the past 18 months, the Civic Campus Project is
now taking shape. At the July open house, ARC
Architects presented two concepts including drawings of site plans, lobby layout, main City Hall exterior, and the Council Chambers. The Police Station
addition will be designed once there is a clearer concept of the main City Hall component.
Nearly 50 residents attended the open house and
participated in a discussion about the positive attributes as well as opportunities to further strengthen
each concept. Additionally, attendees asked a number
of questions and provided input on building materials, sustainable features, and transparency.
The concepts are online at www.cityofmlt.com/1922
and handouts are available at Interim City Hall.
The public is encouraged to view the concepts and
attend the final open house in mid-October when a
new, more refined concept will be presented. In the
meantime, ARC Architects will work with the city to
discuss the layout of the office areas while incorporating public input for the next open house.
Option A featured a very modern two-story concept constructed of wood, metal and composite materials with sharply pitched roof angles. The office
and main entrance face the south side of the Civic
Campus and library and the Council Chambers
featured a high angular taller building that prominently anchors the building and is located adjacent
to the public gathering space.
Option B featured a more traditional suburban
concept, also constructed of wood, metal and composite materials. The two-story concept has a City
Hall that is taller than the Council Chambers and
features a multitude of windows that face southward
toward the library. The entrance is next to the Council
Chambers and faces eastward.
The input received at the July open house will
be taken into consideration to design a brand new
concept that incorporates the comments provided to
date. The city continues to work to identify funding
for the Police Station remodel and public gathering
space that were not included in the bond that pays
for a new City Hall and Police Station addition. Stay
tuned for information about the next open house.
Please contact Assistant City Manager Stephen
Clifton at (425) 744-6209 or sclifton@ci.mlt.wa.us for
more information.
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Council Highlights

July

• Presentation of Check from Snohomish County
Council Vice-Chair Terry Ryan for 214th Street
Sidewalk Project
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish
County for 214th Sidewalk Grant
• Civic Campus Design Process Update
• Town Center Economic Development Opportunities
Panel (Discussion with Planning Commission and
Economic Vitality & Town Center Task Force)
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Edmonds
School District for Facility Access
• Reviewed Town Center Park
• Reviewed Legislative Agenda
• Reviewed 2018 Second Quarter Police Department Report
• Quarterly Discussion and Update of City Council Goals
• Updated on Comprehensive Plan Amendment Process
• Reviewed and Approved On Call Survey Contracts
• Reviewed Interim Parking

