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New Sidewalks & Safety
Features Coming Next Year
The city’s annual Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) was updated and adopted by the City Council in June, as
required by state law. Updates must also be incorporated into the city’s
Comprehensive Plan by amendment, replacing the previous year’s
TIP. Goals for the 2021-2026 TIP include continuing core programs
and retaining projects that are likely to receive outside funding such as
grants and appropriations.
Projects that are funded and scheduled to be completed in 2021
include the 216th Street SW/48th Avenue W Intersection and
Sidewalk Project, 214th Street Sidewalk Improvements, and the 66th
Pavement Reconstruction.
The 216th Street and 48th Avenue Project (pictured here) is funded
with $468,000 from Washington State Department of Transportation
Safe Routes to School and local matching funds in the amount of
$186,000. The project features new sidewalks along 216th Street and
48th Avenue, new crosswalk striping across all four legs of intersection,
and ADA ramps on each of corner of the intersection. On 48th
Avenue, new Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) will be
installed to improve safety. The project will be designed in 2020-2021
with construction happening next year.
The 214th Street Sidewalk Improvements Project (pictured below)
will take place along 44th Avenue to the north entrance to Mountlake
Terrace High School and complete the sidewalks on both sides of
the street. Funding includes $80,000 from Snohomish County to
complete the first connection and $255,000 will be sought from a 2020
Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) grant.
The city’s 66th Avenue West Pavement Reconstruction Project
received a $2,353,000 grant for design, construction, and project
administration funding by the Washington State Transportation
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Improvement Board. The total project cost is $3,058,900 and includes
pavement reconstruction and re-channelization between 220th Street
SW to the north city limits to provide bike lanes that begin to extend
bike facilities along 66th Avenue W.
The project also includes Interurban Trail improvements to enhance
trail crossing safety with curb bulbs and warning lights. A separate
water main replacement project within this same area will occur before
pavement reconstruction occurs and is funded by the city’s water utility.
Partnering the pavement reconstruction and
water main projects allows both to share some
costs. Dependent on grant funding, related to
the availability of Transportation Benefit District (TBD) funds and the outcome of Initiative
976, the pavement reconstruction project design
would occur in 2020 with construction in 2021.
Other funding is provided through the state gas
tax (TIB), Snohomish County Waste Transfer
mitigation, shared costs with utilities, and city
staff time.
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The City Council and city employees have been giving away face masks throughout the city including this grab & go meal event at the high school.

Council Designates CARES Funding for Community
The State of Washington is distributing up to $300 million in
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding
to cities and counties to help address local impacts of the COVID19 pandemic. Under this program, which provides funding based on
population, Mountlake Terrace is eligible to receive up to $647,000.
Based on the state’s guidance, the use of the funds must meet the
following criteria: 1) The expense is connected to the COVID-19 emergency; 2) The expense is necessary; 3) The expense is not filling a shortfall in government revenues; 4) The expense is not funded through
another budget line item, allotment or allocation, as of March 27, 2020;
and 5) The expense would not exist without COVID-19 or would be for
a “substantially different” purpose.
The funds are available on a reimbursement basis, meaning the city
must first incur the cost, and then seek reimbursement from the state by
September 30, 2020.
The City Council held several discussions about the funding and
provided direction to put the funds back into the community to help
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residents and small businesses. The funds will also be used to help pay
for the city’s changes in operations and complying with health and
safety requirements and guidelines.
Ultimately, the Council identified three broad programs for initial
use of the funds: 1) Safety with a focus on distributing face masks and
disinfectant to the community; 2) Assistance through contracts with
non-profit organizations to deliver food to residents, assist residents
with paying bills due to reduced income, childcare costs in order to
work, and job retraining; and 3) Small business grants to Mountlake
Terrace businesses to help them pay rent and to cover the cost of
reopening in a safe manner.
To address health and safety, the city has distributed face masks at
food banks, grab & go meal events at schools, and the senior center.
A citywide mailing of two masks per address is also planned and the
masks and mailing will be reimbursed with CARES Act funds. For
more information about the city’s response to COVID-19, please visit
www.cityofmlt.com/2060.
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National Day of Service Event
Tentatively Scheduled for September 12
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The Recreation Park Advisory Commission (RPAC) and the Neighborhood
Park Improvement Subcommittee (NPIS) invite the community to join them
for a park clean up event that coincides with the National “Day of Service” in
remembrance of September 11. This tenth annual “Fall Clean Up” is tentatively
scheduled for Saturday, September 12 at 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Volunteers should meet at Ballinger Park (23000 Lakeview Drive) at 9:00 a.m.
in comfortable work clothes, with gardening gloves and hand tools. Groups
should register with Parks and Facilities Superintendent Ken Courtmanch at
(425) 776-1811 or kcourtmanch@ci.mlt.wa.us. Please come and join this community
cleanup effort – rain or shine, if we are allowed to gather.

