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Main Street Revitalization Project
Phase 1 Under Construction
On December 17, the City Council awarded the contract to construct
Phase 1 of the Main Street Revitalization Project to Interwest Construction
Inc. (ICI) for approximately $9,100,000. This multimodal project
reconstructs the deteriorating pavement along 236th Street SW from I-5
to 56th Avenue W. Once completed, the roadway will provide one travel
lane in each direction, a two-way center turn lane, and bike lanes. The
improvements also include wider sidewalks with trees, decorative LED
pedestrian and street lighting consistent with Town Center standards, and
relocating existing overhead utilities underground.
The project also upgrades the 56th Avenue W traffic signal, installs
a new signal at Gateway Boulevard constructed by the Terrace Station
development, and underground facilities for the future traffic signal at
the 236th/58th intersection. This signal will be needed later as Town
Center redevelopment occurs.
Since Sound Transit’s light rail construction activity could damage
Main Street Project improvements, lower cost materials such as
temporary asphalt will be used and features such as the decorative street
lights will be later installed by Sound Transit.

2017 Conceptual Drawing
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Main Street Phase 1 construction is fully funded by a federal Surface
Transportation Program grant, two State Legislative Appropriations, a
Transportation Improvement Board grant and the city’s utility funds.
Also, the funds and the features of this project were leveraged by the
city for Sound Transit to award up to $2 million towards the Gateway
Plaza (see article on page 7) and future improvements to the Veterans
Memorial Park Trail.
Construction of Phase 1 by ICI and their subcontractors is expected
throughout 2019. Clearing and underground work is likely to begin
early in the year. Then overhead power and other utilities will relocate
their wiring into the underground conduits installed by the city’s
contractor. Finally, roadway construction and restoration to impacted
properties is anticipated to begin during the summer. Both directions
of 236th Street SW will typically remain open throughout construction
but full closures of the roadway (with local access coordinated with each
property) will occur at various times. Stay up to date throughout the
project by visiting www.cityofmlt.com/208 or following the city’s social
media sites.
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Jerry Smith Leaves Legacy in MLT
In mid-December, the Mountlake Terrace Jerry & wife Judi in 2016
community awakened to sad news when it
learned that long-time Mayor and Councilmember Jerry Smith had passed away in his
sleep. He was 77 years old.
Smith leaves quite a legacy in the community
after taking office in January of 2002 and
serving as Mayor since 2004. The longesttenured Mayor in the city’s history, Mountlake
Terrace made great progress in its revitalization
under his leadership. One of the key highlights
includes adoption of the 2007 Town Center
Plan that is in the midst of being updated after
a year-long public process.
Other highlights include Mayor Smith’s relentless leadership testifying at Sound Transit
Board meetings and imploring other Councilmembers to join him to extend light rail into
Snohomish County when it was planned to end
at Northgate. Mayor Smith travelled to Olympia and Washington, D.C. on many occasions
to work with the state and federal delegations
that resulted in over $20 million in funding to
Mountlake Terrace. These funds have resulted
in replacing the city’s aging infrastructure, park and street improve- old having been MTYAA Youth Soccer President for 25 years and he
ments, and major projects such as the Main Street Revitalization Project was one of the founding members of the Mountlake Terrace Seniors
and implementation of the Ballinger Park Master Plan.
Group. He frequently donated crab from his fishing boat and generously
A veteran of the United States Army, Smith lived a life of service that supported many causes over the years including law enforcement
included 18 years with the Seattle Police Department and a multitude fundraisers, the arts, and the seniors among many others. Mayor Smith
of regional intergovernmental boards most notably SNOCOM 911 was regularly seen in the gym at Mountlake Terrace High School boys’
Board, Snohomish County Emergency Radio System (SERS) Board, basketball games to watch the team under Coach Nalin Sood, his longLake Ballinger Watershed Forum, Community Transit Board of time friend Vic Sood’s son who grew up playing soccer with Jerry’s son
Directors and Evergreen State Fair Board, chairing many of them.
Scott Smith. He often ensured the city’s annual City Council retreat did
Many people may not know that Jerry Smith and his wife of 56 not interfere with the state tournament in March.
years, Judi, founded Tour de Terrace in 1993 because they wanted
A memorial was held in late January with a reception following at the
to put Mountlake Terrace on the map by bringing Seafair to the city. Nile Shrine where Jerry served as a member. “Having worked with Mayor
They believed Tour de Terrace would help establish community pride Smith for 17 years while he was on the City Council, I cannot think of
and celebrate the city’s 40th anniversary in 1994. The Smith family another person that made such a widespread and positive impact upon
continues to plan and coordinate the three day-long summer Seafair this community,” stated City Clerk/Community Relations Director
festival each July. Additionally, Jerry, Judi and the Tour de Terrace Virginia Olsen. “He moved things forward after decades of stalemates.
volunteers began the Tree Lighting Ceremony and the same core group And now Mountlake Terrace has reinvented itself with an updated Town
continues to serve cookies, cocoa and coffee each year.
Center Plan, light rail coming soon, and a myriad of projects in the works,
Mayor Smith is also well-known for his service to the young and the and yet it remains a friendly and welcoming community full of pride.
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Council Highlights