June

Swim & Dance at the Pavilion
September starts a new quarter of swimming lessons at the Mountlake Terrace
Pool. It’s an important safety skill. It’s a low impact sport. It’s a great workout and
you can participate for the rest of your life.
Aquatics offers programs for parents/tots; preschool age; school age; competitive
levels, adaptive and adults. These are offered 7 days per week including morning
lessons weekdays twice a week, Friday, Saturday and Sunday once a week and twice a
week in the afternoon/evening on Monday & Wednesday or Tuesday & Thursday.
Registration will open to Mountlake Terrace residents on September 5. Both
online and in person registration will open to non-residents on September 6.
Those who are participating in the last sessions of summer lessons will have the
opportunity to register during the last week of their swimming lessons. In person
registration hours are 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. If you have any questions, call the
Pavilion at (425) 776-9173.
The start of the new school year brings the beginning of the new dance year as
well! MLT Dance offers classes to meet all ages and abilities. You can register now!
Mountlake Terrace Dance Academy has a full year program for beginners through
advanced levels, ages 3.5 – 19. The program includes Creative Dance, Ballet, Jazz,
Tap, Lyrical, Hip Hop and combination classes. Dancers register in person by
semester or for the whole year. Pick up a registration packet at the front desk or go
to our dance webpage at www.mltrec.com/435 and print the forms at home.
The city also offers Quarterly Dance classes for preschoolers, kindergarteners,
teens and adults in Creative Dance, Pre-Ballet, Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Flamenco and
Ballroom styles. Registration is online or with the front desk at (425) 776-9173,
extension 0.
If you’re uncertain what class to register your dancer in, call Program Director
Chloe Davenport for placement at (425) 640-3107. To view all our dance classes go
to our interactive brochure at www.crazedigital.org and turn to pages 15-17 or pick up
the Craze magazine at the Pavilion located at 5303 228th Street SW.
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• Updated on Lynnwood Link Extension Project by
Sound Transit
• Adopted 2018-2020 City Council Goals
• Approved Agreement for On Call Construction
Material Testing Services
• Approved KPG Contract Supplement No. 13 for
Main Street Project
• Adopted Public Works Fee Schedule Resolution
• Public Hearing and Adopted Water Comprehensive Plan
Ordinance and Amendment to Comprehensive Plan
• Reviewed and Approved School Resource Officer
Interlocal Agreement
• Reviewed Critical Areas Regulations Ordinance
• Reviewed Contract Supplement with MSA to
Conduct Water Rate Study
• Reviewed and Approved City Council Subcommittee
Recommendation for Board and Commission
Member Appointments
• Recognition of Legislative District 1 Senator Guy
Palumbo and Representatives Derek Stanford and
Shelley Kloba for Main Street Project and Ballinger
Park Funding
• Recognition of Mountlake Terrace High School
Baseball Team
• Authorized City Manager to Execute Supplemental
Contract with MSA to Conduct Water Rate Study
• Public Hearing and Adopted Critical Areas
Regulations Ordinance
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MLT Hawks Garner Honors and Awards

Members of the Mountlake Terrace High School Boys Baseball Team that finished second in the State Championship Tournament were
recognized by the City Council along with other groups from the school. Congratulations also to the Hawkeye Program, Jazz I Band, and
Robotics Team for your tremendous awards and accomplishments!

Economic Vitality and Town Center Task Force
On April 2, the City Council appointed
eleven individuals with varied experience and
backgrounds to serve on an Economic Vitality
and Town Center Task Force. The purpose of
the Task Force is to assist and advise the city’s
consultant, SCJ Alliance, in identifying and
developing recommended updates to the city’s
Economic Vitality Strategy, development
codes and Town Center Subarea Plan to support and encourage the types of development
desired by the community. A specific focus
is on the Town Center Subarea. To date, the
Task Force has conducted five meetings and
all of their meetings are open to the public.
Over 40 people attended a May 15 public
workshop on Economic Vitality and Town

Center Planning at the Mountlake Terrace
Library. The goal of the workshop was to
obtain input from the community on potential
updates to the city’s Town Center Subarea
Plan and Economic Vitality Element of the
Comprehensive Plan.
As part of this process, the city hosted a
panel discussion consisting of real estate professionals, urban economists, development
professionals and architects on July 12. Panelists presented information and answered
questions about factors these professions
take into consideration when identifying
development opportunities, planning and
implementing projects, facilitating economic
vitality, developing within certain markets

and market cycles, and creating livable and
lively environments.
SCJ Alliance and the Task Force will also
conduct an open house tentatively scheduled
in August or September. This fall/winter, they
will submit recommendations to the Planning Commission and City Council for their
consideration. Everyone is encouraged to participate in the discussion about the future of the
community and the Town Center area.
For more information about the Economic
Vitality and Town Center planning process, please
visit the city’s website at www.cityofmlt.com/1936
or contact the Community and Economic Development Department at (425) 744-6281.

