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Top Row, left to right: Alvaro Guillen, Karissa Richards, Gary Hale, Samatra Doyle
Bottom Row, left to right: Saboora Deen, William Paige Jr., Hannah Meier

New Commission’s Work
Begins With Inclusion
The city’s newly established Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
Commission held their first meeting in October. The Commission is
comprised of seven Mountlake Terrace residents: Saboora Deen, Samatra
Doyle, Alvaro Guillen, Gary Hale, Hannah Meier, William Paige Jr., and
Karissa Richards with Councilmember Steve Woodard serving as the
City Council’s liaison. The Commission has set their regular meetings
to occur on the third Wednesday of each month, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Currently the meetings are held remotely via Zoom and the public can
listen on the telephone or watch them live or later online since the
meetings are being recorded. Meeting information is posted on the DEI
Commission webpage at www.cityofmlt.com/2084 or you can contact the
City Clerk’s Office at (425) 744-6266 or cityhall@mltwa.gov.
Why is diversity, equity and inclusion important?
Mountlake Terrace is a community of over 21,000 residents, numerous
businesses, and visitors who come here each day. We are diverse,
meaning our city includes people from a range of different social
and ethnic backgrounds, of socioeconomic statuses, and of different
genders, ages, sexual orientations, disabilities, etc. With that comes a
variety of perspectives in which city services are viewed depending upon
our personal backgrounds and experiences.
Equity is important to ensure the members of our community are
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treated fairly, have equal opportunity, and access to information and
resources. The basis for creating and maintaining a community that aligns
with these principles is a foundation of respect and dignity. Inclusion
means building an atmosphere of belonging by actively inviting the
participation and contribution of everyone in our community.
The DEI Commission’s mission is to promote and embrace diversity
through action, education, and guidance. The Commission seeks to
foster an understanding that includes, accepts, respects, and appreciates
each individual member of our community. The city is taking on this
important cause to raise awareness and address inequities to try and level
the playing field so that all of the people in our community feel welcome
and valued with access to services, information, and opportunities.
Instead of viewing individual differences as something to separate
us into categories, consider how they can be woven into a beautiful
tapestry with richness and different perspectives that bring us together
in harmony. The city encourages everyone to learn more about diversity,
equity, and inclusion with a multitude of information available in
many formats including books, videos, and articles with webinars and
trainings becoming more widely available at this time. The Commission invites the public to tune into their meetings and get involved in
this process.
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Choose To Recycle Right

Information Contributed by Waste Management Northwest
Chances are you recycled something today.
Maybe it was a soda can or a cardboard box
from an online purchase?
Every time you choose to recycle, you are
giving that item a second life to serve a new
purpose and save natural resources. Now
more than ever it’s important that only the
right items, free from contamination, make
their way into your recycling bin to help keep
recycling, and our shared planet, sustainable.
YARD/FOOD
WASTE

RECYCLING

2 feet

GARBAGE

2 feet

3 feet

As a friendly reminder, carts should be placed curbside for pickup, not blocking sidewalks.

Remember These Rules To Recycle Right
Do you have questions on what is recyclable in Mountlake Terrace? Put clean and
empty recycling in your blue cart. Do not bag
or bundle recycling and keep it loose. Also do
not place plastic bags in your recycling cart.
You can recycle plastic bottles, jugs, and tubs
but please remove the lids and toss them in
the garbage. Check out the most up to date
recycling guidelines at: www.wmnorthwest.com/
mountlaketerrace.