January

Mountlake Terrace in Motion
Swim Lesson Registration!
Come on in, the water is fine! Our warm water pool makes learning to swim
fun. Registration for our swimming lesson program began January 30 for residents and January 31 for everyone else. These options are available both online
and in person at the Recreation Pavilion. Lessons on weekdays will run from
February 4 - February 27 on Mondays & Wednesdays and from February 5 –
February 28 on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Weekend sessions include February 22
- March 29 for Friday classes; February 23 - March 30 for Saturday classes; and
February 24 – March 31 for Sunday lessons.
To register online, please set up an account at www.mltrec.com then follow the
links. It should only take a few minutes. If unsure which level class to place children in, come to the Pavilion to have a swim placement test by one of our coordinators. For more information about placement or how to register for classes, call
the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173, extension 0.
For Edmonds School District students, remember to use your third grade swim
voucher that was distributed in December. If you have a non-swimmer there are
vouchers available for beginning/level 1 swim lessons for non-swimmers in Edmonds School District K-12. These are made possible through a generous grant
from Verdant Health Commission. To arrange a swim evaluation contact the
aquatic staff at (425) 776-9173, extension 1120.

Sign Up for Spring Sports!
Play ball! Spring softball begins on March 18 and registration opened in January. Put your team together and join in the fun! 30 teams in five divisions will play
8 games over a 10 week season. Men’s leagues are Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Coed leagues play Sundays, Mondays and Wednesdays. The fee is $488 per team.
Spring basketball leagues begin play on April 8. Registration begins February
1. We will have 25 teams in 3 divisions that each play 10 games in 10 weeks.
Games are played on Mondays (Recreational) or Wednesdays (Recreational and
Intermediate). The fee is $610 per team.
Spring volleyball leagues begin April 2 and registration begins February 1.
There will be 16 teams, 2 divisions, 10 matches for each team in 10 weeks, including some doubleheaders. Matches are on Tuesdays. The fee is $320 per team. To
register, call the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173, extension 0.

Summer Camp Registration Begins March 4
Summer Camp registration is on the way! Don’t miss early registration on
March 4 so you can secure the camp week and activity of your choice. Options
include aquatic, dance, fitness, sports, and day camps for all ages and various
camp hours. Examples include Skyhawks Sport Camps, Tennis Camp, Hip Hop,
Ballet and Creative Dance Camps, Aqua Kids and full day camps with field trips
that offer before and after care options. Check with the Recreation Pavilion at
(425) 776-9173 or online at www.mltrec.com/summer and www.facebook.com/mltrec.
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• Election of Mayor Pro Tem for 2019
• Sound Transit Light Rail Update
• Reviewed Revisions to Wireless Telecommunication
Facilities Code
• Reviewed Lodging Tax Advisory Committee 2019
Funding Recommendation
• Appointments of Council Liaisons and Representatives
for Intergovernmental Boards
• Updated on City Council Goals
• Girl Scout and Eagle Scout Recognition
• Update from Snohomish Health District
• Public Hearing and Adopted Revisions to Wireless
Telecommunication Facilities Code Amendments
• Approved Professional Services Agreement with FCS
Group for Stormwater Rate Study
• Adopted Lodging Tax Advisory Committee 2019
Funding Recommendation
• Reviewed Transportation Master Plan
• Discussed City Council Retreat Dates
• Reviewed City Council Meeting Schedule
• Introduction of Snohomish County Deputy Prosecuting
Attorney Adam Cornell
• Reviewed Legislative Agenda