Community’s Bond Rating Upgraded
When you borrow money, banks look at your credit score to see how
much of a risk it will be to lend to you. The better your score, the lower
a risk, and the lower interest rate you pay on your loan.
The same is true for cities. When a city borrows money for projects,
such as the Civic Campus, lenders want to know what kind of risk
loaning to the city will be. Instead of a credit score, cities receive a
“bond rating.”
Standard & Poor’s (S&P), a bond rating company, recently reviewed
the city’s finances and concluded that Mountlake Terrace is a strong
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community when it comes to the policies in place to ensure we can
operate and repay our loans. S&P rated Mountlake Terrace with a rating
of “AA+” which is the second highest rating the company provides.
S&P noted that the city has sound financial policies and practices,
including the City Council quarterly reviewing finances and using a
six-year forecasting model. This high rating led to the bonds for the
Civic Campus having an interest rate of approximately 3.89 percent,
well below the estimated average rate of 4.9 percent in 2017.
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Development Activity Continued From Page 1

Sound Transit Artist’s Rendering of the future Mountlake Terrace Station at 236th Street and I-5 revealed at its June Open House.

two years, with the other two anticipated for completion before light
rail service begins in 2024. Sound Transit is working on final design
of the station with conceptual drawings shown at an open house
in June.
Phase 1 of the Main Street Revitalization project is now fully funded
thanks to our state and federal partners! This project will improve the
236th Street corridor from the Transit Center to 56th Avenue W.
Funding for Phase 2 (56th Avenue from 236th Street to 230th Street)
is still being sought, however construction of Phase 1 is now underway.
At the intersection of Main Street Phases 1 and 2, planning for Atlas
236 (5503 236th Street SW) is in progress. This project is a 217,619
square foot, five story mixed-use building including 151 residential
units and 9,797 square feet of ground floor commercial space.
Commercial spaces are located on the ground floor facing 56th Avenue
W and 236th Street SW (none on 55th Avenue W). The applicant has
submitted plans for review prior to permits being issued.
Further to the north at the former Red Onion restaurant location,
Wingate (23209 56th Avenue W) will be a new four-story, 48,920
square foot, mixed-use building with 42 residential units, 9,063 square
feet of commercial space, and underground parking. Access to the site
will be from 56th Avenue. Frontage improvements along 56th Avenue
include a pedestrian activity area and public plaza space. The applicant
looks forward to construction in 2019.
In the heart of the Town Center, the owner of Rogers Market property has no current plans submitted with the city. Nearby, however,
is the Civic Campus project that includes a new 18,000 square foot
City Hall and 3,100 square foot Police Station expansion that is under
design with the community participating in a second open house in
mid-July. This project will bring city services back to the Town Center
at 232nd Street SW and 58th Avenue W. The new City Hall will be
constructed on the vacant city-owned property with the Library, Police
Station and Fire Station. Final drawings will be shown at a community
meeting in October with bid documents prepared and ready for the

cityofmlt.com

beginning of next year. Construction is anticipated to begin in spring
or summer of 2019.
Mountlake Terrace Elementary School (22001 52nd Avenue W)
was closed for the 2017-18 school year and the new 63,800 square foot
K-6 school facility is anticipated to be completed in time for the 2018-19
academic year. Construction crews have been working seven days a
week on the project and framing, roofing, electrical, mechanical, and
plumbing activities are ongoing.
On the eastside of the city, Terrace at Park West (21309 48th Avenue
W) includes five buildings containing a combined total of 27 townhome units. Associated vehicle circulation road, utilities, landscaping,
and pedestrian amenities will surround each building. The construction of the townhome units is ongoing with a large volume of building
and site inspections taking place.

2015 Conceptual drawing of Terrace Station project
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Premera and the Power of Volunteers

Premera Blue Cross does many good things to support the Mountlake
Terrace community and the city would like to make sure their efforts do
not go unrecognized. For over 20 years, Premera has been the principal
financial supporter of the city’s National Night Out Against Crime
event that is provided free to our residents and guests each year!
Premera has supported a number of other community groups in-