Virtual Tree Lighting Ceremony
Thanks to our Community Sponsors!
Due to gathering restrictions as a result of the pandemic, an inperson Tree Lighting Ceremony was cancelled however, we do have
some good news to report. Thanks to our wonderful sponsors, the
city will have a virtual Tree Lighting Ceremony celebration!
The city has purchased a 20-foot tall artificial tree with lights to
place in the new Jerry Smith Town Center Plaza adjacent to the new
City Hall that is under construction at 23204 58th Avenue West
and our hope is that the plaza will be ready for this year’s virtual
celebration. If not, we will also be lighting the tree of lights on top of
the city’s water tower and will feature a tree lighting event on Friday,
December 4 at 6:30 p.m. via YouTube video stream and posted on
the city’s website.
Although the City Hall project will not be completed, it is
estimated the plaza component of the project will be substantially
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finished by early December (weather permitting) and either one or
both trees will remain lit through the month of December to add a
bit of cheer in our community.
Donations for this event and future Tree Lighting events were
provided by our business and development community partners
including: Landsverk Quality Homes, Lake Cushman Company,
Sound Structural Solutions, AFCO & Sons (Yuko Abe), Joe
Mustach of Mustach & Jackson, Grand Pere Bakery, David Blau/
B Squared Construction, First Security Bank, Steve Hubner,
Steve Cox, Wade Heyer, Summit Homes, Chicago Title, as well as
Mountlake Terrace Plaza and Premera Blue Cross.
Stay tuned for details about the event via the city’s Facebook page
(City of Mountlake Terrace Government), Twitter and Instagram
(CityofMLT), and our webpage at www.cityofmlt.com/602.
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Council Highlights

October

Virtual Dance and
Fitness Programs
The Recreation and Parks Department is working via live stream from our
studio in the Recreation Pavilion for our fall and winter dance and fitness group
classes. With a studio dedicated to live streaming, participants will hear a clear
and professional broadcast. It’s our goal to keep our community healthy, active,
and connected while many of us stay home to learn and work.
Our instructors are learning new ways to engage, motivate and teach remotely.
Classes will be prepared with the knowledge that most people will not be in a
studio at home. Instructors will help with ideas for how to make the most of the
space participants have to move around in.
Besides our virtual classroom that we hope to fill with dance and fitness classes,
we’re still able to offer one-on-one personal training in person with Christie
Oliver, a licensed physical therapist. With a
mask and a quick screening, we’re still able
to safely offer this fitness opportunity at a
fraction of the cost you would pay at a gym.
Mountlake Terrace is a resilient community!
We know that participants can quickly adapt
to this new opportunity to continue moving
together in spite of physically being in different places. Stay tuned for more information on
specific classes that you can register for. This
information will be posted on the Mountlake
Terrace Recreation & Parks Facebook page
and our website, www.mltrec.com. For more
information, contact Dance Program Supervisor Chloe Davenport at (425) 640-3107 or
cdavenport@mltwa.gov.
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• Reviewed and Approved Adopt-a-Park Program
• Reviewed and Approved Fourth Amendment to Redstone Lease
• Reviewed Resolution Supporting Mountlake Terrace
Law Enforcement
• Discussed CARES Act Funds
• Approved Watershed Basins within Water Resource Inventory
Area 8 (WRIA 8) Interlocal Agreement First Amendment
• Approved Vehicle Maintenance Agreement with the
City of Shoreline
• Approved Extension of Frontier Communication NW (Ziply)
Franchise Ordinance
• Proposed 2021-2022 Biennial Budget Presentation
• Selected Council Liaison to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
(DEI) Commission
• Appointed Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
Commission Member
• South County Fire Annual Report
• 2021-2022 Department Budget Presentations
• Updated by Community Transit Legislative Update from
Gordon Thomas Honeywell Governmental Affairs
• Reviewed and Approved Civic Campus Construction
Project Contingency
• Reviewed and Approved Amendment for Additional
Construction Administration Services
• Discussed Proposed 2021-2022 Biennial Budget
• Updated on 66th Avenue W Pavement Reconstruction Project
• Reviewed 2020 Third Quarter Police Department Report
• Reviewed Resolution to Set Public Hearing Date for 222nd
Street Vacation
• Discussed Utility Discount for Low-Income Senior and
Disabled Residents
• Discussed Pet Licensing Ordinance