December
• Economic Alliance Snohomish County Annual Report
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2019-2020 Biennial
Budget Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Creekside Meadows
Preliminary PUD & Preliminary Plat
• Public Hearing and Adopted Water Utility Rate Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Amendment to Impact
Fees Ordinance
• Reviewed Main Street Revitalization Project Bids
• Reviewed and Adopted 2018 Budget Amendments
• 2018 Third Quarter Police Department Report
• Approved Contract for Purchase and Implementation of
Enterprise Content Management System
• Approved 2019 Professional Services Contract with the
Johnston Group for Federal Lobbying Services
• Approved 2019 Professional Services Contract with
Gordon Thomas Honeywell Governmental Affairs
• Presentation with Planning Commission and Economic
Vitality & Town Center Task Force
• Approved Interlocal Agreement for the 2019-2023
Waterfowl Management Program
• Awarded Construction Contract for the 220th Adaptive
Signal Project
• Adopted State Business License Ordinance
• Approved Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with
Edmonds School District for an Electronic Reader
Board Sign
• Public Hearing and Adopted Stormwater
Comprehensive Plan
• Awarded Construction Contract for Main Street
Revitalization Project
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Rates Support Clean, Safe and Reliable Water

Most of the City’s water system was installed in the 1950’s and 60’s.

The city takes the business of providing clean, safe and reliable water
to you as one of our highest priorities. New water rates were recently
adopted that will enable the city to continue providing a high quality
water supply.
The new water rates follow a multi-year planning process. The process
started with the development of the city’s 2018 Comprehensive Water
System Plan (CWSP). The CWSP established the levels of service necessary to maintain our system and meet state and federal requirements.
The CWSP also identifies future projects necessary to replace our aging
infrastructure. The cost of operating the system, together with the cost
of replacing pipes, is the total cost to operate the water utility.
After the CWSP was completed, the next step in the process was to
conduct a rate study to identify how we would collect enough revenue
to cover total costs. The CWSP identified that revenues would need to
increase by an average of 90 percent in 2019. The rate study looked at
equity between customer classes like residential and commercial. Then
the individual classes were examined to determine equity between the
different customers in the same class.
There were a couple of areas where inequities were identified, and
the new rate structures address these. For example, before the rate
change every customer paid the same flat rate independent of meter
size. That means that a large customer with a large meter was paying the
same flat rate as a single family home. However, the cost to provide the
water capacity for the larger meter is significantly higher, meaning those
with large meters should pay more. The new rate structure does this.
Another area that the new rates will address is irrigation. Irrigation
during the high use summer months is a determining factor in how
big our water pipes need to be. Lots of irrigation demand means bigger
and more expensive pipes. Irrigation water consumption rates are
increasing to reflect the cost of providing water capacity during the
high summer demands.
Here is a summary of major billing changes: 1) Most homeowners
should see their bill go up by a little over $20 a month; 2) Customers
with irrigation meters will see higher water costs; and 3) Customers
with larger meters will see significant increases to the flat rate portion
of their bill.
More detailed information can be found on the city’s website at
www.cityofmlt.com/337.

Why Is It Costing More To Provide Water?
There are several elements that affect the cost of the city’s water
system; one of the primary factors is the age of our water system. The
majority of the water system was originally installed in the 1950s and
1960s and is now approaching 65-70 years old, the end of its useful life.
The need to replace these pipes is a driving factor in the city’s capital
replacement program. The water system replacement program makes
up the largest portion of the water rate increase.
In addition, construction costs are rising faster than overall inflation
due to the demand from the number of construction projects in the
Puget Sound area and tariffs have been placed on construction materials.
Next, the city purchases water from the Alderwood Water & Waste-
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water District, and the purchase of our water makes up 30 percent of
the utility’s costs. These water costs are also rising faster than the rate
of inflation.
Capital Improvement Fee revenues (fees paid by new developments)
did not come in as projected over the past several years due to the slow
recovery from the recession.
And finally, the federal government’s funding of water systems has
gone down over the past few decades, resulting in an increased reliance
on local governments for system funding. All of the factors above
contributed to the need to raise the water rates.
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Collaboration at Candy Cane Park
A ribbon cutting event for the new swing set at Terrace Creek Park,
affectionately known as “Candy Cane” Park (23200 48th Avenue W),
was held on Saturday, December 8. The project included replacing the
old swing set with a new one and painting it with “candy cane” striping.
It was a wonderful collaboration of scouts, their parents, a donation
from CARSTAR Collision, and the city.
Girl Scout Troop 41246, including Stephanie Kha, Neeva Shrestha,
Holland Hornaday, and Jessie Tong with Troop Leader Heather Margo,
were working toward their Silver Award and decided to paint the new
swing set for Terrace Creek Park. The swing sets only come in solid colors
so the city purchased a red one and the Troop taped and masked the
swing set and CARSTAR Collision generously donated a professional
paint job to help keep the “candy cane” theme.