How to Wash Your Car
and Avoid Water Pollution
With summer in full gear, your vehicle may need to be washed! You
can wash your vehicle sensibly while keeping your soap, oil, heavy
metals, and other pollutants from running into local creeks or Lake
Ballinger. Even using biodegradable soaps can harm local water bodies,
since just like standard soaps, biodegradable soaps can injure fish gills
and skin.
Car wash water that runs into a yard drain or street catch basin does
NOT go to a sewer treatment plant like wastewater inside your house.
It is not uncommon to receive complaints that the creek is full of soap
suds, especially after it rains after a dry period. In most cases, people
washing their cars are not aware that the storm drain where their wash
water ended up was connected directly to the creek.
What can you do instead? Use a commercial car wash, where the
wash water drains to the sanitary sewer or wash on grass or a landscaped
area, where the water can filter into the ground. If your driveway drains
to an area where the wash water can infiltrate, that works too. Try using
a hose with a shut-off valve to reduce runoff and dump your soapy water
out in the sink.
For charity car washes, borrow a car wash kit from the city to avoid
polluting local creeks and lakes. Contact Laura Reed, Stormwater
Program Manager, at lreed@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6226 for questions
or more information.
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cluding the Mountlake Terrace Business
Association for the former farmers market, the Senior/Community Center,
and the Rotary Hispanic Homework
Center just to name a few.
Every year, Premera employees have
donated their time and talents to a variety of park improvement projects. This
year they really increased their efforts by
starting a volunteer program from May
through July to work in our parks. Their
efforts have resulted in painted picnic
tables, benches and gazebos, pruning,
litter patrol, and weed pulling. The City
of Mountlake Terrace is grateful for all
of the community support provided by
Premera Blue Cross and its employees.
In addition to Premera’s volunteer
efforts, our city has many other unsung
heroes. Pastor Riley Taylor and Calvary
Church have been regularly volunteering to help with park and trail clean up
efforts and with some of the special events in our city like the July 3
fireworks event. Creekside Church also has provided their facility for
parking and shuttle service to that event the past few years.
The Mountlake Terrace Garden Club plants and maintains the
flower beds at our entryways along with the Alderwood-Terrace Rotary
Club. Numerous scout groups, Eagle Scout candidates, sports teams,
and church/service organizations have been improving our parks for
more than a decade as highlighted in many issues of this newsletter.
And the power of our residents who volunteer on our boards and
commissions or just attend one park clean up per year is amazing.
Whether you made a regular weekly or monthly contribution of your
time or just helped out one weekend, you helped make a difference and
improve our community. Thank you for your participation!

Park Clean Up Event on September 15
The Recreation Park Advisory Commission (RPAC) and the Neighborhood Park Improvement Subcommittee (NPIS) invite the community to join them for a park cleanup event on September 15 that commemorates National “Day of Service”.
Volunteers should meet at the Recreation Pavilion parking lot (5303
228th Street SW) in comfortable work clothes, with gardening gloves
and tools in hand by 9:00 a.m. The event continues until approximately
1:00 p.m.
Groups should register with Parks and Property Management Superintendent Ken Courtmanch, in advance, so assignments can be planned
accordingly. Contact Mr. Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811. Please come
and join this community cleanup effort – rain or shine.
For more information about these events or other volunteer opportunities, please call Ken Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811 or access the
City’s website at www.cityofmlt.com.

Mountlake
Terrace

CityHappenings

Hazel Miller Grant Provides
New Playground Funding
The City of Mountlake Terrace was recently awarded a $250,000
grant from the Hazel Miller Foundation to build a universally
accessible ADA playground on the southeast side of Ballinger
Park. “The new Hazel Miller Playground will be much larger and
easier to access for families of all abilities,” said Recreation and
Parks Director Jeff Betz. “Thank you to the Foundation for their
generous contribution to this regional park.”
The new play area will be approximately 7,000 square feet
and include ramps, transfer platforms, slides, climbing walls,
interpretive historical or environmental signage, various free
standing play elements, shade, education elements, ADA
surfacing and borders. It will replace the small structure currently
located in the park near the ballfields to the north. The city is
pursuing a matching grant from the state for $250,000 to aid in
design and construction costs as well. A new walking path being
constructed will allow ADA access to the playground and new
ADA restrooms will be built nearby.
The city will undertake a community-wide process to design
the playground, create new branding for signage in the 55acre park, and develop a theme for the playground and the
park itself.
Inclusive playgrounds have been a growing trend nationally
due to the emphasis being placed on accessibility. Universal
design considers the wide spectrum of human abilities. It aims
to exceed minimum standards to meet the needs of the greatest
number of people.
Mountlake Terrace has completed a community-driven
master plan for Ballinger Park that includes an “active” side
with play areas and picnic shelters, integrated with a “passive”
side focused on ecosystem restoration. Total design and
construction costs for the entire park are $12.5 to $15 million
to be phased in over several years. This project benefits not
only South Snohomish County but the entire region and