November
• Approved Snohomish County Interlocal Agreement for
Evergreen Playfield #1 Grant
• Public Hearing on Proposed 2021-2022 Biennial Budget
• Adopted Resolution to Set Public Hearing Date for 222nd
Street Vacation
• Reviewed Transportation Master Plan and Infrastructure/
Motorized Mode Element
• Reviewed and Approved Fourth Amendment to 2021-2023 Lake
Ballinger/McAleer Creek Watershed Forum Interlocal Agreement
• Reviewed and Approved Stormwater CCTV High Priority
Small Works Contract
• Reviewed and Approved Stormwater Engineering
On-Call Contract
• Discussed and Approved Building and Fire Fee
Schedule Resolution
• Discussed and Approved Land Use Fee Schedule Resolution
• Reviewed Property Tax Resolutions
• Discussed Proposed 2021-2022 Biennial Budget
• Reviewed and Adopted Resolution Ratifying Use of
CARES Act Funds
• Discussed City Manager Annual Performance Evaluation
• Reviewed 2020 Third Quarter Financial Report
• Public Hearing on Revenue Sources, Including Property Tax
• Adopted Substantial Need Resolution
• Adopted GO Levy Property Tax Levy Resolution
• Adopted EMS Levy Resolution
• Adopted Property Tax Ordinance
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Civic Campus
Redevelopment Project

The new City Hall is located at 23204 58th Avenue West. This photo shows the Council Chambers and Plaza.

The Civic Campus Redevelopment Project is approximately 80%
complete with occupancy now anticipated in the latter part of February,
2021. The project consists of a new City Hall, Police Station Addition,
new Jerry Smith Town Center Plaza, water feature, public art, parking,
walkways, and landscaping.
The most recently installed improvements include exterior siding,
windows, and metal roofing in addition to interior sheet rock, electrical
wiring, and HVAC system. When completed, the Civic Campus will
consolidate several public services, including the Mountlake Terrace
Library and Fire Station 19, in a centralized location.
These photos of the City Council Chambers and the Police Station
Addition were taken in early November. The Plaza will be substantially
completed in December so the city hopes to hold its virtual Tree Lighting
Ceremony there. See the article on page 3.

Police Station Addition

Online Pet Licensing on the Way
The city is improving its pet licensing process and moving toward
online pet licensing in the near future. Recently, the City Council
updated the city’s ordinance to change the pet licensing renewal
schedule of January-December to a rolling 12-month period to better
accommodate new pet owners and prepare for online licensing.
Currently the city is evaluating vendors and hopes to have online
licensing ready to go in January.
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Operating and Maintaining our Sewer System
Last year the city updated its sewer rates
and will be making a number of infrastructure
investments in the coming years. By law utility
funds can only pay for their systems and cannot
be used for other purposes. In other words,
your sewer, stormwater, and water utility bills
are not funding parks, police, or roads.
Utility rates are set to recover the cost of providing the service. Utilities incur two primary
types of costs: operating costs (employee salaries and benefits, routine inspections, utilities/
power/treatment, and asset repair and maintenance) and capital costs (infrastructure replacement and facility expansions and upgrades).
The accompanying graph shows a breakdown
of the 2021-2022 Sewer Utility Expenditures
so you can see where your dollars are going in
our next budget cycle.
It is an ongoing challenge to maintain all of
those pipes, most of which were installed in the
1950s and 60s and are in need of replacement,
as well as the facilities that support our utilities. Local governments must also keep up with
new regulatory standards. The city is working
hard to maintain our utility systems that are
often not visible or top of mind but definitely
noticed if not working properly. Let’s face it,
no one wants a sewer back up caused by aging
pipes that break.
If investments to replace aging infrastructure are not made, there are dire consequences
including more frequent and costly emergency
repairs, service disruptions and backups, sewer
claims, and insurance expenses. Key rate drivers