At about the same time, Eagle Scout Candidate Jared Popelka wanted
to do a park project for his Eagle candidacy so he installed the new swing
set. Jared worked with about 25 volunteer Boy Scouts from Troop 288
and their parents to complete the installation.
The first play structure set in the park was painted with red and
white stripes shortly after the city incorporated in late 1954. Two years
later, the Lady Lions Club donated two new metal play structures with
a swing set and a two-level climber and kept the red and white painted
theme. The children nicknamed the park “Candy Cane Park” and the
city has kept the theme and tradition alive ever since.
In addition to the play area, Candy Cane Park features a one-mile
trail, a gazebo, an 18-hole disc golf course and large open grassy area.
Come and visit Candy Cane Park!

2019-2020 Biennial Budget Highlights
The 2019-2020 Biennial Budget was adopted on December 7 after
the City Council spent three months reviewing it with the community.
In City Manager Scott Hugill’s budget message, he thanked the
community for supporting ballot measures in 2016 and again in
2017. Those two measures secure ongoing funding for recreation
programs, paid for interim City Hall rent while the city worked with the
community on a new plan for City Hall, and funded construction of a
new Civic Campus project that will bring City Hall back to the Town
Center area and provide additional space for the Police Department.
These measures played a key role in helping the city recover after nearly
a decade of paying rent on Interim City Hall and other impacts suffered
during the recession.
Mr. Hugill credited the City Council for their leadership involving
the community in the City Hall Advisory Committee process and
strengthening relationships with the community by attending open
houses, city events, Coffee with the City, and regional meetings.
Although finances were tight, the Council made tough decisions and
fostered positivity in the community.
The City Manager thanked employees who went through seven years
of “control budgets,” where even though the Council had adopted a
level of spending in the budget, there was not sufficient revenue to pay
for that spending and vacant positions went unfilled. Throughout this
time, employees continued to pick up the work of staffing vacancies while
maintaining positive attitudes in their interactions with the community.
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Some of the project highlights of the Adopted 2019-2020 Biennial
Budget include construction of Main Street Phase I (236th), continuation of Main Street Revitalization Phase II design/right-of-way phases
(56th), 220th Adaptive Signal Project, upgrading curb ramps to meet
ADA standards, updating the Transportation Master Plan, recoating
the water reservoir, and constructing new water mains.
Highlights in community and economic development include
improving and streamlining the permitting process, implementation of
electronic application submittal, marketing the Town Center, updating
Town Center design standards, and coordination with Sound Transit
to facilitate placement of light rail facilities.
Community outreach efforts include a website redesign, electronic
scanning and management of paper records for more efficient response
to public records requests, advertising to generate economic development, and design and construction of the new City Hall, Police Station
addition and Town Center Park/Plaza. The Police Department will also
continue its efforts to participate in events and provide community
outreach, and focus on educating the public about the negative effects
of nuisance properties.
The city will continue its support of special events including Tour de
Terrace, National Night Out, 3rd of July Fireworks, Evergreen Awards
and the Tree Lighting Ceremony to name a few. A community satisfaction survey will also be conducted later this year to establish community priorities and develop the workplan and City Council goals.
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ATLAS 236 Commences Construction
Construction has begun on a five-story mixed-use building
in the Town Center. It is located at 23511 56th Avenue W, on
the northeast corner of 56th Avenue and 236th Street SW. The
1.21 acre site extends the full width of the block between 55th
and 56th Avenues.
The sixty-five foot tall building consists of nearly 14,000 square
feet of commercial space on the ground floor facing 56th
Avenue and 236th Street, 151 residential units on the upper four
stories, and 189 vehicle and 197 bicycle parking spaces in the
understructure garage. Some of the parking is on the ground
level behind the commercial spaces to support those businesses.
Most of the required parking is on the underground parking level
below. Both levels of the garage are accessed from 55th Avenue.
Street frontage improvements will include street trees,
pedestrian-scale lighting of the 15-foot wide sidewalk and street
furnishings. The initial work is to excavate the garage parking
and protect the city streets with shoring while the foundation
walls are constructed. Construction is expected to be completed
in August 2020.