An example of the potential design of the future Hazel Miller Playground
at Ballinger Park

requires a multi-year funding effort with many funding partners.
The city has made progress towards securing federal funding by working with
the Army Corps of Engineers to complete the creek restoration components of
the project. The city has also been awarded a State Recreation Conservation
Office grant of $500,000 to install a new fishing pier, boat dock, boat ramp,
ADA restrooms and a walking path on the east side of the park for a project total
of $1.163 million slated for completion by 2021.
The Hazel Miller Foundation serves Edmonds and South Snohomish County.
The Edmonds-based nonprofit was established as a trust by Hazel Miller who, with
her husband Morris Miller, was committed to helping their local community. The
Foundation’s mission is to support programs and projects that serve the public’s
benefit, especially in the areas of education and youth services, poverty alleviation
and hunger, civic and community services and amenities, the environment,
diversity, culture, and the arts.

What Do I Need To Know About Removing Trees?
Homeowners who want to properly care for,
or remove, trees on their property may wonder what they can do and whether a permit
is required. The recent adoption of updated
critical areas regulations may have added to
their questions.
In general, single-family properties do not
need a permit to remove a tree themselves.
If many trees will be removed, the ground
becomes disturbed by equipment, dragging
branches and stump removal, and a clearing
and grading permit may be needed.
To remove a tree located in an environmentally sensitive or critical area, you may or may
not need prior review and approval by the

city. A critical area includes steep or unstable
slopes, heavily wooded areas, and areas next
to a stream, wetland, or flood zone. Trees in
these areas help reduce landslide potential
and erosion. Tree removal in these areas is
possible, but may require extra steps and
tree replacement.
Trees that are a hazard or dangerous are
exempt from prior review and can be removed
at any time, including trees located in a critical
area. A hazard tree is one that poses an imminent risk of damage to private property – such
as when a tree is dead or diseased or could fall
down at any time. However, for trees in critical areas, the condition of the tree should be
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documented with photographs and replaced
with young trees.
To find out if your property may be in a critical
area, view an online map at www.cityofmlt.com/
DocumentCenter/View/9853. Note that even if
your property is not on the map, there may still
be a sensitive area on the property – usually a
steep slope. Please contact the city directly at
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us or call (425) 776-1161. It
is best to contact the city before you do any
work. Contractors must have a valid city business license, which ensures they are licensed
and bonded by the state. For more information, visit our critical areas update webpage at
www.cityofmlt.com/1860.
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If you haven’t visited Arts of the Terrace Juried Art Show, this is the year! Celebrating its
40th show, come and see why this is one of the major juried art shows in the Pacific Northwest.
Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts Commission and the Friends of the Arts, this show
takes place September 22 - October 7 at the Mountlake Terrace Library, 23300 58th Avenue
West. It is a great opportunity to purchase beautiful works of art for your home.
Categories include paintings, prints, drawings, miniatures, calligraphy, 3-Dimensional
and Artisan works. This year’s jurors are Joanne Shellan for Paintings, Prints, Drawings, and
Miniatures; Kelly Atkinson for Photography; and Alecia Rossano for 3-Dimensional and Artisan
works and Suzie Beringer for Calligraphy.
Prizes include over $5,000 in cash awards. Entry deadline
is August 30, 2018. For more information visit the Friends of
the Arts website www.MLTArts.org or call (425) 771-7068 for
more information.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
August 8, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
September 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
October 17, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