for the 2020 sewer rate increases were replacement of aging infrastructure, design and construction of capital projects, capital to support
the Edmonds Wastewater Treatment Plant
(EWWTP), and a vactor truck dedicated to
sewer maintenance.
As mentioned in the wastewater treatment
article below, our cities are working together
to provide quality utility services while always
keeping an eye on efficiency. Earlier this year,
“Utility of the Future Today” presented the
Edmonds Wastewater Treatment Plant with
a “2020 Energy Efficiency Award” for cutting energy costs by 45 percent! In 2019, the
EWWTP received an “Outstanding Performance Award” from Washington State Depart-

ment of Ecology.
The Public Works Department asks that
you help do your part to keep our sewer
system working properly too. Any product
other than toilet paper that says it is flushable
does not have your best interest in mind, and
it is costing you more money. Flushed wipes
get caught up in the pipes and cause sewer
backups. Wipes do not just cause blockages,
they also get bound up in equipment at the
wastewater treatment plant, which can lead to
costly repairs.
Help prevent sewer backups at your house
and keep your sewer bill as low as possible.
Together, we can protect our sewer system.

Where Does Your Wastewater Go?
How Your Wastewater is Treated

Edmonds Wastewater Treatment Plant

Did you know your sewer bill pays for the
cost of maintaining three lift stations, 69 miles
of sewer main lines, and 5,500 sewer connection laterals? Your bill also covers the cost of
sewage treatment and disposal at the treatment plants that deal with everything that is
dumped down the drain or flushed down the
toilet. With over 21,000 residents and plenty
of visitors each day, there’s a lot of…shall we
say…”waste” to manage.
What happens to the wastewater once it
leaves your house? It travels through the sewer
pipes and lift station pumps to the treatment
plant where solids are removed and burned in
a high temperature furnace (incinerator). The
incinerator is not only expensive to operate in
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terms of electrical use and maintenance costs,
but the residual ash must also be transported to
the landfill for disposal.
The City of Mountlake Terrace partners
with other local jurisdictions to operate
the Edmonds Wastewater Treatment Plant
(EWWTP). Approximately 80% of the sewage from Mountlake Terrace is collected and
pumped to Edmonds for primary and secondary treatment. The remaining 20% flows
through Brier and Lake Forest Park and is
treated by King County Metro at the West Point
Treatment Plant near Discovery Park in Seattle.
The original 1957 Edmonds Treatment Plant
has been upgraded to handle increased flows
(Continued on Page 7)
and our city has
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Winter
Weather
Tips
Are you prepared for upcoming winter
weather? In this area, windstorms, flooding,
and freezing weather have already begun
and snowstorms, although not frequent, are
experienced during winter months. It wasn’t
long ago that our area had record snowfalls
so prepare now and be ready!
The city prepares for winter weather by
clearing streets and storm drains, prepositioning sand bags, de-icing roads, and prioritizing snowplow routes. We
are proactive in posting emergency information on Facebook and Twitter
and you can find links at www.cityofmlt.com.
Widespread power outages may occur during winter storms. Keep a
battery powered or crank radio in your emergency kit along with spare
batteries. Create an emergency preparedness kit with at least three-days of
non-perishable food, water, and prescription medication for your home
and office. Don’t forget your pets!
Prevent frozen water pipes and faucets by disconnecting garden hoses
and using molded foam covers. Drain outside lines and in-ground
sprinkler systems according to the installer’s instructions. Insulate pipes
in unheated areas like your crawl space, attic, garage, or basement. Open
cabinet doors below sinks to allow pipes more heat in freezing weather.
Allow a trickle of water to flow at problem locations.
Please help the city by keeping the storm drains near your home clear
of leaves, debris, snow, and ice to prevent local flooding. It’s also a good
idea to have heating systems checked by a professional and have your
chimneys cleaned. Our electrical inspector reminds you not to overload