Please Be Courteous
and Leash Your Dogs
The city reminds our community that dogs are only allowed off leash at the
city’s off leash dog park located north of the Recreation Pavilion, at 5303 228th
Street SW. This area is open daily from dawn until dusk unless otherwise posted.
See park signage for COVID-19 updates.
Please note that Ballinger Park is NOT an off leash dog park and you should
not allow your dogs to walk, play or roam there without being leashed. It is a civil
violation for the owner or person having charge, care, custody or control of any
animal, with the exception of domestic, licensed cats, to allow such animal to
run at large.
Even if you believe your pet is friendly and does not cause trouble, other people
and their pets can feel threatened when your dog approaches them. Please be
courteous and keep your dogs leashed.
If you witness off leash dogs roaming in our city, please call 9-1-1 to report
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Updated on CARES Act Funds
Discussed Ballinger Clubhouse Lease Agreement
Adopted Coronavirus Relief Funds Resolution
Approved Interlocal Agreement with DSHS for
Community Settings Respite Care
Reviewed 2019 Fourth Quarter and 2020 First
Quarter Financial Reports
Discussed Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Commission
Reviewed City Departments Performance Measures
Reviewed Maintenance & Operation Agreement with
WSDOT for 236th Street SW & Van Ry Boulevard
Approved Agreement for Recreation, Parks & Open
Space Master Plan
Approved WSDOT Maintenance & Contribution
Agreements for 220th Street Adaptive Signals
Approved Contract for 66th Avenue
Reconstruction Design
Approved Agreement with Duane Hartman &
Associates for On-Call Survey & CAD Services

June
• Approved Agreement with PND Engineers for
Ballinger Park Water Elements Design
• Reviewed Flood Hazard Regulations Updates
• Discussed Uses for CARES Act Funds
• Public Hearing and Adopted Flood Hazard
Regulations Ordinance
• Update on Federal Response to Pandemic
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with DSHS for
Community Settings Respite Care
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2021-2026
Transportation Improvement Program Ordinance
• Reviewed and Approved Electronic Signature Policy
• Reviewed and Approved City Council Subcommittee
Recommendation for Board/Commission Members

if the situation is emergent or the non-emergency number
(425) 407-3999 for general reporting.
Failure to leash animals as required by city code is a civil
offense and offenders may be fined $200 per dog. The fourth
violation becomes a misdemeanor offense. In addition to
leashing your pets, please be responsible and pick up pet waste
so it does not end up in our streams and inconvenience others.
For questions, please contact Animal Control Officer
Elena McKee at (425) 744-6256 or emckee@ci.mlt.wa.us.
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City employees and City Council led food drive and mask giveaway efforts.

