City of Mountlake Terrace
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
425.776.1161
www.cityofmlt.com

Adopt-A-Drain Program
Thank you for your interest in the Adopt-A-Drain Program. This program is a
partnership between the city and its residents to care for our storm drains
by keeping the opening to the drains free from leaves and other debris. Your
assistance is greatly appreciated in preventing localized flooding and
improving water quality.

Task
Monitor and remove accumulated debris from selected storm drain(s) as needed during the storm season,
October through March.

Safety Precautions





Participants are advised that working adjacent to a city street can be hazardous. If at all
possible, stay on the sidewalk and out of the street. Always check for traffic before
entering the roadway.
Never remove the drain grate or attempt to remove clogs from beneath the grate. This creates
a hazard and may not work to clear the blockage. Instead, call the city Operations and
Maintenance crew at (425) 670-8264 to report a drainage problem.
Do not pick up items that have the potential to be hazardous or cause injury, such as heavy
objects or items like syringes, broken glass, animal carcasses, etc. Call the city at the above
number to arrange for proper disposal.
Never attempt to clear debris from a storm drain or culvert if there is moving water greater than
six inches.

Storm Drain Monitoring





Look for accumulated leaves and debris. During the winter season, shovel aside snow which can
also prevent water from entering drains.
Look for evidence of fluids entering the storm drain other than rainwater (i.e. paint, motor
oil, soapy water). Call the MLT spill hotline at (425) 670-8264 to report pollutant spills.
Separate out any debris that is not yard debris, such as soda cans, cardboard, etc., and put it in
your garbage or recycling.
Leaves can go into your yard debris bin or compost bin (Note: It is not recommended to use
compost derived from street leaves in edible gardens).

Documentation



Contact lreed@ci.mlt.wa.us to report your clean-up hours. Hours are reported at the end
of each quarter year, December and March.
Provide name and total volunteer time for the months you have worked.
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INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE AGREEMENT
I hereby volunteer my services to perform volunteer work for the City of Mountlake Terrace (“City”). I understand I will
not be compensated for my work but I volunteer to do the work in a responsible manner and to abide by all relevant
city policies. If I decide to discontinue my volunteer service, I will notify the City.
I understand this Agreement shall not in any way constitute nor create an employer/employee relationship between
the City and the Volunteer. The City shall not be responsible for, nor liable for, nor shall the applicant be eligible to
receive, any compensation or benefits as a result of this Agreement EXCEPT for State Labor and Industries Industrial
Insurance medical aid coverage.
In consideration of the City giving me permission to perform these volunteer services, I understand the
following:
 I will abide by all City policies regarding personal conduct while performing volunteer service.


I agree not to go beyond the scope of volunteer work agreed to without authorization.



I am to be trained on any activity that I am unfamiliar with, learn the corresponding policies, and it is
my responsibility to understand them completely or ask questions until I feel confident to perform
them.



I or the City may terminate this agreement at any time without cause, and that I am volunteering my
service at will and may be asked to discontinue such without prior notice or reason.

If you have children under 18 years of age accompanying you, please sign acknowledgment on back of form.
Should an injury occur during the scope of my service, I understand that:
 The City of Mountlake Terrace has included my hours of volunteer service in the State Labor and
Industries coverage for volunteer workers; and


I am to report any on-the-job injury or illness, no matter how minor, to staff contact.

WAIVER & HOLD HARMLESS: I am fully aware that the work associated with being a City Volunteer involves certain
risks including those of physical injury or death. Being fully informed as to these risks and in consideration of my being
allowed to participate in the City’s Volunteer Program, I hereby assume all risk of injury, damage and harm to myself
arising from such activities or use of City facilities. I further hereby agree individually, and on behalf of my heirs,
executors and assigns, to release and hold harmless the City, its officials, employees and agents and waive any right of
recovery that I might have to bring a claim or a lawsuit against them for any personal injury, death or other
consequences occurring to me arising out of my volunteer activities, unless the claim is the result of the City’s sole
negligence.
LIABILITY COVERAGE: I understand that the City is self-insured through the Washington Cities Insurance Authority
(WCIA) for liability coverage. Volunteers performing within the scope of their assigned duties as authorized by the
City are afforded the same coverage as City employees under the City’s liability coverage with WCIA. I am fully
aware that a volunteer’s intentional misconduct is not protected or covered by the City or WCIA.
NOTE: A parental or guardian signature is required (p. 3) for YOUTH UNDER 18 YEARS OLD
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SCOPE OF WORK:
Task(s): Clean and remove leaves and debris from storm drains as described in the Adopt-A-Drain
Program Guidelines.
Location:
Date(s): October – March
Staff Contact:
Laura Reed, Stormwater Program Manager, lreed@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6226.
By signing below, I certify that I understand the volunteer tasks described previously, and that I agree
to the conditions in the waiver and hold harmless agreement and the liability coverage as stated on
page 2:

Signature of Volunteer

Date

VOLUNTEER CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email:

FOR YOUTH UNDER 18 YEARS OLD (to be filled out by parent/guardian):
_____________________ has my permission to accept an assignment as a volunteer for the City of
Mountlake Terrace and I acknowledge that

Signature of parent/guardian

is under 18 years old.

Date
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YOU’RE ADOPTING A STORM DRAIN! NOW WHAT?
Step 1
- Contact Laura Reed and choose your
drain (or drains) that you would like to
adopt and claim them.
- Sign and scan this agreement to Laura
reed at lreed@mltwa.gov or sign and
return this agreement to Laura Reed
at City Hall.

Step 2
- Gather your supplies! This includes
safety equipment such as closed toe
shoes, gloves, orange cones and
reflective vests. This also includes
cleaning supplies such as a broom,
rake, trash grabber, dust pan and a
trash bag.
- Never remove the storm grate. Clean
only the surface of the grate and the
area around it.
Step 3
- Safety first! Always be extremely
cautious around traffic, wear bright
colors, and work during daylight
hours. If there is a curb next to your
drain(s) try to stay off the road and
work from the sidewalk.
- Using tools, collect debris and litter
from the storm drain. There could be
sharp or harmful objects so use gloves
or tools where possible.
- Consider clearing debris and litter
from streets and sidewalks. Anything
on pavement can wash into your
storm drain when it rains even though
you have cleared the drain.
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Step 4
- Collect the debris and litter and
deposit it into a trash bag or directly
into the appropriate receptacle.
Glass, plastic, and cans should be
placed in the recycle bin. Leaves,
grass, and sticks should be placed in
the compost bin. Everything else,
including sediment, should be placed
in the trash bin.
- Anything collected should not be used
in a garden as it is likely to have
picked up oil and other toxic
materials.

Step 5
- Celebrate cleaning your adopted
storm drain, preventing flooding, and
improving our waterways!
- At the end of December and March
each year report the amount of time
you have volunteered to Laura Reed
at lreed@mltwa.gov.
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