your circuits beyond capacity. Please be aware of fire hazards such
as baseboard heaters, frayed extension cords, breakers that blow frequently, and candles. Don’t forget to clean the lint trap of your dryer
and do not leave clothes and papers laying around heat sources.
Here is Waste Management’s special collection information when
road conditions prevent regular weekly collection.
For garbage and recycling, expect pick up on the next regularly
scheduled collection day.
For yard debris, expect pick up on the Saturday following the interrupted collection. Every other week recycling and yard waste will be
collected two weeks after the missed collection.
With multifamily/commercial collection, expect pick up as soon
as conditions improve. In some commercial areas, Waste Management
may collect after regular hours or on Saturdays in order to catch up.
If bad weather occurs two weeks in a row, an additional collection
will be made on the next possible business day that same week. For
more information, you can call Waste Management at (425) 481-1100
or visit www.wmnorthwest.com.

Recreation Pavilion Inclement Weather Policy
The following inclement weather policies will be in effect dependent
upon the Edmonds School District closure/delay statuses. On bad
weather days, please check our Mountlake Terrace Recreation and
Parks Facebook page, the City of Mountlake Terrace Government page,
and CityofMLT on Twitter for updates. Some of these activities may or
may not be offered at various times due to COVID-19 restrictions so
please contact the Recreation Pavilion for updated information.
During Edmonds School District Remote Learning
Recreation staff will assess weather conditions throughout the day.
If conditions are deemed hazardous, staff will contact participants and
notify them that classes will be cancelled.
If Public Schools are Closed
If the Edmonds School District has cancelled school due to inclement
weather, depending on severity, the Recreation Pavilion may open two
hours late for drop-in programs. Programs such as all Kids Krew sites,
Junior Kids Krew, Preschool, Kindergarten Readiness, Swimming
Lessons, Water Fitness, Land Fitness, and Dance Classes with a start
time prior to 3:00 p.m. will be cancelled. Weather conditions will be
reassessed in the afternoon for later programs.
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If Public Schools are Delayed
If the Edmonds School District has a two-hour late start, the Recreation Pavilion will open two hours late for drop-in programs. Junior
Kids Krew and all Kids Krew sites will also start two hours late, opening
at 8:30 a.m. instead of 6:30 a.m. In this situation, Preschool and
Kindergarten Readiness will be cancelled. For Swimming Lessons and
Dance Classes on delayed start days, we will cancel the classes held
during the delay. All classes held after the delay will begin at their
regularly scheduled time.
For information on Swimming Lessons and Dance Classes with a
start time after 3:00 p.m. on days when the Edmonds School District
cancels classes, please call the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173
after 2:30 p.m. to find out whether these classes will be held. We will
try our best to keep social media updated as well.
In all cases, conditions will be reassessed. Preschool, Kindergarten
Readiness, Swimming Lessons, and Dance Classes that are missed due
to weather or closure of the Pavilion will not be made up. Make up days
for Junior Kids Krew and Kids Krew will be the same as the Edmonds
School District make-up days. If you have any questions regarding this
policy, please feel free to call us at (425) 776-9173.
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Who to Call for Public Safety
Patrol or Code Enforcement?
Often times our residents are not sure who to call for public safety
issues. There are different scenarios in which you would request Police
Patrol verses Code Enforcement.
Police patrol should be requested for any criminal activity (in progress
or not), suspicious circumstances, traffic related issues, domestic
related issues, assaults, harassment, illegal dumping, noise complaints,
or public assists. Generally, calling 911 would be appropriate for these
types of matters.
Code enforcement covers nuisance properties such as trash on the
property, tall vegetation, junk vehicles, debris, and parking issues.
Most requests for code enforcement can be made through the nonemergency telephone number at (425) 407-3999 or via email at
codeenforcement@mltwa.gov. The city has two Code Enforcement officers and each covers a zone within the city. Since the non-emergency
number is not easy to remember, try saving it in your phone contacts.
When you see something you would like to report but it is not an emergency, you will have the number available to you. The non-emergency
number is still dispatched by SNO-911 but the calls go into a nonemergency queue so the dispatcher can take higher priority calls first.
Here are two scenarios to help you learn which number to call. In
Scenario 1, a resident contacts a neighbor concerning a fence which is
over the property line. A serious argument ensues and threats are made.
911 should be called for a police officer due to the argument and heated
situation. In Scenario 2, a home owner would like to report junk vehicles
and tall vegetation at a neighbor’s property. The non-emergency number
would be used to report this situation and code enforcement will respond.