Acts of Kindness
This year has been challenging in many ways. We are facing a pandemic with families, individuals and businesses trying to stay afloat due
to the numerous impacts of COVID-19. We witnessed the senseless
killing of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police officers as
well as other acts of hatred in the news.
Despite all the negativity and seemingly endless conflicts played out
in the media each day, there are wonderful things happening. We thank
you for your positivity and looking after one another while learning and
helping your neighbors.
Although people may be tired of online meetings, events and holidays,

the upside is that when we are able to gather safely, we’ve learned new
ways to connect that some of us did not imagine before.
An example is “Virtual Coffee with the City” that has allowed our
community to participate in discussions with their local government
in the convenience and comfort of their home. And the Mountlake
Terrace Seniors Group has started “MLT Connections,” a way for our
community to check in on vulnerable or lonely seniors via telephone
and strengthen connections to offset the impacts of isolation.
Caring and creative residents in our community have taken the lead
to increase our connections and deliver aid to each other. These civic-

“Virtual Coffee” Makes Engagement Easier
One of the positive outcomes of the coronavirus outbreak is that
many of us have become more accustomed to attending meetings
remotely via telephone or online. Coffee with the City has been held
in person for several years and in June, the city held its first “virtual
coffee.” Attendance at the first virtual Coffee with the City was much
higher than past events held in person. In fact, we were so pleased
with the turnout, we plan to continue to hold more online events
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and evaluate if it is a better option for our community.
“It was great to see new faces and hear from residents that might
not otherwise be able to attend in person events,” stated City Clerk/
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “Holding virtual
coffee helps out folks who do not have transportation or childcare
or who may not be comfortable attending a city event in person.”
Coffee with the City is intended to be a casual conversation for
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Thank you to our residents for lifting up others and for permission to use your photos for this article!

During COVID-19
minded individuals established www.KeepMLTStrong.com, a partnership
of people and agencies with the goal of looking out after each other.
Through their website, you can either volunteer to help others, make a
donation, or ask for help. If you have not yet visited, please take a look
and see if it can be helpful to you or someone you know.
Another positive outcome of the times is better awareness of the
need for more care, kindness, patience and tolerance. There are lots of
examples including painting positive messages on rocks, writing chalk
messages on sidewalks, creating a “jurisdiction of silly walks” in front
of a home on 48th to generate smiles, delivering meals and flowers to

the community to ask questions, provide input on city services or just
listen to the conversation. The June “virtual coffee” featured City
Manager Scott Hugill and Police Chief Pete Caw who answered questions that focused heavily on Mountlake Terrace Police Department
policies and procedures. Those who attended asked great questions
and made a number of suggestions for the city to consider.
The next “Virtual Coffee with the City” is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12 at 6:00 p.m. Once again it will be held in a remote
format via Zoom teleconference with meeting information noted on
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friends, helping others with rides, sewing face masks, and donating
time and resources to good causes like our food banks.
In many ways, our community has become stronger through
COVID-19. Over the past few months, we have learned that together is
better, and stronger, than being apart. So get to know your neighbors
and meet the people in your community. Mountlake Terrace is a caring community and we want to keep our city healthy, safe, welcoming,
and vibrant. Thank you for being a part of the positive change that will
make Mountlake Terrace thrive.

the city’s website, www.cityofmlt.com/463. We will also announce the
information closer to the date on social media.
To ask a question or provide comments, please use the “hand
raise” tool within the Zoom program or press *9 if you are participating via phone. These actions will notify city staff that you would like
to speak. To facilitate an efficient “Coffee” and to avoid background
noise, speakers will be muted until it is their turn to speak.
Thank you for your partnership to keep our community safe and
welcoming for everyone!
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Police Department Transparency
Due to recent events around the country involving law enforcement,
the city has received several inquiries from community members regarding the Police Department’s policies and procedures. An important
goal of the department is to be transparent with community members,
and accordingly, the Police Department policy manual is now available
for viewing on the city’s website, www.cityofmlt.com/182.
This manual is essentially the framework for operations within
the Police Department. The manual provides guidance for officers
confronted with extraordinary events. It also communicates and
establishes expectations for maintaining a professional organization
and employee conduct. It is the philosophy of the Police Department
to provide service to the community in a respectful and trustworthy
manner. The manual has been designed and written with this criteria
at the forefront.
As previously stated, the policy and procedure contained within the
manual are guidelines for employees. The nature of police work and
what may be confronted by police officers on a daily basis is frequently
unpredictable. As a result it is unrealistic to design a manual capable
of providing specific direction for all circumstances. In these situations