Winter Gala – Dance & Fundraiser
The city’s Dance Program is so thankful for our community,
we want to have a party with and for you! Saturday, February 16
from 6:00 -9:00 p.m., MLT Dance Academy and ROCKSTARS
Performing Company are hosting a dance for the whole family!
This fun-filled, semi-formal dance at the Ballinger Park
Clubhouse (23000 Lakeview Dr.) will include dance performances, ballroom dance lessons, party games, photo opportunities, desserts and an open dance floor!
Get your tickets in advance starting Monday, February 4
at the Recreation Pavilion, from a ROCKSTARS company
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member or online at www.mltrec.com/432. Tickets will also be
available at the event. The cost is $5 per person or $10 for a
family of up to four people. All proceeds go towards the Dance
Scholarship Fund. Each semester several dedicated dancers,
who otherwise might not get to participate in our city’s MLT
Dance Academy program, benefit from these funds.
Contact Dance Director Chloe Davenport for more information or to volunteer at (425) 640-3107 or cdavenport@ci.mlt.wa.us.
It’s going to be a ball!
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Civic Campus Project Design Continues
On November 14, 2018, the city hosted a third open house related sclifton@ci.mlt.wa.us for more information.
to the design and development of a new City Hall and Police Station
The Civic Campus Project is anticipated to break ground later this
addition. The projects will be built on city-owned property located at year and be completed in 2020.
the northeast corner of the Civic Campus at 232nd
Street and 58th Avenue West.
Over 60 residents attended to view a presentation and drawings by ARC Architects on a final
concept/scheme for the two buildings. Feedback
was very favorable with questions and input focusing mostly on safety, security, and materials used
for construction of the new facility. ARC Architects
is refining drawings related to the exterior and floor
plans and will soon be preparing cost estimates for
the project.
The Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission
followed with a presentation by MacLeod Reckord
on three concepts related to the public gathering
space aka Town Center Park/Plaza.
The city continues to work to identify funding for
the Police Station remodel that was not included in
the $12.5 million bond that pays for a new City Hall
and Police Station addition. Please contact Assistant
The November 14 open house featured updated concepts.
City Manager Stephen Clifton at (425) 744-6209 or

Public Provides Design Input on Gateway Plaza
A dozen community members attended a
public meeting hosted by the Recreation and
Parks Advisory Commission on Tuesday, December 11 to contribute their ideas to the design
of the Gateway Plaza located next to the future
light rail station on 236th Street SW just east
of I-5.
Otak, the landscape architect contracted by the
city to lead the design of this new park, facilitated
a discussion of three conceptual plans. These conceptual plans outlined very different concepts of
this 2,000 square foot hardscaped area.
The first concept incorporated a waterfall
feature labeled “City of Mountlake Terrace” in
the center of the plaza with granite slab seating.
The second concept had more greenery and a
lit “Mountlake Terrace” sign in the center. The
third concept was based on a community tree
being placed in the center with bench seating
and a large “M” sculpture on the east side of
the plaza. Many of the comments received
centered on combining concept ideas from all
One of the layout options displayed on January 15.
three options. The public also had the ability to
A final design will be forwarded to Sound Transit to construct along
comment online on these concepts.
A second public meeting was held on Tuesday, January 15 when a with the light rail station that is scheduled to open in 2024. Sound
singular concept was revealed. At that meeting, the public provided Transit will fund construction of the plaza through their agreement
with the city for pedestrian access enhancement.
input to determine material types.
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Task Force Recommends
Town Center Plan Update
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(425) 776-1161
PET LICENSES
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(425) 407-3999
POLICE BUSINESS
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PUBLIC WORKS
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PAVILION & POOL
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(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
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TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6213
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
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FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Task Force Chair Steve Cox discusses their recommendations at an open house.

The draft updated Town Center Subarea Plan, as recommended by the city’s volunteer Economic
Vitality and Town Center Task Force was presented at a public meeting in December. Over 60
people attended the joint meeting of the City Council, Planning Commission and the Task Force.
The presentation included an overview of the Town Center Plan update process as well as background information, existing conditions and issues identified in the Town Center; outreach efforts;
guiding principles and objectives for visioning; goals and policies related to land use, circulation,
urban design, and development incentives as well as potential implementation related to zoning
and design standards.
The Plan is still only in draft form and the next steps include
a public process before the Planning Commission and then again
before the City Council. To view upcoming Planning Commission
and City Council agendas, please visit www.cityofmlt.com/129 and
please help participate in shaping the final Plan.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
February 6, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
March 13, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
April 10, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