Officers David Nguyen and Kyle O’Hagan

Officer Mike Padgett

Don’t Forget To Renew
Your Business License
Last January, the City of Mountlake Terrace began a partnership
with the State Department of Revenue’s Business Licensing Service
(BLS). This partnership makes it easy to maintain most of your state
and city licenses in one stop.
The State Department of Revenue will send your renewal notice in
the mail approximately six weeks before your endorsements expire.
Your renewal form will list the City of Mountlake Terrace license fee
and the state BLS renewal processing fee. Once your renewal has been
processed, a new license will be mailed to the address on your account.
You can check your account status or print a copy of your license from
their website at dor.wa.gov/manage-business/run-business.
If you have questions, please contact BLS at (800) 451-7985 or
visit dor.wa.gov.

Where Does Your Wastewater Go? Continued From Page 5
purchased sufficient capacity in the Edmonds
Treatment Facility to accommodate growth as
outlined in our city’s Comprehensive Plan.
In 2018, the EWWTP staff conducted an
evaluation of alternative technologies and a
cost/benefit comparison to replace the inefficient and aging incinerator with alternative
biosolids disposal methods that are energy neutral or energy positive. After a thorough evaluation of modern technologies, pyrolysis was
identified as the best method to use because it
will reduce operation and maintenance costs
and also reduce the plant’s energy costs and

its environmental impact. With this innovative
approach, rather than sending truckloads of
ash to the landfill, the pyrolysis system will generate biochar, a charcoal produced from organics and stored in the soil as a means of removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.
A $27 million renovation of the Edmonds
Wastewater Treatment Plant that includes
these improvements is underway with our city’s
cost at $6.25 million. Part of this renovation
includes the carbon recovery project which will
replace the sanitary sewage incinerator (SSI)
and associated equipment. The SSI is 30 years
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old and must meet stringent Environmental
Protection Act and Puget Sound Clean Air Act
regulations. The cost of regulatory compliance
alone is estimated to be in excess of $100,000
per year. Project goals include operations and
maintenance savings, carbon recovery, and
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, electricity, and diesel fuel usage.
These partnerships and practices will add
value in providing improved wastewater treatment services for our communities while being
better stewards of the environment.
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Planning for the Future of
Veterans Memorial Park

Participate in the online survey by December 7!
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Over the next eight months, the City of Mountlake Terrace will be developing a master plan for
Veterans Memorial Park. The plan will guide future decision-making and development in the park.
This treasured park features old-growth natural areas, a playground, gazebo, a veterans’ memorial,
picnic areas, and an extensive trail system.
Planned improvements include an asphalt ADA-accessible trail with lighting, connecting the
Town Center with the future Link light rail station. Your input is still needed! How do you currently
use, or want to use, Veterans Memorial Park? What types of amenities, features, and improvements
do you want to see there?
We’re calling on you to share your input about the park with a short survey to let us know
how you use the park and what amenities you think would make
it better. Participate in the survey by December 7, 2020. Visit
www.cityofmlt.com/vetspark to learn more and take the survey.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at 7 p.m.
at the interim City Hall

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Diversity Equity and
Inclusion Commission
Third Wednesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at
City Hall

Check with City Hall about changes/cancellations.

Coffee with
the City

TO BE
DETERMINED.
PLEASE CALL
FIRST.

WEDNESDAY
December 9, 6 p.m.
Virtual Via Zoom
WEDNESDAY
January 13, 6 p.m.
Virtual Via Zoom
WEDNESDAY
February 10, 6 p.m.
Virtual Via Zoom

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