officers are expected to utilize discretion, sound judgment and decision
making skills, while utilizing the manual as a reference to find the
best outcome possible. The manual is intended to be viewed from
an objective standard based upon the circumstances encountered by
officers at an incident.
Our policy and procedures are consistent with local, state and federal
laws and standards, as well as being identified as ‘best practice’. It is
the individual responsibility of all department members to review its
contents and comply with the rules and provisions contained therein.
It is also a living document, largely because law enforcement is an ever
evolving profession. In order to maintain consistency with law and
best practice, it is regularly reviewed for improvements and updated by
department leadership.
The future of law enforcement will be guided by collaboration and
communication with the community. Please take some time to review
our manual and learn about the processes in place for the Mountlake
Terrace Police Department. If you have questions or concerns, someone from Police Department leadership will be available to discuss
them with you. Please contact us at cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us.

Swim & Dance at the Pavilion
We have all been impacted by the COVID crisis
and all of the staff at the Recreation Pavilion are
ready to see your smiling faces again in the variety
of programs we offer. We are planning to run a
normal fall schedule but will be continuing to follow guidelines from the state and county health
departments. Please note that while we hope to
offer a full load of programs, all schedules and
classes are subject to change. We thank you for
your understanding and cannot wait to see you
back at the Pavilion!
September starts a new session of swimming lessons at the Recreation Pavilion. There are many reasons why you
should sign up a family member but here are a few to remember:
It’s an important safety skill.
It’s a low impact sport.
It’s a great workout and you can participate for the rest of your life!
We offer programs for many age groups and days including
parents/tots; preschool age; school age; adaptive and adults.
They are offered 7 days per week including morning lessons
on weekdays twice a week, Friday, Saturday and Sunday once a
week, and twice a week in the afternoon/evening on Monday &
Wednesday or Tuesday & Thursday. Lesson schedules are posted
online and available at the Recreation Pavilion a week in advance
of the registration dates.
Registration will open to Mountlake Terrace residents on September 2. Both online and in person registration will open to
everyone on September 3. We will have protective screenings for
all program registrations if the Pavilion is open at that time. Those
who are participating in the last sessions of summer lessons will
have the opportunity to register during the last week of their swim-
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ming classes. Register in person or online at www.mltrec.com. If you
have any questions, call the Pavilion at (425) 776-9173.
The start of the new school year brings the beginning of the new
dance year as well! Mountlake Terrace Dance offers classes to meet
all ages and abilities. You can register now! The Mountlake Terrace
Dance Academy has a full year program for beginners through
advanced levels, ages 3.5-19. The program includes Creative
Dance, Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Lyrical, and combination classes. Dancers
register in person by semester or for the whole year. Go to our
dance webpage at www.mltrec.com/435, print the forms, and mail
or email to the Pavilion at mltrecreation@mltwa.gov.
The city also offers Quarterly Dance classes for preschoolers,
kindergarteners, teens and adults in Creative Dance, Pre-Ballet,
Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Flamenco and Ballroom styles. Registration is
online or by calling the Pavilion’s front desk at (425) 776-9173. If
you’re uncertain what class to register your dancer in, call Program
Director Chloe Davenport for placement at (425) 640-3107. To
view all our dance class offerings, go to our interactive brochure
at www.crazedigital.org.
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Senior Center Available to Rent

MLT Senior Programs
Keep Members in Touch
Volunteers Needed
The Mountlake Terrace Seniors Group, like some of our other residents, have been in isolation since early March when the Community/
Senior Center (23000 Lakeview Drive) closed due to COVID-19. Over
the summer, centers around the county have been planning for safe
social distancing of senior programming once it is safe to reopen.
When COVID-19 closed things down, the Seniors Group started
making welfare calls to their members to make sure they were doing
okay. The Mountlake Terrace Seniors Group would like to expand this
program, called “MLT Connections”, to continue indefinitely. This
program is similar to being a pen pal but instead, you can be a phone
buddy to someone who is homebound.
“Our community is known for being friendly and welcoming, and
I’m hopeful folks will volunteer to connect with our homebound
population who are feeling lonely and isolated,” stated Community
Relations Director Virginia Olsen.
In addition to MLT Connections, the center is also starting “Fitness
in the Park,” a safe social distancing way to keep moving again over the
summer. To address food scarcity, volunteers from the Senior Center
along with Creekside Community Church are distributing “Grab and
Go” meals and face masks via drive through service in their parking lot
in August. Their goal is to distribute meals Monday through Friday and

The Mountlake Terrace Senior/Community Center, located at 23000
Lakeview Drive, is owned by the city and operated by the Mountlake
Terrace Seniors Group. In addition to serving the South Snohomish
County senior population, the facility also known as the Mickey
Corso Community Center (after the city’s former Recreation & Parks
Director) has a number of rooms available for the community to rent.
The most popular rental is the Lakeview Room, a 1,900 square
foot room featuring hardwood floors, audio/visual equipment, and
a sweeping view of Ballinger Park. Once large gatherings are allowed,
the Lakeview Room is a terrific venue for weddings and receptions,
birthdays, memorials and other social occasions. Additionally, the
Media Room accommodates up to 25 guests and the Founders Room
can accommodate meetings and events for about 20 people.
To view photos or find more information about reservations and
pricing, visit www.mltseniorcenter.net, email mltcscevents@gmail.com or
call (425) 672-2407.

Rent the Lakeview Room for your next event!

they ask that you please call or email them to check the days and time.
If you would like to donate face masks to the Senior Center, they would
be happy to receive them.
For more information on MLT Connections, Fitness in the Park,
Grab and Go Meal Program or to volunteer, please contact the Center
at mltcscdirector@gmail.com or 425) 672-2407.

Mountlake Terrace Freeway Station Closure
The Mountlake Terrace Freeway Station closed in early July for
Lynnwood Link construction for approximately four and a half months.
This will affect Sound Transit Express routes 510, 511, 512 and 513 and
Community Transit routes 410, 413, 415 and 435.
During this closure, riders can travel to and from downtown Seattle on a free temporary shuttle service. The new route will operate as
ST Express Route 508 – Mountlake Terrace Shuttle.
Riders heading to Seattle can board at Bay 3 on 236th Street SW.
The shuttle will serve along Stewart and 5th Avenue in the southbound
direction. Riders heading to Mountlake Terrace can catch the shuttle
along 4th Avenue and Olive Way in the northbound direction.

cityofmlt.com

7

6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200
PO Box 72
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSLETTER.

CityDirectory
ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256

PRESORTED STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAID
CITY OF MOUNTLAKE
TERRACE, WA

PRINTED WITH SOY BASED INKS.

New Park Projects Underway
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New LED lighting was installed this summer at Evergreen Playfield.

Several exciting park projects are currently underway. These projects will improve our city parks
and expand the recreational experience for all users.
Work has begun at Evergreen Playfield #1. This project will replace the existing dirt field with a
synthetic turf field, new LED lighting system, new fencing and access pathways. The new LED lights
were installed in June and the system uses over 50% less energy than the old system while reducing
the glare in the neighborhood.
Additionally, the 44 year-old restroom building at Ballinger
Park was decommissioned in July in anticipation of installing new
restrooms. The new building will have four family style restrooms
providing hot water access, energy efficient hands free fixtures,
electronic locking doors and an outdoor shower.
Both projects have been delayed due to COVID-19 for periods of
WEDNESDAY
time. The city is excited to see these new improvements installed for
August 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
our community!
TO BE
Jungle Room /
.
ED
IN
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DETE
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PLEASE CALL
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FIRST.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
Planning Commission

September 9, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room/
Virtual Via Zoom

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission

WEDNESDAY
October 14, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room/
Virtual Via Zoom

City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Check with City Hall about changes/cancellations.

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

